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Foreword

Globalisation is one of the key buzzwords associated with the state of the world today. From government, to individuals faced with new employment conditions and access to technologies, to those who took to the streets in Seattle, there is a growing recognition that a process called

'globalisation' is affecting our institutions, economies and interactions – and as a consequence, is changing the way we live.

But what is globalisation? As a young person living in Sydney, globalisation has meant new technologies, changes to government spending on education, wearing clothes and eating food from all over the world, and participating in global social justice movements. 

The experiences of other contributors to this Guide are very different. To Michael from Ghana, globalisation means unfair trade in primary commodities. To Norma from Honduras, globalisation is the consumer culture she believes is destroying the national identity.  Akinsami from Nigeria considers the international scrutiny on human rights in his country to be a product of globalisation; and to Marvin from Indonesia, it represents a global financial system, which is taking away young people’s opportunities.

The depth of this question is what makes the International Youth Parliament ‘Youth Guide to Globalisation’ so important. The Guide joins a growing body of literature explaining globalisation, but makes a unique contribution as the product of a collaborative process involving submissions, debates and discussions among young people from every part of the world.  

The Guide combines explanations and analysis with practical ways in which young people can engage with the real-life problems and opportunities emerging from globalisation. Most importantly, it presents an interpretation of globalisation from the perspective of young people.

It has been truly amazing to be part of the International Youth Parliament’s work on globalisation. This project, in particular, has provided an outlet for hundreds of young people wanting to deal constructively with the challenges of globalisation. On a personal level, I feel it has allowed me to reach across space to connect with the ideas, experiences and concerns of young people in radically different contexts to my own.  

It has demystified globalisation: it is no longer an abstract and unstoppable process. Rather, it is a series of changes involving real people–and something I now believe we all have the power to influence, for the better.

I hope you enjoy reading this Guide, and that you find within it the tools and motivation to take action.  

With best wishes,

Sanushka Mudaliar, Australia, 23

International Youth Parliament Campaigns and Advocacy Committee

October 2002

www.iyp.oxfam.org
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1. Introduction

Welcome to The Youth Guide to Globalisation!

The Youth Guide to Globalisation has been developed by the International Youth Parliament (IYP) to enable young people to understand globalisation, consider who currently benefits, and reflect on whether or not it needs reshaping.

Whether we gain from globalisation or experience its negatives, one thing is clear: the current form of globalisation is not inevitable. It’s the result of political and economic choices made by institutions, governments, corporations and individuals. As young people inheriting the legacy of these choices, we have the right to challenge, question and build an alternative form of globalisation, should we wish to do so. 

The Guide is an evolving publication, which has been researched and contributed to by young people all over the world. We have touched on a broad spectrum of issues, provided web links for further information, and developed an easy-to-use list of defintions at the back. The Guide is not a definitive text and we therefore encourage your thoughts, comments, criticism and encouragement. Feel free to email, fax or post us with your ideas.

The IYP (http://www.iyp.oxfam.org) is an initiative of Oxfam Community Aid Abroad (http://www.caa.org.au). It is a growing global network of young leaders and activists in 150 countries with the vision of ‘youth building an equitable, sustainable, and peaceful world’. IYP Action Partners and members of our broader network are involved at a local, national and international level in devising and implementing strategies for positive social change. The network also serves as an arena for discussion on policy development, and campaigning on global issues.

This Guide forms part of IYP’s Globalisation Campaign, and is designed to serve as a tool for educating and empowering young people to understand and take control of the inequities–as well as the opportunities–offered by globalisation. 

We have also established the Youth Commission into Globalisation, which is inviting personal and organisational submissions, to develop recommendations for the world’s decision-makers. You are invited to join the global network of young activists and leaders currently being formed. Please see Chapter 11for more information.

The process of globalisation and its effects are major topics of debate, and are increasingly important international issues. As any broad survey of attitudes will reveal, globalisation is a word and concept that evokes positive and negative responses. Either way, it is clear that the consequences of globalisation are of particular importance to the one billion young people in the world today. 

Young people are at the sharp end of globalisation. International trade rules have contributed to  shifting a generation of young Indian farmers off the land and into the cities in search of work. Multinationals are employing female factory workers cheaply in Indonesia, under poor and inadequate labour standards. Young people from Indigenous cultures in Guatemala are losing their traditional identity, language and land as they move away from their cultural roots. 

Fortunately, the news is not all bad. Globalisation is providing benefits to many young people. Information Technology (IT) is enabling millions of young people in developing and developed nations to communicate like never before; young activists are promoting their local causes on the international arena, and information about human rights and education is becoming more accessible than ever.

Young people are crucial to the redefinition of globalisation. We know what the problems and positives are, because we’re experiencing them. We have an idea of what the solutions might be, because we know other choices and forms of globalisation are possible. And we’re motivated. That's why we’re the best actors for change.

So if you believe globalisation could function better, for its benefits to be enjoyed by all, what role can you play to tackle the inequities? Reading this Guide is a good start! We hope you will find this first edition a useful tool; one that provides the information and skills you require to effect change, take action and make a difference in your community. 

The first step in any quest for change is understanding: your place in the world, how your actions can affect others, and the broader workings of global systems and processes. Our aim is to provide you with a fresh insight into one of today's greatest challenges, and through this Guide, work with you and your community to create a more equitable and healthy planet.

THE SMALLEST ACTS CAN MAKE THE WORLD OF DIFFERENCE.

We wish you well! 

Brett Solomon & Louise Scuderi (co-editors)

International Youth Parliament     

Oxfam Community Aid Abroad

www.iyp.oxfam.org

Bienvenido/as a Globalización: Una guía para jóvenes!       

Este documento, Globalización: Una Guía para jóvenes es una creación del Parlamento Internacional de la Juventud que busca asistir a los jóvenes en su comprensión de la Globalización, darles la oportunidad para analizar quiénes están siendo beneficiados en la actualidad, y reflexionar en la posibilidad de reformular el proceso si fuere necesario. 

Ya sea que beneficiemos con la globalización o vivamos sus consecuencias negativas, una cosa está clara: la forma que tiene hoy en día es evitable. Es el resultado de decisiones políticas y económicas tomadas por instituciones, gobiernos, corporaciones e individuos. Como jóvenes que heredamos este legado de decisiones tomadas en el pasado, tenemos el derecho de desafiar, cuestionar y construir una forma alternativa de globalización, si así lo deseamos.   

La Guía es una publicación en desarrollo. Esta compuesta por contribuciones de jóvenes de todas partes del mundo. Ha sido nuestra intención tocar una amplia gama de temas / problemas, junto con dar los enlaces de internet a fin de que puedan ahondar más en dichos temas. La Guía no es un texto insuperable, por lo que les invitamos a todos ustedes a contribuir sus opiniones, comentarios, críticas, así como palabras de aliento. Siéntanse con la entera libertad de enviarnos un fax, e-mail o carta. 

El Parlamento Internacional de la Juventud (PIJ) (http://www.iyp.oxfam.org) es una iniciativa de Oxfam Community Aid Abroad (http://www.caa.org.au). Se caracteriza por ser una red mundial cada vez más amplia de jóvenes activistas y líderes agrupados en 150 países que comparten una visión: “jóvenes en la forja de un mundo equitativo, sustentable y de paz”. Tanto a nivel local, nacional como internacional, los miembros de la red crean e implementan estrategias destinadas al cambio social positivo. La red también da la oportunidad para discutir el desarrollo de políticas y campañas sobre temas de interés mundial. 

Esta Guía es un componente de la Campaña sobre Globalización del PIJ, y fue diseñada para servir de herramienta en la educación y empoderamiento de los jóvenes en su comprensión de las inequidades - así como de las oportunidades – que ofrece la globalización. También se ha creado la Comisión Juvenil sobre Globalización que invita tanto a personas como organizaciones a presentar propuestas destinadas a desarrollar recomendaciones para la consideración de los principales tomadores de decisiones a nivel mundial. Se te insta a unirte a una red mundial de jóvenes activistas y líderes en formación. Más información de cómo presentar propuestas a la Comisión y formar parte de la Coalición se haya al final de la Guía.

Los procesos y efectos de la globalización han sido temas capitales de debate,  y es evidente que cada día cobran mayor importancia como temas de trascendencia internacional. Según los resultados arrojados por diversas encuestas sobre actitudes y opiniones, globalización es una  palabra, una idea y un concepto que provoca respuestas tanto positivas como negativas. De cualquier modo, es patente que las consecuencias que acarrea la globalización son de particular interés e importancia para los mil millones de jóvenes que pueblan el mundo de hoy.  

Los jóvenes de este mundo son los que más sufren a causa de la globalización. Por ejemplo, como consecuencia de las normas internacionales de comercio toda una generación de jóvenes agricultores en la India se vieron obligados a dejar sus tierras y emigrar a las ciudades; las empresas multinacionales estadounidenses emplean a jóvenes obreras en Indonesia para trabajar en fabricas con bajos sueldos y en condiciones de empleo precarias sin fiscalización. Jóvenes de las culturas indígenas en Guatemala comienzan a perder su identidad a medida que se ven alejados de sus raíces culturales. 

Afortunadamente, no todo es malo. Globalización también proporciona beneficios para mucha gente joven. La Información tecnológica le permite a millones de jóvenes tanto en países en desarrollo como desarrollados comunicarse entre sí como nunca antes; los activistas jóvenes pueden promocionar sus causas locales en el foro internacional; información respecto de derechos humanos y  educación se vuelve cada vez más accesible y a una mayor cantidad de personas.

Por todo ello, los jóvenes y su acción son cruciales en la reformulación del proceso de globalización. Bien conocemos los problemas y los aspectos positivos ya que los vivimos a diario. Tenemos nociones de las posibles soluciones porque conocemos otras opciones y otras formas posibles de globalización.  Y estamos animados. Y por ello es que somos los mejores protagonistas para imponer cambios.  

¿Y qué puedes hacer tú para reformular el proceso de globalización? ¿Qué rol puedes jugar a fin de garantizar que los beneficios que ella aporta lleguen a manos de todos, y que sus inequidades reciban el tratamiento y solución que merecen? Ya con querer leer esta Guía estamos partiendo bien! Nosotros esperamos que encuentres esta primera publicación una herramienta útil que aporte la información y habilidades que requieres para efectuar cambios sociales, tomar acción e influir positivamente en tu comunidad.   

El primer paso en cualquier búsqueda por el cambio es el entendimiento: cual es tu lugar en el mundo, como las acciones pueden afectar a otros, y los funcionamientos de los sistemas y procesos globales. 

Esperamos proporcionarte una nueva perspectiva sobre uno de los mayores desafíos de nuestra época. Deseamos que esta Guía te permita a ti y a tu comunidad encausarse por el camino que lleva a la creación de un planeta más equitativo y saludable. 

Los actos más pequeños pueden cambiar el mundo!

¡Te deseamos suerte! Brett Solomon y Louise Scuderi (co-editores)

PD. El PIJ se ha comprometido a traducir sus publicaciones al francés y al castellano a fin de asegurar el acceso y participación a la mayor cantidad de jóvenes en el mundo. Una versión traducida de la Guía estará a disposición de todos ustedes en nuestro sitio web www.iyp.oxfam.org, o pueden solicitarnos una versión en formato de texto a nuestro correo electrónico info@iyp.oxfam.org. 

Bienvenue au Guide de la Mondialisation pour les Jeunes
Le Guide de la Mondialisation pour les Jeunes a été rédigé par le Parlement International des Jeunes (PIJ) dans le but d’aider les jeunes non seulement à comprendre le phénomène de la mondialisation, et de considérer qui en sont les bénéficiaires mais aussi pour le faire évoluer de façon constructive.

Que l’on bénéficie de la mondialisation des échanges ou que l’on en ressente ses effets négatifs, une chose est sure: la forme actuelle de la mondialisation (des échanges) n’est pas inévitable. Cette forme de (la) mondialisation des échanges résulte d’un nombre de décisions politiques et économiques prises par les institutions nationales et commerciales, les gouvernements mais aussi les individus. Nous sommes jeunes et (nous) avons hérité de ces choix. C’est pourquoi nous avons le droit de remettre en cause, de questioner mais aussi de construire une autre forme de mondialisation, si nous le souhaitons. 

Ce Guide est une publication qui évolue constamment. Des jeunes du monde entier ont participé à sa publication et à sa rédaction. Nous avons recherché un grand nombre de sujets relativement variés et (mais) tous liés au phénomène de la mondialisation. Nous avons aussi ajouté des sites internets qui vous permettront d’obtenir des informations complémentaires. Ce guide n’est pas definitif. Le texte continue à évoluer. C’est pourquoi, nous vous invitons à nous envoyer vos idées, vos commentaries, vos critiques ou meme vous encouragements. N’hésitez pas à nous envoyer vos idées par email, fax ou courrier.

Le Parlement International des Jeunes (PIJ) est une initiative développée par Oxfam Community Aid Abroad (OCAA) - www.caa.org.au. Le PIJ est un réseau de jeunes leaders et activistes établis dans plus de 150 pays avec une seule et commune vision qui est  “la jeunesse qui construit un monde équitable, durable et pacifique”. Les membres du réseau sont impliqués de façon locale, mais aussi à un niveau national et international. Ils ont pour but de développer et implanter des strategies qui permettront un changement social positif. Le réseau et les Partenaires dans l’Action du PIJ servent aussi de forum de discussion pour les politiques de développement ainsi que pour le développement des campagnes concernant des problèmes au niveau mondial.

Ce Guide fait partie de la Campagne de Mondialisation du PIJ. Il a été structuré pour servir d’outil éducatif  pour les jeunes et les habituer non seulement à comprendre mais aussi à prendre en charge les problèmes liés par les inégalités ainsi que les opportunités offertes par le phénomène de la Mondialisation. 

Nous avons aussi mis en place la Commission de la Mondialisation pour la Jeunesse (CMJ) dans le but d’inviter toute personne ou organisation a soumettre leurs idées. Ces idées sont ainsi utilisées pour des recommendations aux dirigeants et politiciens du monde entier. Un réseau mondial de jeunes activistes et leaders se met en place et nous vous invitons a vous joindre a nous. Veuillez trouver en derniere page les informations qui vous permettront de soumettre votre candidature à la Commission et de participer aux actions du groupe. 

Le Réseau du PIJ considère les procédés de la mondialisation et leur impact sur le monde comme un sujet prioritaire. Ce phénomène est devenu un sujet des plus importants au niveau mondial. Les études qui ont été faites jusqu’à ce jour confirment que la Mondialisation est un mot, une idée mais aussi un concept qui évoque des réactions à la fois positives et négatives. Dans chacun des cas, il est clair que les conséquences de la Mondialisation sont devenus très importantes pour plus d’un milliard de jeunes à travers le monde aujourd’hui. 

Les jeunes sont diversement affectés par ce phénomène (de façons différentes). Par exemple, les règles de commerce international ont eu pour conséquence le déplacement (contribuées à attirer) d’une génération de jeunes fermiers en Inde loin de leurs terres vers les villes; 

les entreprises multinationales américaines emploient en Indonésie une main d’oeuvre peu chère, de sexe feminin, et les font travailler dans un environnement de travail difficile et manquant aux principales règles d’hygiène et de sécurité de tout contrat de travail, de plus, les jeunes indigènes du Guatemala perdent leur identité traditionnelle parce qu’ils se sont éloignés de leurs racines culturelles.

Heureusement les nouvelles ne sont pas toutes mauvaises. Ce phénomène de la mondialisation offre aussi des avantages aux jeunes. Le dévelopement informatique a permis à des millions de jeunes provenant de pays développés ou en voie de développement de communiquer comme il ne l’ont jamais fait auparavant; Les jeunes activitistes font la promotion de leurs causes locales dans les forums internationaux; de plus, l’information concernant les droits de l’homme et leur droit à l’éducation sont devenus plus accessible que jamais.

C’est pourquoi les jeunes sont importants pour redéfinir la mondialisation. Nous pouvons comprendre quels sont ses problèmes et contraintes car nous les vivons au quotidien. Nous connaissons les solutions car nous savons quelles sont les autres formes de mondialisation mais aussi quelle est son influence. De plus, nous sommes motivés. Nous faisons partie de la jeunesse et nous savons que nous sommes les meilleurs acteurs du changement.

Que pensez vous pouvoir faire pour reconstruire la Mondialisation? Quel role pouvez vous jouer afin de lutter contre les inégalitées de la Mondialisation et aussi permettre à tous d’avoir accès à ces avantages? Votre choix de vous plonger dans ce Guide est un bon début. Nous espérons que vous trouverez cette première édition utile et qu’elle vous offrira les outils nécessaires en terme d’information et de connaissances afin de vous aider à avoir un impact direct dans vos communautés.

Le premier pas pour tout changement est tout d’abord  la prise de conscience. Nous espérons que nous communiquons dans ce Guide des nouvelles idées de façon claire sur l’un des plus grands thèmes mondiaux de notre époque d’une part. D’autre part, nous souhaitons vous aider à travers cette lecture à travailler avec votre communauté et vous permettre de participer à la création d’un monde plus égalitaire. 

La combinaison d’actions les plus petites peuvent avoir un impact positif et faire une grande différence. 

Bon courage! Brett Solomon  & Louise Scuderi (co-editeurs)

International Youth Parliament


www.iyp.oxfam.org

PS. PIJ est engagé à fournir nos publications en francais, anglais et espagnol pour assurer l'accès et la participation pour autant de jeunes autour du monde que possible. Une traduction complète de ce guide, sera disponible sur notre site d'internet a: www.iyp.oxfam.org  ou vous pouvez nous envoyer un email pour une édition de texte à: info@iyp.oxfam.org

2. What is globalisation?

“Globalisation provides us with unprecedented opportunities in the great advances that have been made in science and technology, the globalisation of financial markets and the liberalization of trade. It also presents us with immense new systematic challenges posed by the unequal distribution of the benefits of globalisation, of pervasive poverty, of global environmental degradation and resource depletion. Above all, the main challenge we face is the exclusion of the majority of humanity from sharing in the unprecedented wealth generated by globalisation.” Klaus Toepfer, the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Program  www.unep.org 
On a functional level, globalisation is the increasing connection of the world and its peoples. Globalisation has linked distant places in such a way that local happenings are shaped by events occurring many miles away, and vice versa. It is:

· an economic process which involves the increasing interaction and integration of all countries’ economies, through the growth in international trade, investment and capital flows; and, 

· a rapid cultural, social and technological exchange across national borders.

While the world has been globalising for centuries, three key indicators set late 20th-century and early 21st-century globalisation apart from previous trends. 

Firstly, international exchanges are occurring faster than ever. Secondly, there is a much greater level of integration between countries, businesses and citizens; and thirdly, the scope of exchange is so wide it impacts on every nation and citizen around the world.

On a political level, globalisation is a much more complex and controversial process, because it significantly impacts on people’s lives and livelihoods. Critics argue it is a worldwide drive towards a globalised economic system, dominated by multinational corporations and banking institutions unaccountable to democratic processes, national governments or ordinary people
. 

The World Trade Organization (WTO)
 argues that free trade and economic globalisation is driven by nationally elected governments, who advocate economic growth and consumption as the means to lift living standards and increasing opportunity. 
Globalization is the revolutionary international system, making continents, cultures and civilizations merge and clash." Lawrence Aikee Esmeli, 16, Philippines

WHAT DOES GLOBALISATION LOOK LIKE? WHAT ARE ITS IMPACTS?
Depending on your perspective, the implications of globalisation are both positive and negative. Trade and investment liberalisation has resulted in great prosperity, poverty, and a widening of the already great inequalities between rich and poor
. 

Even as it brings the world closer together, globalisation is deepening the global imbalance in the distribution of wealth and power across the spectrum of economic, political and social activities. 

The rise of English as a language of interaction gives people a means to communicate internationally, but threatens many local and traditional languages. Broadcast, print media and cinema bring us experiences of other lives and cultures, but too often erodes others. Images of the Western world are transmitted as an idealised way of living.

The internet adds to the volume of information, speeding information flows and compressing social and physical distance. It opens doorways to millions through distance learning, job creation, health networks and political empowerment. But its benefits are only available to some. 

The quality and quantity of clean air and water, biodiversity and climatic conditions are increasingly threatened by new approaches to agriculture, industrialisation and resource extraction. Globalisation is creating new obstacles for young people in achieving sustainable, meaningful and favourable employment, particularly for young migrants and those in the global south. 

"Globalisation has made states, corporations and the market even more aggressive in their pursuits of profit, leading to even greater threats for marginalised and subjugated communities and nationalities." Athili, 23, Nagaland
Investment in education can produce equitable development and large-scale reduction in poverty. Still, 130 million primary school-age children in developing countries have no access to basic education
.

Globalisation is occurring faster than is the capacity of the governing structures. States are choosing to sell previously owned public assets to the private sector (privatisation), often reducing regulation and taxation of corporate investment.  

Multinational companies are working beyond and above national boundaries; non-government organisations (NGOs) are forming a global civil society, and the World Trade Organisation (WTO) is exerting enormous power over the current and future course of human development.

At the same time, globalisation has opened the door to many opportunities. It has enabled the development of global institutions and regulations, and the potential for fostering positive global change. It has progressed a global understanding of the importance of human rights, and the need for collective action at both local and global levels
. 

The International Youth Parliament (IYP) is a direct beneficiary of globalisation. Through globalisation, young people around the world are able to communicate and work together as young activists and leaders, to ensure the development of an equitable, sustainable and peaceful world. 

“I have greater access to information and opportunities, greater knowledge of what is going on in the world and not only in Honduras, and greater ties of friendship and work with others. I have the opportunity to use the information I receive via email to help my country.

“After Hurricane Mitch... many countries and organisations gave humanitarian relief to help my country recover. The fact that the world was informed of our situation by the processes of globalisation and the media and came to our aid is something for which we are eternally grateful.” Norma Elvira Carías Montiel, 29, Honduras
Therefore, as part of its definition, IYP has chosen to take the following position: while globalisation has produced a variety of benefits, these advantages cannot be separated from the role it plays in magnifying and perpetuating the existing inequalities of our world. 

What is the history of Globalisation? 
The term ‘globalisation’ was first used in 1960
. However, there is little agreement over when globalisation actually began. Some academics claim that globalisation does not even exist
. However, four common arguments should be considered:

· Some commentators believe the first circumnavigation of the Earth in 1519​–21, and the subsequent expansion of European capitalism, played an important role in the beginning of globalisation
;

· Another view pinpoints the rise of international trade and investment, prior to World War I, as the start of globalisation
;

· The end of World War II and coming of the nuclear age, the emancipation of colonies, renewed expansion of trade and investment and emergence of multinational companies is seen as important
; and,

· Others argue that the end of the Cold War and the triumph of capitalism over socialism, along with the collapse of the Soviet Union, is the period in which globalisation first emerged. 

In recent years, debate has centred on the inevitability of the globalisation process. The two major differing viewpoints in this debate are that:

· The globalisation trend has been overstated as a process, and is not inevitable, unprecedented or uncontrollable
. It is argued that while trade may be international, it is not global; and that the volume of trade is small, relative to the size of most economies; and,

· It is unquestionable that rapid globalisation is occurring, and the process is irreversible
. 

The ‘Youth Guide to Globalisation’ is putting forward a third viewpoint that:  

· Globalisation is undoubtedly happening, but that its current form is not inevitable, nor irreversible.

“Globalisation has had positive effects, but could have so many more and instead it finds itself with so many negative effects. Honestly... in my opinion, it's political will: the rules can be changed! Rules and ethics can be introduced: A globalisation with a human face is possible!” Alberto Nardeli, 23, e-inclusionsite.org, Italy 
Perspectives on Globalisation

Perspectives on the process and impacts of globalisation vary dramatically, and each perspective is unique. There are those who are experiencing globalisation first-hand; those who define globalisation academically; those who feel physically closer to their disadvantaged global counterparts and are passionate for social change; and an infinite range of opinions in-between. Here is a broad selection of attitudes and ideas. 

· “Globalisation refers to all those processes by which the peoples of the world are incorporated into a single world society, global society.” (Martin Albrow, sociologist, 1990)

· “Globalisation can be thought of as the widening, intensifying, speeding up and growing impact of worldwide interconnectedness.” (Chris Tooley, 25, IYP Action Partner, New Zealand)

· “Globalisation is the phenomenon in which the degree of global human interaction increases to such an extent that both its primary effects and the reactions it provokes give rise to numerous new developments.” (Rudd Lubbers, UN Commissioner for Refugees, 2001) 

· “The core sense of economic globalisation... refers to the observation that in recent years a quickly rising share of economic activity in the world seems to be taking place between people who live in different countries.” (World Bank, 2000)

· “Globalisation, as the name implies, is the process of intertwining the individual communities, societies, economies and people (social, economic and political strata) into a figurative union where the principles of good governance, transparency and respect would resonate and form the basis for all affairs of the union. I say ‘figurative’, because we cannot move our landmasses to literally join together, but with a sense of respect and honour for the differences in the world, we can speed up the process of uniting the various continents and people to be a union.” (Azilla Clarke, 22, IYP Action Partner, Caribbean)

· “A continuous process of increasing interconnection occurring at different but ever-increasing rates across all geographies and throughout all areas of life. The differences in rates of increasing connectivity–between geographies and between areas of life–cause many of the perceived ill effects of 'globalisation': Money can move freely, but people can't. Some people are getting richer through increasing capital flows and trade, but others can't move to share the wealth as they once could.” (Gordon Burns, 24, IYP Action Partner, Australia)

· “Globalisation is selective with who and what it benefits. Globalisation is exacerbating inequality. The least-developed countries are unable to participate in the global economy. The world is governed by a number of multi-million dollar-worth transnational companies that do little to alleviate the poverty rampaging in the Third World.” (Global Exchange, Human Rights Organisation [http://www.globalexchange.org])

· “Globalisation is the process of using strategies to generate power and wealth. Globalisation decreases opportunities for Indigenous people in their own communities by forcing them to migrate to cities in search of jobs. People are deprived of cultural and identity roots. Globalisation does not allow countries to negotiate at the same level. Underdeveloped countries are left powerless in the face of the coalitions of the wealthiest states.” (Javier Masaquiza, 24, Ecuador)

· “Instead of widening our choices, globalisation can seem to be forcing us all into the same shallow, consumerist culture–giving us the same appetites but leaving us more than ever unequal in our ability to satisfy them. Many millions of people have yet to feel the benefits at all.” (Louise Frechette, UN Deputy Secretary-General, 2001) 

· “Globalisation is transforming the world as we enter the 21st-century. In this new era, people's actions constantly–if often unwillingly–affect the lives of others living far away. Globalisation offers great opportunities, but at present its benefits are very unevenly distributed, while its costs are borne by all.” (Kofi Annan, United Nations Secretary-General at the Millennium Summit, September 2000)

Supporters of globalisation say:

· Growth of trade and exchange between countries increases global wealth and prosperity. 

· Lowering trade barriers worldwide has helped increase world trade, thereby creating more jobs. 

· Global communications have provided unprecedented opportunities, giving voices to those previously unheard. 

· Access to a range of new ideas, technologies, information, resources and markets are being offered to more people. 

· New technologies can help to preserve threatened cultures, as well as create real possibilities for raising global awareness and consciousness.

· Globalisation forces countries to assume dual responsibilities, both to their citizens and world society, in areas such as labour standards, human rights and environmental standards.

· Opening up a country to trade encourages the emergence or growth of democracy, by exposing corruption and allowing for the free movement of information.

· The global spread of information means companies in sensitive industries such as mining, forestry and chemicals can no longer evade their environmental responsibilities.

· The increasing awareness that global problems require global solutions has led to the emergence of a number of international agreements, such as the Kyoto Protocol. 

· Globalisation is creating the building blocks for universal basic rights to be upheld (eg UN treaties and the International Criminal Court).

“Globalisation is a platform of sharing information, cultures, civilization and ideas around the globe, in a very bold and free environment, where people benefit (from) the experiences of other individuals and nations. Globalisation is the 'village' where all people are represented!” Saleem Al-Habash, 22, Palestine 
“In a way, in some countries like mine, we are considering that because of globalisation, people have the right to life and to share their opinions on whatever topic.” Lesly Jules, 28, Haiti 
Critics of globalisation say:

· Globalisation is promoting inequality within and between countries. 

· The number and power of corporations lacking accountability and transparency continues to grow.

· The power of corporations is resulting in increased levels of inequity and the monopolising of power.

· Free trade disadvantages many poorer countries who suffer from fluctuations in the prices of commodities, restricted access to wealthy nations’ markets for manufactured goods, and increased competition from heavily subsidised agricultural economies. 

· Global organisations such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank are not doing enough to alleviate poverty, and are contributing to it.

· The globalisation of production by multinationals encourages ‘sweatshop’ conditions in poorer countries, where factories are sited to benefit from cheap labour, low environmental standards and tax concessions.

· Globalisation is the spread of Western culture, materialism and influence, at the expense of diverse local cultures. 

· The pressures on global corporations to maximise profits contributes to global warming, depletion of natural resources, production of harmful chemicals and destruction of organic agriculture. 

· Globalisation enables trade in toxic chemicals, nuclear materials, genetically modified food and endangered wildlife
.

· Despite advances in communications, multinational corporations are still able to evade full responsibility for the environmental costs they inflict on local communities.

"Globalisation is the system for the powerful to monopolise trade and other resources for the benefit or interest of their own." Marvin Daul, 24, Philippines

“Globalisation is an ongoing process–at least for now–that has both good and bad sides; let's weed out the bad ones.” Joachim Schipper, 16, Netherlands
3. How to assess globalisation? 

Globalisation and the Human Rights Framework

Along with its numerous advantages, globalisation also inherits the responsibility to balance many varied and diverse needs. Communities, economies, individuals and the environment all stand to benefit–and lose–in the process. The International Youth Parliament (IYP) has chosen to use a human rights framework to assess globalisation
. So, how well does globalisation measure up? 

The International Youth Parliament has adopted a human rights-based approach to assess and analyse globalisation. 

Human rights are a set of standards for the treatment of individuals, which have been developed by governments through the United Nations system. Human Rights are embodied in a series of international treaties and covenants.

The main human rights standards are set out in:

· the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

· the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and

· the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.  

There are also a number of treaties dealing with specific groups of individuals, such as the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women, as well as treaties dealing with specific problems such as the Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and the Convention Against Torture.

Community groups, Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) and governments themselves use the standards set out in the human rights treaties to challenge the behaviour of governments, institutions, corporations and others, to call for inequalities in the treatment of individuals to be addressed.  

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights recognises that human rights belong to all of us by virtue of our humanity.  

A ‘rights-based approach’ is one that promotes a recognition that people are entitled to their rights, and that governments have an obligation to direct action and resources to respect, protect and fulfill human rights. In a rights approach, all people, including poor and marginalised people, are recognised as claimants with entitlements and the right to make choices about how even scarce resources are allocated in the process of realising their rights.

The cornerstones of a human rights approach are:

· an internationally agreed framework – the body of international human rights law is an agreed international framework that offers a coherent body of principles and practical meaning for development cooperation.

· the human person is at the very centre of all developmental process and is the subject–not the object–of any such process.

· human rights are, by necessity, active–depending upon participation of individuals and groups.

· human rights practices need to be applied to government policies and practices.

The benefits of a human rights approach are:

· a cohesive policy framework based on recognised and accepted international standards.

· the principal of universality of human rights, which requires that resources are refocused on those whose rights are most denied.

· an analysis of challenges in rights terms, which ensures that issues of discrimination are identified and addressed.  

· an emphasis on participation, which requires the establishment of mechanisms for holding government, at all levels, accountable to their promises and ensures that people are informed of their rights and able to claim them in the longer term.  

The human rights approach to globalisation:

In the context of globalisation, this approach acknowledges that the accelerating integration of activities in all spheres will only benefit all if the civil, political, social and economic rights of individuals are upheld.

For example:

· Young people have a right to life, liberty and security of person. They must have the right to freedom of expression and their voices should be heard in processes of decision-making.

· Young people have a right to a healthy and safe environment, not only at home, at school and in the workplace, but also in terms of environmental sustainability.

· Young people have a right to an education, to prepare them for a place in their community.

· Young people have a right to an identity. In particular, girls and young women have a right to the same opportunities as boys and young men.

The International Youth Parliament recognises that there is an ongoing debate over whether rights are universal, or whether they are Western/northern-focused and dependent on cultural values or political contexts.

However, many of these arguments often come from governments and corporations with vested interests in sidelining human rights in favour of other economic, social or political priorities. Ultimately, difference in culture, and political and social structure, does not mean such systems are incompatible with basic human rights principles. 

Universal human rights standards are also criticised for emphasising individual rights over collective rights. However, international law does recognise some collective or group rights. These include the right to self-determination, development, democratic participation and a clean environment.

The work in this Guide recognises the critique of the framework, but reaffirms international human rights standards as the most effective and appropriate international standard with which to ensure the well-being of young people and attain an equitable form of globalisation.

4. The Key Players in Globalisation

Who are the key players in Globalisation?

We frequently hear the names of key players in globalisation, but little about their history or roles. The key players include the World Bank [http://www.worldbank.org], International Monetary Fund (IMF) [http://www.imf.org], World Trade Organization (WTO) [http://www.wto.org], Group of Seven (G7), Group of Eight (G8) and Group of 20 (G20). Between them, these organisations wield tremendous influence over global trade and the distribution of wealth. 

World Bank

Set up in 1946 as a post-World War II initiative, the World Bank, along with the United Nations (UN), International Monetary Fund (IMF) and General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs (GATT), was one of the four major post-war institutions. It was established in an attempt to stabilise the global economy. 

The main objective of the World Bank is to provide loans to developing countries, for technical assistance, redevelopment, and to assist economic growth. These loans are often made at interest rates below those of commercial banks, to finance large-scale development projects such as dams and roads. 

The World Bank frequently stimulates institutional reform in countries seeking its assistance. However, it has been argued that this assistance contributes more to the poverty of developing countries than to their development
. Due to the debt crisis, each year poor countries pay the World Bank and IMF more in debt repayments than they receive in loans. The World Bank claims its bylaws prohibit it from cancelling debts
. Nonetheless, schemes such as the Highly Indebted Poor Countries initiative have aimed at reducing the debts of some of the world’s poorest countries to economically sustainable levels. 

Chad, in West Africa, saw its debt rise from US$330 million in 1987 to US$1 billion, 10 years later; while its debt-to-GDP ratio rose from 27.9 percent in 1987 to 54.9 percent in 1997
. In other words, the proportion of debt the government pays in relation to the sum total of its earnings has almost doubled in only a decade.

Developing countries often argue that the World Bank reflects and reinforces the uneven distribution of political and economic power between countries. While most countries are members of the World Bank, voting power is linked to each member country’s shareholdings. Effectively, rich countries hold political power within the Bank.

After much criticism of its projects, the World Bank has stated that poverty reduction is its new primary objective. However, it is not under any formal obligation to respect human rights or be accountable to the lives whose activities it affects
.

Other banks, such as the regional Asian Development Bank, perform a similar role to the World Bank. Similarly, the non-democratic nature of their decision-making, lack of transparency and the need to incorporate human rights into their practices and policies, has drawn criticism by those concerned with poverty reduction and social justice. 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

Since its inception in 1945 to rebuild European economies and reintegrate the global economy, the IMF has turned to stabilising relations between its 183 subscribing countries’ currencies, and promoting international financial cooperation. 

The IMF states one of its key aims as ensuring no poor country suffers under an unmanageable economic burden. In theory, its fundamental operations of monitoring, financial assistance and technical assistance have developed to meet the changing needs of its member countries, in an evolving world economy
. It also provides temporary assistance to countries having difficulty with their balance of payments. 

There is widespread concern over Structural Adjustment Programs (SAPs) imposed by the IMF. In order to keep dept repayments current, countries indebted to the IMF often make cuts to per-person spending on public institutions, such as education. This in turn negatively affects employment, income, and the distribution of growth. Household poverty deepens, standards of living worsen, and vulnerable communities become further marginalised
. 

Critics of the IMF argue that the temporary assistance provided only worsens long-term poverty. Often, a condition of the loan is that a country’s economy must be restructured. These restructures often promote increased exports of natural resources and primary commodities. This increase, in turn, can endanger ecosystems and contributes to rural poverty
. 

It is also argued the IMF has failed to address the challenge of developing a poverty-focused approach to macroeconomic stabilisation: in other words, providing  big-picture economic solutions that aim to minimise poverty. Other criticisms describe the IMF as remote, unaccountable and undemocratic, and argue that some of its roles overlap with those already carried out by the World Bank
. 

World Trade Organization (WTO)

Following the General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs (GATT)
, the WTO was established in 1995 to oversee rules of trade between nations. It remains the only international organisation with that role. With a global membership of 123 countries, the WTO is a forum for trade negotiations. It lowers barriers such as tariffs and import quotas, and aids producers, exporters and importers to conduct their businesses successfully.

As developing countries in negotiations often have less bargaining power, there is disagreement over whether they benefit from the WTO system. The WTO states that membership of its organisation provides these countries with a better position for negotiation, as they are often disadvantaged in bilateral trade agreements; that is, in trade between two countries. However, as with bilateral trade, developing countries can still lose in multilateral trade agreements; that is, in trade between many countries. 

Developed nations enjoy enormous protection of their local industries. By providing local producers with monies such as subsidies, they ensure the viability of their industries. At the same time, developed nations use the WTO to open up markets in developing countries. Through tariffs favouring their own industries and disadvantaging those of developing countries, developed countries make it difficult for developing countries to compete
. 

According to the United Nations, developing countries lose around US$100 billion a year through the policies of developed countries. At the same time, wealthy countries’ tariff barriers are four times higher for developing countries than for developed countries
. 

If developing countries increased their share of world exports by just five percent, this would generate US$350 billion–seven times more than they receive in aid
. 

Asian Collapse

Financial liberalisation can benefit some, while severely disadvantaging others. This can be seen in the collapse of the Asian economies, which occurred in November 1997. This economic collapse resulted in a decline in real wages and a drastic deterioration in access to basic services. In Indonesia, between 1996–98, the number of people living in poverty increased fourfold to 100 million
. 

The Asian collapse was the result of many factors, including market speculation on the region’s infant economies, poor governance and massive foreign debts. It highlighted the reality that rather than preventing an economic crisis, inappropriate financial liberalisation can contribute to it
. 

The Asian collapse drew attention to the limited value of global institutions such as the IMF and World Bank, in preventing such crises. It has become particularly apparent that while some gain from WTO-advocated free trade, many–especially developing countries–suffer economic loss
. 

Transnational Corporations

Transnational Corporations, or TNCs, are a driving force behind globalisation. Through their production, trade, and investment activities, are increasingly integrating the world into a single market.  TNCs are already significant powerhouses in world trade, and this power is growing. Collectively, they account for one-quarter of global output. International production carried out with the backing of these companies is growing rapidly. Put into context, three corporations–Wal-Mart, General Motors and Ford–have a bigger turnover than Africa's entire combined GDP. 

G7 and G8

Group of Seven (G7) consists of Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Japan, Italy and the US. Heads of State from these major industrial democracies have met since 1975, to discuss major economic and political issues facing their societies. While Russia formed an alliance with G7 in 1997, its participation did not extend to certain financial or economic discussion. 

In 1998, Russia was incorporated into G7, with full rights to participate; in turn, creating Group of Eight (G8). G7, however, still continues to function alongside the formal summits. 

G8 discusses macroeconomic and microeconomic management, international trade, relations with developing countries, information technology, and concerns about energy and terrorism. G8’s stated aims include the creation of prosperity and security throughout the world.

Critics of G8 argue that it is an exclusive, powerful club that discusses issues relating to its own dominance in the process of global governance
. 

G20 

G20, the offspring of G7/G8, was created as a new mechanism for informal discussions on key economic and financial policy issues among globally significant economies. The establishment of G20 also served to promote cooperation and achieve stable and sustainable world growth that benefits all
. 

G20 attempts to gain broader regional agreement for ideas generated by G7/G8. Rather than acting as a decisional body, G20 aims to promote dialogue and study, and review policy issues among industrialised countries and emerging markets. G20 states its role as promoting international financial stability and regional balance
.

Members of G20 include the G7 countries, along with Argentina, Australia, China, Brazil, India, Mexico, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea and Turkey; with Malaysia, Thailand and Indonesia competing for the final two positions. 

Creation of G20 has prompted concern over an increasing spread of one economic worldview. Criticism focuses on concern that one dominant economic belief system will spread through G20 to an increasing reach of nations and become the prevailing method of operation, regardless of whether or not those ideas are suitable for each particular economic region
. 

5. Ten questions young people ask about globalisation

1. Is economic growth always a good thing? Is continuous growth of the economy and the current process of globalisation the only means to prosperity?

Growth (or expansion of the economy) may not always be a good thing. The current form of inequitable and unsustainable economic growth we are experiencing is damaging our natural environment, because it relies on the consumption of the world’s finite supply of natural resources. 

While these resources are consumed for the benefit of growth, the environmental impact on the planet is often disregarded. The idea of ‘sustainable development’ is less destructive: it proposes a system that meets the needs of today, without destroying the ability of future generations to meet their needs.

The increased prosperity of globalisation goes hand-in-hand with mass poverty, and the widening of the gap between rich and poor. But well-managed and equitable growth has the potential to lift people out of poverty. 

Economic growth must be accompanied by social, environmental and labour polices to be truly beneficial. Stable agricultural prices, open markets for developed nations, environmental regulations, protection of developing countries’ markets, investment in public health and education, and corporate regulation are essential parts of equitable and sustainable economic growth.

The belief that the economy must grow is closely linked with the means of measuring this growth. The most common measure is Gross Domestic Product (GDP), which is the sum of all that is produced in a given economy. This measure of growth is not a measure of well-being or quality of life. 

Some limitations of GDP include ‘negative’ costs, such as environmental disasters, which are added into the value of GDP. GDP doesn’t include work-at-home or the cash economy, or things that can’t be measured; and GDP does not show us how wealth is distributed. 

Alternative measures of economic growth do exist. They reflect different aspects of the economy that can be measured and managed independently, and sustainably. The Genuine Progress Indicator (GPI) uses 20 measures ignored in GDP, such as resource depletion and the loss of leisure time. This measure suggests a decline in these factors since the 1970s. 

According to the GDP, young people are entering a better world than their parents. According to the GPI, the opposite is true. 

It may also be noted that increased economic growth and prosperity does not necessarily create happier citizens. Despite higher levels of personal wealth, life expectancy, economic growth and development of societal infrastructure, many industrialised nations are recording increasing levels of stress, depression and relationship breakdown. 

2. If free trade provides jobs, better living conditions, access to the world and reduced levels of poverty, is trade the answer to global prosperity?

While trade can be used in the fight against global poverty, the current rigged rules and double standards of  global trade are generating incredible wealth for some, and unsustainable poverty for others.
It is widely assumed that an increase in free trade is always a good thing. While trade itself can be beneficial, the proposition that trade is always good depends on what’s being traded, the power relationship in the trade, for whom the trade is beneficial, and the rules which govern it.

The World Trade Organization (WTO) is pushing for a free trade agenda, free from any subsidies or tariffs. However, under the current system, there is a question of whether trade is actually free in both directions. Is the trade free for developing countries as well as wealthy countries? Many poorer farmers cannot compete against subsidised, mass-produced foodstuffs and are consequently falling further into poverty. 

 "Globalisation means more businessmen, less beauty." Maori activist, 2002 
Oxfam’s Make Trade Fair Campaign (http://www.maketradefair.com) states that rich countries spend US$1 billion every day on agricultural subsidies. Excess goods resulting from these subsidies are introduced into world markets, undermining the livelihoods of millions of smallholder farmers in developing countries. 

When developing countries export to the markets of rich countries, they face tariff barriers four times higher than those encountered by rich countries when they export. Those barriers cost them US$100 billion a year: twice as much as they receive in aid.

What impact has the push for ‘free trade’ had on developing countries? From their point of view, the costs are usually overlooked. For example, trading rules don’t cover labour standards. Some powerful transnational companies (TNCs) have been left free to engage in investment and employment practices that contribute to poverty and insecurity. These practices are only regulated by weak voluntary guidelines. In many countries, success in export markets is partly built on the exploitation of young women and girls.
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank loan conditions have forced developing countries into trade, and into opening their markets. While this is done to service their debt, it is often at the expense of adequately feeding and sheltering their young people. Additionally, as developing nations export commodities, the market becomes increasingly competitive. 

As a result, agricultural prices fall, making it difficult for many developing countries to expand their export earnings. Coffee prices, for example, have fallen by 50 percent since 1999 to a 30 year low, costing exporters in developing countries US$5 billion in lost foreign-exchange earnings in 5 years
. Oxfam argues that the creation of a new international commodities institution to promote price stability and end over-supply would go a long way to making trade more fair
.

“I used to think that ‘globalisation’ meant that the triple bottom line would be strengthened: social community, economic markets and environmental protection on a global level. It seems to me that it has been sold like this, but once the packaging is removed, we are left with market-strengthening strategies for a few countries that don't appear to be the ones in NEED of stronger economies.” Craig Seiler, 28, IYP Action Partner, Australia

3. Is private ownership better than government ownership?

Most countries have systems in which utilities (such as telephone, transport, prison and health systems) are owned and managed by the government; that is, publicly. Increasingly, government-owned enterprises are being sold to private companies. 

The argument that private ownership is better than public (or government) overshadows other considerations, like the nature of the utility being privatised. Some utilities need a long-term view, which is not a priority of market situations dominated by the need for short-term profit. 

By their nature, corporations run for profit are less likely to take a long-term in approach. Where environmental and labour costs are concerned, incentives are needed to engage them in sustainability and alternative means of measuring success. Supporters of government ownership argue that elected representatives are more likely to keep markets competitive and ensure that people are not forgotten over the pursuit of profits.

The recent run of corporate collapses and scandals (such as the Enron Collapse) suggests that private ownership is not necessarily more accountable or transparent, nor operated in the interests of shareholders and stakeholders. 

While private ownership may appear more efficient, many costs are externalised–or paid for by society–in addition to the increased costs of advertising and high corporate salaries. Even after privatisation, governments incur increased costs to regulate these services, and may still be called upon in times of crisis.

When utilities are privatised, ‘user-pays’ systems are often introduced and poor communities are often further disadvantaged; for example, healthcare can become too expensive for many. To avoid such inequity, when utilities are privately owned, governments subsidise services. 

One alternative to privatisation is to maintain such a system of subsidiarity (favouring ‘the local’ wherever the choice exits), while making public operation more efficient. Another alternative is for governments to expand the tax base, which would produce more desirable social outcomes. A tax on financial transactions (the Tobin Tax) and a tax on resource use are two examples. Obviously, the introduction of increased taxes would require considerable political will.
4. Is private ownership of natural, common heritage resources like water and genetic codes a positive thing? Will cheaper and better services be available to everyone?

There is pressure from some corporates, public bureaucracies and international institutions to privatise and control a range of common heritage resources; from water to genetic codes. These resources include the genetic structure of human beings, and Indigenous knowledge of seeds, medicinal herbs and products of the forest. While some may benefit from new medicines and international access to new crops, agricultural and Indigenous communities will no longer have unhindered access to resources they once freely enjoyed.

The World Trade Organization (WTO) is committed to negotiating a General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), which will make possible a global market in private healthcare, energy, welfare, pensions, education and water. In 1994, most countries signed GATS, which created a framework for corporations to buy and sell basic services. 

Normally governments, to safeguard the public interest and environment, own these services. The GATS means that the WTO will enforce its rules, and any country that does not allow for the privatisation of a public service could be penalised. Governments would no longer be able to regulate foreign investment in the public interest. There will be pressure on developing countries to privatise their services, and the underprivileged could be denied basic services–including water.

Maude Barlow, National Chairperson of the Council of Canadians
 states there is simply no way to overstate the water crisis of the planet today. Many now predict that this century’s wars will be over water. While water is increasingly being polluted, TNCs are attempting to kick-start a trade in ‘blue gold’, by making water a commodity that can be sold on the private market. 

In the privatisation of Bolivia’s water in 1999, the companies that took over in Cochabamba tripled prices. Even collecting rainwater became illegal without a permit
.

“Globalisation… is creating new boundaries and strengthening the existing frontiers. (But) what does the so-called ‘First World’ know about us? The private enterprises know about our natural resources, the governments know about our debts, the ordinary citizens know about our problems and failures. Because of many reasons, we have narrow and wrong perceptions about each other.” Ana Maria Marin, 30, IYP Action Partner, Colombia

5. Does the collapse of other systems of exchange–such as communism–prove that a free market is the only way to run an economy?

Like all systems of exchange, free market economics is an ideology, not a given. Globalisation has been promoted as a victory for democracy and the free market economy, and the fairest and most efficient mechanism for allocating resources. In practise, globalisation has operated to the exclusion of many, to concentrate economic power in the hands of a few. 

Using unlimited expansion of trade and foreign investment as measures of economic progress doesn’t necessarily result in healthy communities. Productive assets are often owned by foreign corporations, education and health systems become operated on a profit, user-pays basis, and local productivity by local populations for local populations is lost.

When the World Bank and IMF place demands on developing countries to rapidly open up their markets, the consequences for poor communities and those living in poverty are damaging. Additionally, the argument that the free market always works is not valid in developing nations, which don’t yet have a solid infrastructure in education, health and basic social services. 

Before opening markets up, developing nations need time to strengthen anti-corruption measures and protect vulnerable industries, as well as develop effective taxation systems and agricultural land management reform policies.

 6. When overseas companies invest in a country, does that foreign investment provide high quality jobs, technology transfer and greater efficiency?

Many countries are attempting to make their economies more attractive to foreign investment. Foreign investment can bring benefits to an economy, but we need to ask who benefits and who loses in the equation. We also need to ask what the cost is to the community and environment.
‘Becoming competitive’ is used as an argument for many public policy settings: reducing company taxes; reducing government expenditure; balancing budgets; reducing safety nets; lowering environmental protection standards and watering down rights. The creation of a more ‘flexible workforce’ is often accomplished by lowering standards of employment, and increasing numbers of casual workers.

The WTO has argued that environmental standards, quarantine standards, public ownership and national security considerations are all ‘trade barriers’. 

Foreign investment, can have positive impacts but often takes over business previously run by a country’s citizens, can negatively impact on a country and its communities.  

Damaging consequences also arise from downsizing, threatening to relocate that business to another country (in turn, placing further pressure on the host government), losing control of decisions affecting the local economy, and governments acting as tax havens to attract and subsidise investment of questionable value. 

When considering foreign investment, short and long-term considerations must be understood. Thorough assessments must question whether the investment provides the new technology required by the host country, whether the project invests in a better future and what the profit motive is. Do these risks outweigh the potential instability and loss of control following the investment? If there is a profit, will it stay in the local economy?

Foreign investment which is invested for quick profit has the potential to destabilise countries. As capital markets become more mobile, they become more unpredictable. Domestic markets become more vulnerable to capital ‘flight’ (ie when capital is pulled quickly out of a country) when economic changes occur, or expectations of a country’s future decline. 

7. Is bigger best? Does large-scale agricultural production benefit a country?

‘Economies of scale’ means the greater level of production, the cheaper the cost per unit. And while large-scale production can mean production at a lower cost, it often undermines local production in developing countries, and increases dependence on export crops.

Economies of scale bring many potentially negative consequences. These include the creation of monocultures and homogenised cultures, diminished diversity and the concentration of power in only a few companies. 

There are alternatives to economies of scale. One alternative is promoting local economies to produce for sustainability in the local market and the export market. Instead of global corporations managing agriculture, economic systems often operate best at a local and market level. 

Planting one crop per field may produce higher yields per acre, but planting multiple crops will have a diverse output of food. In Java, Indonesia, small farmers cultivate a total 607 species in their home gardens. Space for planting different plants beside cash crops ensures food security.

Vandana Shiva, physicist and President of the Research Foundation for Science, Technology and Ecology asks: “Who really feeds the world? My answer is very different from that given by most people. It is women and small farmers working with biodiversity… and they are more productive than industrial monocultures.” 

Large-scale agricultural production is linked to Genetically Modified (GM) and patented seeds. Native seeds are being replaced with new hybrids, which produce seeds that cannot be saved for another season, and need to be purchased each year. Maintaining diversity of seeds and products is also a strategy to prevent drought and the reduction of fertile land to barren land. 

“What the world needs to feed a growing population sustainably is biodiversity intensification, not chemical intensification or genetic engineering.
”

So far, the focus on economies of scale has been on increasing labour productivity rather than resource productivity. Sustainable development for the future partly depends on using more labour with less energy and material, rather than using less labour and more resources and energy. For example, reducing the distance coffee beans are transported reduces the amount of oil and miles of road required to transport them. 
 8. Will globalisation alleviate global poverty? Will wealth trickle-down to the people and will everyone benefit from the increased wealth generation?

The argument of the ‘trickle-down effect’ or ‘trickle-down economics’ is widely used to promote the current form of corporate globalisation. The argument implies that through the current form of globalisation, wealth, knowledge sharing, technology transfer and economies of scale will be shared and benefit all. 

Through the implementation of fair rules of trade and other public policy settings, it is possible for globalisation to reduce widespread poverty. Through the internet, globalisation can provide information on appropriate small-scale technologies and micro credit, and allow the faces and voices of impoverished people to be seen, and heard. 

However, the ‘trickle-down effect’ is working in reverse. Poverty and inequality remain entrenched worldwide. The significant majority of humanity is now born in developing nations, where nearly 1.3 billion people do not have access to safe drinking water, 840 million people are malnourished and one in seven children have no school to go to. 

Half of humanity–three billion people – survive on less than US$2 a day. A child born in Australia will have a lifetime income 74 times that of a child born in the developing world. Forty years ago, this income gap stood at 30 to 1. One hundred years ago, it was 11 to 1
. In the past decade, the world’s richest countries have increased their wealth by 30 percent and yet, overseas aid has declined by over US$12 billion
.

An alternative to the ‘trickle-down effect’ is the ‘bubble up’ approach. This approach empowers the underprivileged to initiate change, by making available the resources for change; through micro credit and small-scale appropriate technology, for example. This sort of development protects vulnerable communities, and starts by meeting immediate needs with small-scale, local and culturally appropriate initiatives.

 9. Are there alternatives to the current form of globalisation? Is it possible to reshape globalisation?

Many alternatives are available (see Chapter 9). If there are to be alternatives to the current form of globalisation, the political will to make those changes is needed. 

Courage is also needed to identify where the problems lie and undertake an honest scrutiny of globalisation. There are many broader policy and practice changes that are required to reshape globalisation. An alternative form of globalisation would need:

· strict adherence to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights to ensure the achievement of human rights for all individuals;

· the implementation of, and compliance with, the sustainable development model outlined in Agenda 21 and climate control in the Kyoto Protocol;

· corporate regulation with legally binding labour and environmental standards;

· new trade rules, including improved market access for poor countries, establishment of an international commodities institution and democratising of the WTO; 

· safeguarding of the rights and well-being of refugees; and to ensure that everyone can exercise the right to seek asylum and safe refuge in another State as outlined by the 1951 United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol;

· democratically-elected national governments controlling their countries’ development and not subject to World Bank and IMF conditions of opening their markets;

· the affirmation and upholding of the rightful status of women as equal in society, family and the workplace;

· debt cancellation to ensure that countries can prioritise healthcare and education;

· an end to the privatisation of basic social services;

· support and development of global governance structures such as the United Nations and International Criminal Court;

· adoption in full of the UN Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in its original text;

· regulation and taxes of speculative capital flows;

· immediate access to HIV/AIDS education; treatment and medicines; and,

· establishment of ethical and sustainable consumption patterns, particularly in developed nations.

It’s not a matter of one solution for everything. The answers vary according to different global regions and the specific issues of particular countries. However, many argue that a completely new approach is vital: that what is needed is a complete structural change, rather than just the changes listed above.

All the alternatives require the genuine participation and voices of young people. 

10. Is globalisation inevitable? Is there anything we can do?

Many young people feel disempowered by globalisation. But there are positive, effective actions that can be taken. For example, two powerful globalisation processes failed because of concerted opposition. The attempt to launch a new round of tariff reductions at the WTO received a signficant setback in 1999, and the proposed establishment of the Multilateral Agreement on Investment (MAI) was stopped.

Things change. Look at the demise of South African apartheid; independence for the East Timorese from Indonesia, and debt relief programs for the world’s poorest nations. 

The internet has provided our global community the enhanced capacity to communicate. In turn, that has provided an unsurpassed opportunity for ordinary citizens to become involved with the increasing number of human rights, environmental organisations and development non-governmental organisations (NGOs) acting as ‘globalisation watchdogs’.

By demanding human rights and freedoms, democratised world governing bodies, sustainable development, fair trade and an equitable international financial system, real and sustainable change can be effected.

See Chapter 9 for alternatives to globalisation, and Chapter 10 for the skills you need to effect change.

6. Why are young people important in the globalisation debate?

Young people's experience of globalisation is extremely complex and diverse. How one is affected by globalisation depends on intersecting factors such as gender, nationality, religion, ethnicity, sexuality and education.

1. Many young people are at the sharp end of globalisation. While youth are at the centre of the HIV/AIDS pandemic, trade rules are only now addressing the impact of inaccessible HIV/AIDS medicines
. Ninety percent of workers in Export Processing Zones (EPZs) are women; the majority of them are young
. Between now and 2010, 700 million young people will enter the labor force in developing countries. The International Labor Organization projects more than a billion jobs will need to be created to accommodate these new workers and reduce unemployment
.

Young farmers in developing countries are failing to compete with the heavily subsidised prices of US and European crops
. Debt repayments and the move to privatisation have pushed primary, secondary and tertiary education out of reach for millions of young people
. A global youth culture is in conflict with traditional identity, and connection to cultural roots.

Globalisation is also offering other young people untold opportunity.

Technology has given young people the means to communicate across the world. Increasingly, young people are aware of–and able to demand–their human rights. The globalisation of sustainable development has meant that young people can protect their environmental heritage. A generation of young people in developed nations has greater wealth, opportunity and choice.

“I reckon that (youth) could be split up into two separate groups. People living in rich countries, such as mine, see globalisation more as a theory than as a concrete challenge to face. On the other hand, people living in the poorest countries have to deal with it everyday; be it hunger, injustice, illnesses or lack of primary resources.” Selene Biffy, 23, Italy
These impacts are magnified by the fact that young people are, globally, the largest single demographic group, with more than one billion young people aged 15–24. However, more than 85 percent of these young people live in developing countries, where the impacts are more negative than positive.

“It seems that globalisation may create uneven development. There are still countries left out in the globalisation process. There are countries who are part of the process but do not benefit from it. As a result we, the youth, are experiencing uneven development because of globalisation process.

“We have to admit that globalisation is happening and we just can’t wish it away. The essential thing is to recognise each country's role in the process so that (the) political and economic state of our nations is stable. And the most important thing is that globalisation must improve conditions of young people; not deepen social injustice.” Ha Lan Anh, 17, IYP Action Partner, Vietnam
2. Young people are one of the world's greatest resources. And yet, the specific concerns of young people are often marginalised. Many leaders in society give little credit and validity to discussions and views of youth. Young people, especially those from developing countries, are still highly under-represented participants in decision-making–at all levels.

Community development models tell us that to identify solutions, we should speak to those experiencing the problem. Therefore, the solutions needed to address globalisation’s inequities cannot be effectively identified without the participation and perspectives of youth. 

There is great potential for young people to participate in strategic direction and on-the-ground development. The rules and processes of globalisation can only benefit if youth have a greater voice within decision-making.

Young people are energetic, flexible, have innovative ideas and unique perspectives. They have an eager appreciation of cultures and difference, and are open to change. Young people are optimistic, practical and motivated and can make informed decisions. Through knowledge and the sharing of information, young people can educate others.

3. Young people are effective and motivated actors for social change, because they understand and experience the issues.  

Youth today face the challenge of ensuring that development is sustainable and equitable. Young leaders are educating and empowering people about what action they can take in their everyday lives. Steps are being taken to ensure the benefits of globalisation reach all young people, and that there is long-term ecological sustainability. Youth lead thousands of organisations and projects around the world, taking action to address the many issues confronting them. 

Many young people agree that a world view valuing economic wealth above all else should be challenged. Young people are calling for sustainable livelihoods and equity in development, recognising youth rights and protecting the environment. The values of society should reflect the importance of equality, maintaining cultural diversity and preserving natural resources. 

“Together we lobby, we educate, we become educated, we raise consciousness within our local communities, together we are a stronghold force that will place the much needed pressure on the power structures around the world that are fuelling globalisation for the worse!" Melissa McKenzie, 22, Australia
But they cannot do it alone. Governments, international institutions, the private sector and civil society must work in partnership with young people
, to implement the changes young people have identified as necessary.

"Youth are the leaders of today, and not tomorrow. We are assets, not liabilities. We are solutions and not a problem to be solved." Soraya Mentoor, 24, IYP Action Partner, South Africa
7. Globalisation’s impact on youth in all regions

Young people are particularly affected by, and increasingly involved in, globalisation. Their experiences and the impacts of this process are diverse. Differences are particularly profound between the different regions of the world, given the divergence in their characteristics and requirements. Here, we unearth the issues young people are facing in each region of the world. 

A. Youth and Africa

Africa’s history reflects a process of colonisation that has occurred with little regard for the improvement of African people. Today in Africa, globalisation has brought incursions of global companies and organisations exploiting resources and setting trade patterns, investment policies, debt arrangements and political alliances
. 

A growing awareness among policy-makers, government and youth sets young people as the key to achieving long-term, sustainable development for Africa. 

While a significant percentage of the African population are aged 15–25, many live with limited access to education, technology or employment. This makes them particularly vulnerable to globalisation’s challenges
. The challenges being faced by Africa’s youth include unemployment, the mobilisation of child soldiers, access to primary, secondary and non-formal education, availability of HIV/AIDS medicines and orphan care, and sustainable livelihoods. Globalisation has also brought some positives to Africa in terms of human rights and gender awareness.

"Globalisation has made us aware of our rights as youth, and in particular many young women have certainly benefited to a great degree from this new development of knowledge." Patrick Mpedzisi, IYP Action Partner, 27, Zimbabwe

In response to these challenges, young people are fostering a growing awareness and taking action to achieve social service provision and political change. This is a strong indication of the impact globalisation is having on Africa’s youth. 

In 2001, President Wade of Senegal emphasised this by stating that youth are society’s prime, richest resource; that young people’s intelligence, generosity and commitment is an important layer of society and should be the target of any development effort
.

The African Youth Parliament (AYP)

The AYP is an initiative of the African delegates (aged 15–28) who attended the International Youth Parliament in 2000. AYP will serve as a vehicle for young people across the African continent to develop specific skills and action initiatives, in order to effect positive change within their communities, their nations and Africa. 

AYP’s vision and mission is to harness the cumulative energies of  African youth to engage them in continuous action and dialogue, directed at building a peaceful, equitable and sustainable Africa.

The agenda of AYP2003 will focus on five significant areas: Breaking the Cycle of Poverty, Youth in Conflict, Leadership and Governance in Africa and Socio-Economic Development and HIV/AIDS. Training, skills exchange and capacity building will form the sixth pillar of AYP’s agenda.  It will feature debate and discussion on policy and advocacy issues, advice and talks from inspirational speakers and decision-makers, training in the knowledge and skills appropriate for effecting positive change and most importantly, the opportunity to formulate strategies for individual action at a local level. 

"Nations are reeling in recurring fiscal deficits, bad governance practice and poor leadership, which has cost the continent considerable economic prosperity and human resources. Young people have been caught up in these challenges both as victims and agents for change. Now is the time for young people to make the change." Alfred K'Ombudo, Coordinator, AYP

For more information, see http://www.ayparliament.org

Africa and globalisation: a long history

As a result of globalisation, the philosophy of individualism is spreading throughout Africa and traditional attributes are fast disappearing
. Young people are born into a globalising continent, where new values are failing to provide a safety net.

In most African countries, effective European rule lasted long enough to undermine many African institutions and societal values. The resulting social crisis can be seen in the continent’s crumbling economies, recurrent famine, external debts and soaring unemployment. At the heart of the crisis are youth, who have inherited the distorted economic structures and socio-political systems developed during and after colonialism.

“There is no such thing as ‘globalisation’ in any real sense. Politicians and business leaders are just interested in globalising markets and maximising profits and political influence. But when it comes to sharing world problems like poverty, refugees, conflict resolution, they are the first to shy away. I have come to believe that politicians and business leaders are taking the whole world for a ride, as far as globalisation is concerned!” Ignatius Mugabo, 29, IYP Action Partner, Rwanda
The African Union was officially launched in Durban, South Africa, on 9 July 2002 to replace the Organisation of African Unity. Its structure is based loosely on that of the European Union. The African Union upholds the sovereign equality and independence of its 53 member states and aims to promote peace, security and solidarity on the African continent. There is hope this may assist in the resolution of conflicts, address poor governance, as well as going some way to advocate for extra support in aid, trade and debt relief that is needed.

Debt

Africa’s economic crisis began in the 1970s. African governments took advantage of readily available international loans but, in many cases, lacked the expertise or institutions to ensure they were used for priority development projects. Unfortunately, substantial portions of these loans found their way into the pockets of corrupt, privileged members of society
. 

By the end of the 1980s, most sub-Saharan countries (African countries below the Sahara Desert) were forced to devote between 40–82 % of their earnings to redeem their foreign debt.
Today, Africa’s youth are experiencing the negative impacts of debt. Debt continues to plague Africa’s capacity to make public investments and respond to the social and environmental needs of its youth. In return for new loan packages, African countries agreed to a number of externally devised policy recommendations. 

These recommendations gave priority to the development of primary and secondary industry, and countries were required to reassess spending on healthcare facilities, education and infrastructure to meet the schedule of debt repayments.

Africa’s debt burden, when compared to its economic size, is twice as large as that of any other region. 33 of the 41 countries are classified as heavily indebted
.
Trade

Trade performance across the African continent varies greatly. Although Mauritius and Botswana have grown, most African countries have been stagnant or moving backwards since 1980. Among other factors, this is related to the colonial legacy and a concentration of exports in commodities that have rapidly devalued–such as coffee
. 

Economic globalisation has also played a part in this, by exposing African countries to the rules of a global trading system defined by wealthy nations. When coffee prices devalue, coffee farmers in Tanzania have to reduce their general consumption, take children out of school and reduce their spending on healthcare
. Tanzanian women and youth are the first to suffer; and young men often have to migrate to the city in search of work.

“Globalisation involves the opening of economies (and thereby societies) to a global market, as a result of the present and prevalent capitalist system. Founded on such principles as deregulation, liberalisation and privatisation, it has resulted in not only the economic displacement of peoples but more importantly, the obliteration of entire cultures and societies.” Kossi Ogubo, 22, IYP Action Partner, Togo
Adjustment policies introduced by the IMF and World Bank strongly encouraged participating African countries to adopt free trade policies. As a result, African economies are the most open in the world. Powerful Western countries took advantage of this, while continuing to protect their own industries. 

In 1990, the IMF classified 75 % of African countries as operating ‘restrictive’ trade regimes, with none classified as ‘open’ (referring to whether African markets are open to foreign products and investment). In 2002, the IMF refers to only 14 % of African trade regimes as ‘restrictive’, with 43 % now classified as ‘open’
. 

Yet, due in particular to closed Western markets, Africa has not been able to increase its export trade. If Africa, East Asia, South Asia and Latin America only increased their share of world exports by one percent each, the resulting gains could lift 128 million people out of poverty (www.maketradefair.com). Many developed nation's markets, however, are not open to African products.
Education

Writing about his own childhood, Nelson Mandela described education as the “great engine of personal development”. For millions of African youth, this engine is not available, and the social and economic costs are beyond estimation. 

Exclusion from education in Africa deprives youth of the skills necessary to help themselves, and undermines the productive capacities of impoverished households. Sub-Saharan Africa is the only region in the world where the absolute number of children out of school is growing. On current trends, 54 million children will be out of school by 2015
.

Education, especially privatised education, is often too costly for rural families. The cost of school fees, books and labour lost to the household is prohibitively high. It is often seen as more beneficial for children to stay at home to work, and learn the skills that will secure a livelihood
.

Modern Western education is also replacing traditional Indigenous learning strategies. As many students leave the land to study in larger cities, social structures and cultural ties are being broken. 

Aid

In 1999, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) reported that Africa receives $US21 per person in aid per year. By contrast, Oceania received $US196, and Europe received $US38. From 1991–99, the percentage of total aid going to Africa dropped from 37 % to 26 %
.  

Despite the continuous flow of aid, Africa’s widespread problems show little sign of lessening. It has become clear that the aid program has failed, partly because of the way funding has been used. Neither local people, nor young people, have been significantly involved in the design, implementation or evaluation of development programs and projects.

In order to achieve all the Millennium Development Goals, northern governments should increase their aid budgets to Africa by $40bn each year. This is the equivalent of approximately six weeks subsidy to farmers in OECD  countries
.

Agriculture

In response to pressure from the IMF and World Bank, as well as the need to repay debts, major changes have occurred within the agricultural industry. Small-scale farmers are now in competition with large commercial estates. As a result, young farmers have moved off the land as agriculture becomes less viable. These changes have led to a decline in crop varieties, and an increase in water use and commercial fertiliser. 

African youth are growing up in countries where the quality and quantity of food is insecure, resulting in malnutrition and loss of life. The Southern African famine of 2002 is currently placing millions of young Africans at risk. 

The causes of the Southern Africa food crisis are complex and vary from country to country. However in different proportions they reflect a mixture of poverty and vulnerability, bad weather, poor governance, bad advice from donors and economic collapse. High rates of HIV/AIDS and other diseases have further sapped people's ability to cope. Donor-driven policies of liberalising African food production have been especially controversial, with evidence that they have made it more difficult for people to grow food or to afford to buy it, while in Zimbabwe drought and land-reform policies have contributed to a collapse in food production.

Economic colonialism in Africa has compounded the existing theft and exploitation of vast natural resources with inadequate environmental regulations, and the relative powerlessness of local communities when faced with foreign corporate interests.

“The usual trade relationships between developed and developing countries have always benefited the developed country, making the developing ones... just net exporters of primary commodities where prices are dictated by developed countries. A reform in this area and fairness could bring relief that would enhance development in developing countries. Because of the gap in trade difference, proceeds do not meet their developing targets.” Michael Owusu Obimpeh, 22, Ghana
Technology
With the exception of a few countries, the African continent has been unable to keep up with new technological developments. While in Europe and the Americas the number of telephones per 100 people is above 30, in Asia, that number is as low as six, with Africa only able to provide fewer than two telephones per 100 people
.

Africa is also the least computerised region in the world. In 1996, for example, 22 African capitals had full internet connectivity, but only Senegal was able to provide access outside the capital city
. The implications for African youth are far-reaching. The ‘digital divide’ means young Africans are less able to access the benefits that Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) can provide
.

The story is not all bad. Urban South African school children are becoming familiar with ICTs through the school curriculum. Joint initiatives are being developed and trailed, as demonstrated through the South African School Net Program, the Mount Kenya Telecommunications Project and Egypt’s 21st Century Club. These are all examples of ICT projects involving youth as managers and users
. 

According to Schoolnet Africa, the aim of such programs is to empower African youth to participate in the global world, through the effective use of ICTs
. Such programs also allow youth to share their ideas and experiences.

“In fact, globalisation has a direct impact by the utilisation of the ICTs for students that facilitates contact with the other youngsters of the world. That is just great!” Xavier Ndona, 27, Democratic Republic of Congo
Health

Factors associated with HIV infection include a lack of adequate healthcare, low levels of education, poor living conditions, and limited access to basic services, rapid urbanisation, unemployment and poverty. In a sense, poverty is exacerbating AIDS, and AIDS is exacerbating poverty
.

The number of people infected with HIV/AIDS globally has reached an estimated 34.3 million. Approximately 95 % live in developing nations and 70 % live in sub-Saharan Africa alone
. The global HIV/AIDS prevalence rate was 1.07 % in 2000; while for Sub-Saharan Africa, the average was 8.57 %
.
AIDS-related mortality of family members has a dramatic impact on young people’s prospects. For example, the death or sickness of a parent, particularly a mother, can have a disruptive impact on a young person’s education. Many, particularly female children, are forced to leave school to replace the lost income or production.

The devastating impact of the disease has led to the formation of organisations in African countries, and globally. One such organisation is Youth Against AIDS (YAA). YAA aims to raise awareness of the numerous and often life-threatening impacts of HIV/AIDS. The success of the program can be seen through the fact that youth are educating youth. YAA demonstrates the growing empowerment and awareness of youth, about the implications of HIV/AIDS. They are responding in their own ways through meetings, lobbying and networking
.
Lamin Camara is an IYP Action Partner. His action plan is the promotion of HIV/AIDS awareness among young Gambians. In implementing this plan, he uses the strategy of public education on the airways. Lamin and his friends from the Lend a Hand Society  host a weekly radio show, 'We Care'. Issues such as stigmatisation of HIV/AIDS sufferers are addressed, and callers are encouraged to ask questions and tell their stories. Lamin believes it has helped eradicate ignorance and stigmatism of the disease. Several appearances on television have addressed similar issues, and created a general awareness among young Gambians on HIV/AIDS, methods of prevention, and ways of coping with HIV/AIDS in the community.
B. Youth and Asia

The experience of globalisation for Asia represents the promise of boosting economic prosperity; and the social and environmental consequences of integration into the global marketplace. Differing noticeably between South Asia and East Asia, globalisation has facilitated international integration, exposed local economies to global marketplace standards, and spread Western cultural practices. It has also provided an opportunity for economic growth, technological advancement and political participation by local communities.  

However, the benefits of globalisation are distributed unevenly. Its negaitves have been felt sharply by young people, particularly young workers, farmers and students. Governments have not adequately addressed social or community policies designed to address such inequality.  

“Globalisation is the system for the capitalists, for monopolising trade and other resources, for the benefit and/or interest of their own.” Marvin Lim, 24, Philippines
“Globalisation denotes close connection among nations for human progress. I have come to know of the modern and progressive civilization and culture of the West. The people of my country have learnt a lot about the decent standards of life due to globalisation.” Mohammad Masood, 26, Pakistan

Money

Globalisation processes in Asia can be traced back to the 1960s, when countries began to look outside national borders to achieve faster growth. The end of Communism created the climate for broader economic and political integration. As formal barriers to international trade were reduced, the movement of capital, along with World Trade Organization (WTO) and ASEAN attempts to achieve economic integration, sped up the process. Increased access to information has resulted in lower costs for its provision and transactions, in turn making it accessible to a wider population
.

However, rapid economic growth in the region has not necessarily translated into significant poverty alleviation.  After East Asia, South Asia has been the second fastest growing region in the world in the past decade; its average annual growth rate is 5.3%. It also remains one of the poorest regions. 45% of the population lives below the international poverty line of US$1 a day, comprising about 40% of the world's poor
. 67% of the world’s poor lived in the Asia-Pacific region in 1998.

“Globalisation has meant that we can produce more products for consumption and the increased flow of information enables more efficient use of resources. Generally speaking, people can enjoy higher standards of living through a wider range of goods and services made available by globalisation. However, the polarisation of wealth may accelerate. This is because the rich can gain more from globalisation than (poor communities), through trading and so on. The greater interdependence will also lead to wider economic impact when a country goes into recession. This may make some export-oriented countries vulnerable.” Patricia Li, 15, Hong Kong

The media represents China's youth as having evolved into a generation of mobile phone and internet users. However, despite reports of recording-breaking economic growth in China and India, over 800 million people in China are still classed as ‘peasants’. Economists such as Professor Sachs
 point out the ‘solid economic development of 300 million people', but states there is no way of knowing who–and how many–have been left out. 

Despite government claims to the contrary, many rural farmers believe they are getting poorer–particularly as young people move to the cities, in search of work as labourers or factory workers in export industries. Oxfam states that as China 'opens up', more of the rural population will face unemployment and their incomes will fall further, meaning more surplus rural labourers will flow into the cities, where opportunities are already tight. Worsening conditions of labour and a more fierce job market are likely to follow
.

The Asian Miracle and the Asian Crisis

In the late 1980s and 1990s, Asia experienced miracle economic growth. Both the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank agreed it was due to outward-oriented trade policies, and the faith shown by foreign investors in the Asian market. Since 1965, Asia’s share of the world’s GDP has almost tripled. 

However, this was negatively impacted by the economic collapse of 1997. Many factors played a part in the crisis. These included the overrating of investment opportunities in the region by investors, inadequate knowledge of the extent of foreign debt and a lack of public ownership of industrial companies, banks and financial institutions
. The Asian crisis revealed, among other things, the fragility of the region.  It also showed the long term resilience of the global market.

International debt

To 1999, the Official Development Assistance received by South Asia was US$4,273.3 trillion. 

One month after the economic crisis, the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
 announced a US$17 billion emergency rescue package. It soon became clear this was not enough. In late 1997, North Korea, South Korea, Indonesia and the Philippines had a combined debt of US$110 billion. 

The loans were tied to reform measures dictated by the lending institutions. These have had a negative impact on social and welfare spending in the region. Indonesia was forced to adopt Structural Adjustment Programs  (SAPs) to qualify for loans. In turn, these have contributed to a growing number of social and health problems.

The Helen Keller International reports that 60% of Java’s youth are affected by anaemia, a key sign of malnutrition and cause of permanent mental impairment. Diarrhoea rates have doubled in young people and women
. In Indonesia, child immunisation had nearly been universal. Now, common vaccinations for measles, mumps, rubella and other youth-related diseases are beyond the budget of poor families. 

And yet, while Indonesia allocated 0.7% of its GDP to health in 1998, 12.5% of its GDP serviced its debt.  

“I do believe that free trade is a very good tool, but only if it is utilised in the right and just way–with absolutely no exploitation of the poor. As for strategies... Rome wasn't built in a day, so forget about the world being built so. Patience is the key. There has to be an adequate time for liberalisation of domestic policies; the next step being a free trade process among the developing regions. 

“That is a platform for them to get used to the practice first, without intimidation from the big bullies, and then the integration with all of the world: a plan which is spread over 15–20 years, with a constant international supervision. And when I say international supervision, I mean a council comprising of the world representatives and not just US or UK.” Ved Raman, 21, India
Education and Employment

Youth literacy in East Asia is at 97.2%, while in South Asia it stands at 69.8%
. Debt has particular repercussions for education in Asia, and coupled with the SAPs imposed by the World Bank and IMF have meant that governments to slash education subsidies
. 

Following the introduction of the SAPs, an additional 20 million people have been driven below the poverty line in Indonesia; with 1.3 million children dropping out of school
. East Asia's experience serves as a timely reminder that financial problems in global markets have a human dimension
. In Indonesia, it was estimated that the number of children who dropped out of primary school during 1998 reached 1.6 million; twice its 1996 levels. 

Figures in Thailand were similar. The Asian crisis has prompted the need for policy reforms, including developing institutional capacity, regulation of capital markets and integration of social policy into the World Bank and IMF programs.

“Eradication of poverty should be more important than anything. The best strategy is education.”

Thanh Van Tran, 16, Vietnam 

The 1997 Asian crisis meant a rapid decrease in employment opportunities. Conditions of the IMF rescue package had devastating consequences for employment as well. In South Korea, a US$58 billion Structural Adjustment Program in 1998 caused a daily average of 8,000 people to lose their jobs
.  Indonesia was the worst hit, with unemployment rising to 15 million; three times the 1996 level
.

Of course, education can be much broader than formal schooling. In many countries throughout Asia, informal education is prevalent.

Evelin Ananya, 23, IYP Action Partner, India

Evelin is a member of Ghumusar Mahila Sangathan (GMS), an Indian Indigenous women’s organisation. GMS targets issues relating to human rights and indigenous women in India. Her organisation's goals include working for women’s emancipation, social justice, equality and development, promoting quality and relevant education and raising health awareness–such as decreasing infant mortality rates and increasing nutritional status.  

As a member of GMS, Evelin works as a Youth and Women’s Organiser and Trainer, and runs programs concerning gender issues, women’s rights, community health and Land and Forest Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Sweatshops

Since the 1970s globalisation has significantly transformed Asian labour markets, with human capital identified as Asia’s 'ticket' into the world market. Governments cooperated with foreign companies in shifting their manufacturing contracts from the developed to the developing world.  

A large portion of this growth relies on the labour of unskilled young people; in particular, young women without access to educational institutions
. In most Asian countries, prior to the 1970s’ economic success, women made up less than 5 % of the labour force
. In 1997, that figure rose to 44%. This has some positive aspects, however, entrenched pay discrimination and widespread stereotypes combine to concentrate female labour in low-paying, low status repetitive assembly-line jobs. 

In Bangladesh, the number of garment factories grew from four in 1978 to 2400 by 1995. These factories employed 1.2 million workers; 90% of whom were young women under the age of 25. The garment industry accounts for almost three-quarters of female wage employment in Bangladesh. Prevalence of this type of work leads to mass migration of young women from rural villages, making them prone to exploitation.  

Some factories are known as ‘sweatshops’, as they produce consumer goods designed in a Western country, using cheap materials sourced from the developing world. The goods are then marketed to consumers in the developed world, using mass-marketing campaigns and branding techniques
. 

Treatment of workers is linked to global economic conditions. Overseas working conditions are influenced by the tightness of the labour market; origin of foreign investment; government policies on setting and enforcing standards; the nature of the manufacturing sector; consumer pressure and corporations’ profit motives
. 

Julianto grew up in Purwerejo, a village in Central Java in Indonesia. 

Like many rural areas in Indonesia, Purwerejo has had a mostly negative experience of globalisation. During the 1970s President Suharto, the military dictator who ruled Indonesia for 31 years, strongly encouraged farmers to copy farming techniques used in North America and Europe. 

Many Indonesian farmers replaced the traditional diversity of rice species with a single rice crop, and replaced traditional farming methods with new methods, which required the use of chemical pesticides and fertilisers. This brought a short-term boom in food production, but over the longer term, the new farming techniques reduced the fertility of Java's soil, increased farmers' costs and made them more vulnerable to plant diseases, such as rice blight. 

In the 1990s, through the World Trade Organization (WTO), Indonesia came under increasing pressure to open its borders to food imports. Some of these imports are heavily subsidised by the countries they came from, making it extremely difficult for Indonesian farmers to compete.

All this meant that in 1997, when Julianto finished high school (at the age of 17), there was not much to keep him in Purwerejo. He travelled to Serang in West Java and got a job in the PT Nikomas Gemilang factory, making shoes for Nike and Adidas. He worked in the ‘hot press’ section, pressing the soles of shoes together.

He worked in the factory until April 2000. He and the other 23,000 workers in the factory were paid approximately $US1 for a standard day's work. At that time, you needed about $US1.50 per day to meet the basic needs of a single adult, and to meet the basic needs of a couple with a small child you needed about $US2.50 per day. So to meet his own needs and to save small amounts to send home for his family, Julianto worked a lot of overtime. 

In his section, workers commonly worked 53 hours per week, and many workers did other jobs after hours. In the sewing and assembling section, people worked between 60–70 hours per week. 

Life was hard. The factory provided dormitory accommodation for workers, but they were crammed 12 to a room, and slept on wooden floors without a pillow or even a mat to sleep on. Workers were under constant pressure to reach quotas–which were much too high. Supervisors frequently swore at workers who worked too slowly, calling them "dog", "bitch", "pig" or "stupid". The pressure to work fast sometimes resulted in accidents. In some sections, it was not uncommon for a worker to lose a part of his or her finger in the cutting machines. 

In 1999, Julianto and a number of other workers attended a training course about workers' rights. After this, they started to get more organised and in December 1999, held a demonstration in the factory asking for better pay and conditions. After the demonstration ended, most of the workers who organised it were called by the company and threatened that if they continued to organise workers, they would have to resign or else they would be attacked by hired thugs.

Julianto was called away from his work and taken into an office. There were two managers and a soldier from the Indonesian army there. They were very angry. They shouted at him and slammed the table. They told Julianto that he and his friends had to disband the workers’ committee. They told him that if workers organised another demonstration, they would be taken to the police or visited by hired thugs. The pressure was so intense that by April 2000, all of the workers who had organised the demonstration had resigned. 

Julianto now works in a local union. He says that as a result of international pressure, some things have improved in the Nikomas factory. Workers lose their fingers in dangerous machines less often. Although supervisors still shout at workers, they no longer call them “dogs” or “monkeys”. Unfortunately, wages are still so low workers can't afford to look after their children, and must send them back to their home villages to be looked after by relatives. Many workers at the factory only get to see their children two or three times per year.

Julianto is part of the international anti-sweatshop movement, an international campaign to persuade companies to pay decent wages and allow workers to form their own organisations. At Oxfam, we publicise conditions in factories producing for brand-name companies, and organise demonstrations outside shops selling the products of companies that refuse to treat workers properly. 

lf enough of us work together, we can build a new kind of globalisation.

>>Get involved: http://www.caa.org.au/campaigns/nike/action/index.html
Human Trafficking and the Sex Industry

Human trafficking involves transporting people away from their communities, by the threat or use of violence, deception, or coercion, to be exploited or enslaved as workers for sex or labour. 

A recent US Government Report estimated that between 700,0000–2,000,000 women and children are trafficked across borders each year. From 1993–95, the global sex industry generated an estimated US$20–23 billion income
. Extreme poverty in the developing world and demand for the sex industry (both domestic and international) has a terrible impact on people’s lives.   

Shirin (not her real name), now 25, was first trafficked when she was about 10 years old. She was married to a 30-year-old Indian man, who did not demand a dowry. He took her to India and forced her into prostitution. When she refused, she was beaten. She managed to escape and found her way home. 

When she was 14, she was married again. Her husband turned out to be a trafficker. She was taken to India and forced to work in a cigarette factory. She lived in his house and her mother-in-law, who ran a brothel, forced her to be a prostitute. 

After six months, she escaped and managed to return home. She now lives with her parents, who are too poor to support her and where she is seen as a burden. Because she has been a prostitute, she is seen as having shamed her family
.

Engagement: Information Communication Technology

Information Technology (IT) is strengthening the processes of globalisation. The effects of this are seen in countries dominating this new market, as well as those excluded from it
. Some developing countries in Asia have profited from the ICT industry, and the export opportunities created. 

In India, the industry generated US$7.7 billion in 1999: 15 times its 1990 levels. Employment in the software industry was estimated to rise from 180,000 in 1998 to 2.2 million in 2008. 

Access to technology is a separate issue. In China, the 15 least-connected provinces, with 600 million people, have only four million internet users (0.6%)
. While 80% of China’s overall users are aged 18–24, there is still concern for rural-dwelling youth
. 

In Thailand, 90% of users live in urban areas, which contain only 24% of the country’s population
.  Similarly, 1.3 million of India’s 1.4 million internet connections are concentrated in just five states
. 

Human Rights 

Much debate has centred around whether universal conceptions of human rights are incompatible with ‘Asian values’. Political leaders often argue that economic development must take precedence over human rights and democracy; and that patriarchal governance is characteristic of Asian culture. Arguments that human rights are universal are often denounced as imperialistic Western interference.  

“Globalisation is having an increasing impact on communities, so it is important to organise campaigns, especially aiming at young adults since they will be in charge of the society in the future. Therefore, it is vital to introduce human rights and other related concepts to us now.” Patricia Li, 15, Hong Kong
Globalisation has facilitated alternative media, enabling access to broader perspective. However, these communications systems have also facilitated the ‘Westernisation’ of Asia. Global culture has transformed the notion of Asian culture, with middle-class youth in Jakarta typifying trends elsewhere in Asia. Young people conform to particular types of fashion, music, film, food and sexuality. 

“I live in India. My people have lost their culture. Almost everyone is Westernising.” Vijay Saki, 21, India
“Youth are a precious group of people and future leaders. They should be exposed to different cultures and environments, so that they can be more aware of what is going on in other parts of the world. This will open their mind and make very distinct cultures more familiar.” Alex Lee, 21, Malaysia
Environment

The major cause of environmental decline and resource scarcity in Asia has been “the industrialisation of Asia within the world economy”
. Environmental challenges include air and water pollution
, deforestation
, and loss of biodiversity, land degradation, disposal of hazardous and toxic waste and global environmental concerns, particularly climate change.

Masuma Sharipova, 22, IYP Action Partner, Tajikistan
Masuma is a member of the Union of Progressive Youth in Tajikistan. The organisation aims to support and encourage students and young workers in their innovations and undertakings, as well as mobilising youth to build democracy in a society which is still not completely ‘open’. 

Alongside other members from the organisation, Masuma targets young people, providing ecological education and training programs. She also assists in the production of the environmental journal, Ecological Herald.

The most immediate issue is air quality throughout southeast Asian countries in particular, but also through the region as a whole. In the 1990s, the United Nations Environmental Program rated Bangkok as the second most polluted city in the world, followed by Jakarta
.  The lead content of the air presents one of the greatest threats to human health in Asia. Young people are particularly vulnerable, because they are developing mentally and physically.  

Poor countries do not have the money or incentives to implement global environmental standards. In many cases, environmental degradation, ranging from tropical deforestation to factory pollution, is sustaining economic growth. 
C. Youth and the Americas

(i) North America

Young people in the US and Canada are among the most privileged in the world. With access to some of the best education, health and employment opportunities, globalisation has accelerated their positions as world leaders and secured their status as the wealthiest citizens of the globe. 

North America is a key engine behind globalisation; being a leader in international trade, home to corporations and institutions that constitute the international marketplace, and a central point for global media and consumer culture. It is also home to many organisations and academics opposed to the current form of globalisation.

Within the US and Canada, globalisation is also widening the divide between young people enjoying the benefits of globalisation and those suffering its negative consequences. Increased urbanisation and changes to the workforce have impacted on rural communities and the urban landscape. Migration has also changed the social structure and identity of North America
. 

A powerful youth movement has emerged that is lobbying for an equitable, sustainable and alternative model of globalisation.

In the United States, the youth population in 2000 was 37,506,375, which amounts to 13.5% of the population. In Canada, the youth population was 4,018,949 or 13.1% of the overall population
.  

Education and Employment

The US and Canada are consistently ranked at the top of the Human Development Index produced by the United Nations Development Program (UNDP). The United Nations World Development Report 2001 states that the combined primary, secondary and tertiary gross enrolments for Canada and the US respectively were 100% and 94%. The literacy rate for people aged above 15 was 99% for both the US and Canada
.   

As US and Canadian economies are successful, higher public expenditure goes towards education, and youth enjoy high rates of education and literacy. Access to education represents access to further employment opportunities, and capacity to interact with society on local and global levels. 

However, young Hispanic, African American and first nation communities in North America do not necessarily benefit.

“Globalisation has destroyed our uniqueness of thought. As Indigenous people, we begin to see ourselves as not worthy and poorly educated–when in fact, our traditional skills and knowledge are not valued but are highly evolved. 

“People define us as poor, but we are not in the context of our Indigenous life. Globalisation is self-destruction. We as Indigenous people have a diversity of economies that have sustained us through thousands of years.” Corrine Sanchez, 23, US
In 1985, the average American made over 30% more than the average German, 40% more than the average Japanese, nearly 50% more than the average citizen of the United Kingdom, and 5,500% more than the average Ethiopian
.

Consumerism 

A factor determining the overall livelihoods of youth in the US and Canada is consumer culture. Consumer culture, or consumerism, refers to the consumption of goods and services by individuals and groups
. This culture is primarily concentrated in capitalist, northern industrialised countries. Along with consuming goods and services for basic needs, people consume for self-expression and identity
.  

"Teenagers are perhaps the largest group of consumers and are also one of the groups who show the greatest indifference to the negative effects of globalisation... Globalisation is something that I think students are aware of, but simply are not concerned about because it hasn't been made clear to them that their consumer habits ultimately affect the lives of people they've never seen before–albeit in an indirect way–and probably live in places they've never heard of." Alex Yiu, 21, Canada
Youth are particularly vulnerable, and many companies deliberately manipulate youth culture as a marketing tool, in North America and around the world.

“I live and breathe a very North American culture and live in a very North American economy. Seeing other cultures outside our continent becoming more 'Western' is both convenient and upsetting at the same time. Having visited other cultures, I appreciate their diversity and approach to life.” Leo Wong, 22, Canada
How do you ask a consumer-driven society to reduce their consumption? How do young people in North America and the rest of the industrialised world redraw the line between necessity and desire? Young people hold great potential to bring about changes to our consumption patterns, and as a result, the social and environmental impact of consumption.

Many natural resources are finite, requiring environmentally and socially damaging processes to extract, process, package and distribute. By its very nature, consumerism steeply divides the ‘haves’ from the ‘have-nots’. For example, while a diamond symbolises wealth, love and prestige in Western society, African communities in Angola have suffered environmental degradation and human rights abuses through the workings of the diamond trade.

September 11 

In light of September 11, youth in the US and Canada are currently confronted with a period of significant change. Some have suggested the September 11 attacks symbolised attacks against globalisation, Westernisation and capitalism. 

“I was born in a city where terrorist acts became daily news. Bombs are the voice of those whose reasoning is dumb… Some years ago a single murder was news here, but now only a massacre deserves to be in the front page of a newspaper… 

“We have turned into amnesic citizens with a tremendous ability to forget without having forgiven. Our core values are being erased from our hearts in order to write a new tradition: the tradition of revenge. 

“Terrorism was the origin of this chaos where life is not even respected. Don’t you let it happen in your local planet. Let’s express ourselves against any kind of terrorism. Maybe our voice could sound louder than those bombs deafening our world.” Ana María Marín, 29, IYP Action Partner, Colombia (12 September 2001)
September 11 prompted an important change in the American mindset, and changed how many American youth view themselves on a global level; making them acutely aware of global interconnectedness, and the vulnerability of national borders. 

However, the attacks also brought a strong sense of nationalism, and heightened levels of fear, suspicion and insecurity. The War on Terror is challenging America’s allies, as well as its enemies. Many see the war as part of America’s neo-liberal agenda, including its links to the military economic machine.

Environment

The North American lifestyle significantly impacts on the rest of the world. 20% of the world’s population consumes over 70% of its material resources, and owns over 80% of its wealth. While this percentage of the world population includes people in almost every country, it is mostly concentrated in Westernised, consumerist nations: the US, Canada, Western Europe, Saudi Arabia, Australia and Japan
. The US is said to use a total of 30% of the world’s energy supply, while housing only 6% of the world’s population
.

“Why not acknowledge the fact that the South has sustained itself for centuries longer than the North, and that the North has managed to severely damage itself within 200 years? Obviously, the South understands sustainability.” Elizabeth Grande, 24, US
Our environment can no longer sustain this level of resource use. Young people are the key to addressing this pattern of over-consumption and pollution. 

“In the USA: around 15 trillion kilograms of waste is produced in extracting gas, coal, oil and minerals. 136 billion kilograms of chemicals (are) used in manufacturing and processing, and 320 billion kilograms of hazardous waste from chemical production
.”

Youth Activism and Response 
North American youth are playing an active role in lobbying and protesting about the involvement of their governments in institutions like the IMF, the World Bank and the WTO. A turning-point event occurred on 30 November 1999, when the WTO began its third round of ministerial meetings in Seattle, USA. An estimated 40,000 protestors stalled the meeting; the largest recorded rally in over 20 years
.  

A resurgence of activist youth groups in the US and Canada are building links with civil society organisations.

“In anticipation of the Seattle meeting, 800 grassroots organisations from 75 countries called for resistance to the growing power of corporate greed. One of many organisations in the alliance was the United Students Against Sweatshops, who have been involved in a coordinated effort to present a view from below. They have been seeking to show what the WTO means to the lives of the world’s working people and the environment. Seattle was a global lesson
.”

“The main strategy I always see being overlooked is disseminating campaigns, so that it reaches regular youth in a local community. Often, this information gets left on a shelf of some high-functioning, leader-type youth and they are always in the loop–whereas the majority of young people don't ever find out that this was happening.” Leo Wong, 22, Canada
Online Youth Activism at Taking It Global (TIG) www.takingitglobal.org
What inspires you? TIG recognises and showcases the power of ideas, creations and inspirational stories. Are you informed? TIG is the bridge to events, organisations, and scholarships throughout the world. How are you involved? Through discussions, workshops, updates, and real-world projects, our voices will be heard.

TakingITGlobal (TIG), a global initiative based in Canada, is about encouraging young people to believe in themselves and their ability to make a difference in the world. This not-for-profit initiative creates environments, both virtual and physical, where people are exposed to new thinking, a diversity of voices, and new opportunities. Driven by youth, TakingITGlobal's goal is to foster a sense of leadership and social entrepreneurship through the innovative use of technology, creating meaningful experiences for young people around the world..

(ii) Latin America and the Caribbean

In contrast to countries in the continent’s North, the consequences of globalisation in Latin America have been largely negative. On the receiving end of economic and adjustment policies dictated by institutions beyond their control, this region is also forced to contend with exploitative transnational corporation (TNC) practices, environmental destruction and social dislocation. 

These issues are affecting the education, employment, health and future well-being of Latin America’s youth.

“There is no ‘Honduran’ identity, as everyone wants to behave and be like others rather than Hondurans. They want to be hip like in Europe and the US. It’s sad to see such things like TV programs in my country that promote consumerism and poor values… 

“There is great inequality and inequity in the distribution of goods, and there is unemployment, corruption and a lack of values and extreme consumerism where people first pay their mobile phone bills, and leave themselves without enough money to feed their children.” Norma Elvira Carías Montiel, 29, IYP Action Partner, Honduras

Education and Employment

Across Latin America, youth can expect that their educational needs are not top priority on the national agenda. Instead, debt and structural adjustment policies have taken precedence.

On average, primary, secondary and tertiary education enrolment rates for Latin American youth are between 60% (Nicaragua) and 80% (Argentina)
, with adult literacy rates ranging between 96.7% (Uruguay) and 67.9% (Nicaragua)
. 

Reflected in these figures is UNICEF’s finding that 16% of Latin American children are engaged in some form of labour
. The US State Department estimates that 15–18 million children in Latin America are “economically active”
.

Public sector education in Honduras suffers problems familiar across Latin America. Almost half of all primary school students drop out before completing the full cycle; while in poorer, rural areas, two out of every three children drop out. 

School infrastructure is inadequate, with over half of all schools lacking safe water and one third without adequate sanitation. Debt servicing absorbs more than half of government spending: that is, five times the allocated spending on basic education. Similarly Nicaragua’s debt servicing absorbs over two-thirds of government revenue
.

Trade and Debt 

In 2001, Latin America as a region was US$661.9 billion dollars in debt. Foreign debt in Latin America has been multiplying since the early 1980s, when the World Bank and International Monetary Fund (IMF) ‘bailed out’ countries unable to meet loan repayments. 

In return for debt rescheduling, governments agreed to certain economic conditions that later became known as Structural Adjustment Programs (SAPs). The requirements of these debt repayments restrict young people’s access to education and health, and are a direct cause for the increase of poverty across Latin America in the past decade. 

Privatisation of electricity and healthcare in El Salvador has resulted in low incomes and rural families decreasing their expenditure on education and health. Instead of being sent to school, many families are forced to send children into early employment, to raise funds for the family
. 

“The country can no longer export its goods because the international market prices are lower than its prices; you can figure out the outcome… 

“I would forward having a ‘compassionate globalisation’. This concept would mean a globalisation that doesn’t take pride of the weakness of the other, but how to help the other in building a capacity to live his/her life according to the goals they set before them, and not other people's goals.” Lesly Jules, 28, Haiti

Of Latin America’s 211 million people, 40% live in poverty while the richest 10% receive about 40% of the total income. The unequal distribution of wealth has affected social cohesion, deepened social marginalisation and created a culture of civil unrest
.

The growth of TNCs impacts heavily on Latin American economies. TNCs invest in natural resources like minerals, metals, wood, oil, large fishing resources and coffee plantations. Introduction of alternative production methods often displaces local young farmers, leading to unemployment and increases in price for local consumers
.  
It is believed that Colombia today spends 700 times more on imports than was spent 10 years ago, including coffee imports. Coffee, ironically, is a native product of Colombia. In many instances, subsistence-based local production has been replaced with export-oriented cash crops.  

The Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA)

The Free Trade Agreement of the Americas (FTAA) is the formal name given to the expansion of the North America Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) to include all countries in South America, Central America and the Caribbean–with the exception of Cuba. It is proposed that negotiations will be complete by 2005, although the US is pushing for an earlier deadline of 2003.

Modelled after the World Trade Organization's General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), the FTAA will include commitments to "liberalise" trade in services such as education, healthcare, environmental services, energy, and postal services. The goal of the FTAA is to create a free trade and investment zone that will reduce government regulations on corporations, open markets to foreign competition and expand trade in all products.

The FTAA has been met with strong opposition. It has been argued that the FTAA allows corporations to bypass democratically adopted environmental or worker protection laws, increasing corporate power while endangering the lives of people. It also has been claimed that the FTAA enables the privatisation of schools, electricity, water, and food to corporations whose interest is only profit. 

The FTAA has been in negotiation since 1994. Governments have included the business sector in every step of the negotiation process, but have excluded the public. The United Nations has also been unable to incorporate their concerns and suggestions into the talks. By not allowing the public access to draft agreements, a level of suspicion has been aroused.

For what official information is available on FTAA please visit www.ftaa-alca.org. To view the vocal opposition to FTAA, log on to www.stopftaa.com. 
Emigration

Labour and employment changes, enhanced by structural adjustment initiatives, have led to a flood of migration out of Latin America. A survey in mid-2001 showed that some 500,000 Argentines had applied at various embassies or consulates for immigration visas, including 37% who applied for visas to Spain, 18% for the US and 11% for Italy
.

“I see that together with globalisation, a sense of nationalism is also growing. Nationalism makes people not want foreigners in their countries, because they feel threatened.” Fiorella Melzi, 24, Peru

It is believed that 20 million of the world’s 150 million migrants were born in a Latin American or Caribbean country, and that 70% of that 20 million live in the US
.

But young people are also moving away from the country, and into the cities. 

“Globalisation is the process of using strategies to generate power and wealth. Globalisation decreases opportunities for Indigenous people in their own communities, by forcing them to migrate to cities in search of jobs. People are deprived of cultural and identity roots. 

“Globalisation does not allow countries to discuss among themselves at the same level. Underdeveloped countries are left powerless, in the face of the coalitions of the wealthiest states.” Javier Masaquiza, 23, Ecuador

Environment

Latin America is the production site for many global corporations. While goods produced in Latin America are provided mainly for citizens of the developed world, Latin American people are forced to live with the destruction of their natural environment.

Perhaps the most pressing issue for Latin American youth in particular is the destruction of their environment through agro-export oriented farming practices. In Guatemala, from 1956–80, large-scale agro-export production received 80% of all agricultural credit, as land devoted to cotton increased by 2140%, land devoted to sugar increased by 406% and land devoted to coffee by 56%
.

This type of farming is unsustainable. Concentrating on these few main crops benefits only a very select portion of the population. The increase in land devoted to these crops causes soil erosion and contributes to deforestation, heavy synthetic fertiliser usage and widespread pesticide contamination. 

These pesticides are mostly detrimental to the health of workers, and also to native animals, birds and insects
. Destruction of the soil leaves rural communities unable to cultivate food supplies.  

Deforestation is another serious issue. Very few policies encourage and promote land-use management or conservation, and the expansion of the forestry industry continues to grow
. From August 1998–August 1999, the annual total deforestation area increased from 17,259 square kilometres to 19,836 square kilometres
. That’s the equivalent of four million soccer fields. 

According to Greenpeace, only 22% of the Earth’s original forest coverage remains. Latin American forests have been reduced by 54%
.

Youth Activism and Response

In recent decades, the Latin American region has experienced an increase in popular responses to social issues. Vocal challenges from people’s movements organised into opposition parties have faced the often-unpredictable and unstable political parties in power. Revolts aimed at changing policies that affect certain social groups, such as Indigenous communities, have also been making themselves heard
. 

Federico Matias Rossi, 22, IYP Action Partner, Argentina

Federico works with ‘Vientos Del Sur’–an organisation targeting youth, and promoting intergenerational and intercultural dialogue, peace, volunteerism and alternative employment. Out of this association, he coordinates meetings for youth in Buenos Aires–the goals of which are to improve young people’s critical thinking skills and correspondingly, to encourage the creation of social development projects for the participants’ communities.

Economic programs have come under particular scrutiny. Student organisations in particular are building strong networks with other activist groups, to mobilise anti-corporate activism.  

Globalisation is spreading an understanding of principles such as democracy and human rights. International scrutiny, aided by the efforts of local civil society groups, has focused on labour conditions, women’s rights and child labour in Latin America
.  

In early 2001, an organisation called the Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities of Ecuador (CONAIE) formed a team of protestors, comprised mainly of students and farmworkers, to initiate the first wave of peaceful demonstrations against SAPs imposed by the IMF. On 21 January, 10,000 protesters gathered in the grounds of the Polytechnic University of Quito. On the orders of the government, they were surrounded by the military.  

Attempts at discussions between protest organisers and the government were unsuccessful. Many protestors were allegedly denied food, water and medical treatment, and forbidden to leave. The protests ended unsuccessfully on 2 February, when the government declared a state of national emergency and stripped the activists’ rights to protest. Many other groups have begun to mobilise activism directed towards similar causes. 

For more information, see http://conaie.nativeweb.org/index.html

D. Youth and Europe

Introduction

Globalisation and the development of the European Union (EU) is enhancing interdependency among nations in Europe. The end of the Cold War has also brought political and economic transitions to Eastern European countries, with the change from various forms of socialist structures to democratic and market-economy systems. This process has changed the organisation and interaction of countries in Europe; and between Europe and the rest of the world. 

Europe is a diverse continent. While some areas experience economic prosperity, labour shortages and high literacy, other parts face economic crises, unemployment and poor education. Much is needed to accelerate social development in parts of Europe, as well as fostering integration of the many different European nations
.

“I was in a seminar ... in my school where I had to explain to schoolmates the negative effects and positive things of globalisation. Then they had to sign in favour or against. The results were equal.” Dimitra Tsaggari, 16, Greece
A Globalised Europe – Richer or Poorer?

The EU was established after World War II. Its development, and in particular, the introduction of the euro, has significantly altered economic and social relations in Europe. 

Despite increased prosperity in the last two decades, Western Europe’s economic success has been matched by the further development of poverty. The often-grim economic situation in many Eastern European nations has perpetuated problems such as child homelessness, the sex industry and trafficking of women. 

Many of Eastern Europe's younger generation face poor healthcare and basic living conditions. Of the 2.3 million children in Serbia, 850,000 live on 'the verge of existence', while 130,000 live in extreme poverty
. Less than one computer is available per school, and 20% of children ‘do not complete elementary education'
. 

Valeriu Popovici, 22, IYP Action Partner, Moldova

Valeriu is the president of Future Business Leaders Association (FBLA), a Moldovian NGO. Valeriu has created a program titled ‘Rural Youth Employment’, targeting rural young people living in the Baltic region. 

The main goal of the Rural Youth Employment program is the creation of an infrastructure providing employment support and assistance. His organisation also helps in the creation of micro businesses. Valeriu believes micro credit is a key method by which youth can be involved in breaking the cycle of poverty, through the mobilisation of their skills, talent and enthusiasm.

Globalisaton has resulted in a significant rise in migration. In the 1980s, most asylum seekers came from Europe itself. However, during the 1990s, the annual number of applications for asylum filed in Central and Eastern Europe increased by five times its original amount, rising from 5,800 in 1990 to 27,300 in 1999. Where once Europe mostly produced refugees, it is now the main destination for asylum seekers, accounting for the largest increase in asylum seekers worldwide
. 

Changing Cultures

Global technologies and marketing has ‘Westernised’ Eastern Europe. From Prague to Ukraine, logos of Western corporations plaster the streets
. Branding campaigns are saturating Central and Eastern European youth with Western images and products, leaving them less interested in their own national goods and services. 

Aggressive marketing has also pushed consumer culture, which is changing the structure of societies. And Western multinationals see an 'opportunity to flood the market with surplus, inferior goods and technically-outdated equipment, in exchange for access to cheap, natural resources'
. 
“I have a McDonald's nearby and now they have Asian days. So as an Eastern European person, I can go to an American restaurant to eat Samurai McChicken, cooked by Belarusian people with potatoes grown in Southern America.” Natalka Bazylewicz, 19, Belarus
Globalisation’s impacts are also felt in Western Europe. In remaking the French economy, globalisation has created the perception that national sovereignty is being eroded. Commentators have written that “French companies and workers are venturing overseas, a large slice of the stock exchange is owned by foreigners, and foreign firms such as McDonald's and Yahoo are winning eager French consumers” 
. 

There is concern the French government has lost its ability to pursue an independent monetary policy, and has accepted serious constraints on its governmental policies. Conservatives, as well as those concerned about the impacts of globalisation, are calling for the need to protect the French culture, while questions are being asked about the appropriateness of European political integration and economic globalisation. 

There has also been an associated rise in the political Right. Feelings of marginalisation and disempowerment are radicalising many European youth, while a strong and powerful youth lobby is taking a united stand in response. Europe’s sidelined youth are searching for their identity, employment and economic security in an environment lacking strong and sensible political leadership. A fear of minorities and immigrants, intolerance and hate is growing. 

“The sentiments that give rise to fascism/totalitarianism are harming young people, depriving them of their youth and endangering their future and well-being.” Goran Mitrovic, 28, IYP Action Partner, Yugoslavia
Health and Education

For some, globalisation has had a positive impact on the standard and type of education available. A number of national education and training systems have been comprehensively restructured. The rapid evolution of new technologies accompanying globalisation has prompted the EU to ensure its training schemes are cutting-edge
. It has also influenced public debate about the nature of culturally appropriate education.

But social and economic conditions are very different across Europe. European countries have different education systems and traditions, and the globalisation of education has challenged cultural traditions and societal differences.

“I personally do support globalisation, because I think we have moved one step forward. Under the skin with different skin colours, we all are human beings. But if the whole world does become one nation, we might forget the ‘poor’.” Hashini Galappaththi, 15, Sri Lankan living in Norway
In Eastern Europe, HIV/AIDS is spreading faster than any other global region
. Large-scale epidemics are flooding the Russian Federation and Ukraine. Transmission of HIV between injecting drug-users remains the driving force behind the epidemic, with the rise in sex workers also considerably increasing the rate. With inadequate HIV awareness initiatives, young people are most vulnerable. 

Youth participation in development

“Globalisation has affected youth in many ways: some have become addicted to logos, others have had enormous advantages from the global village, others have been excluded from the benefits. Many protest against the global market but only a few propose (a solution). 

We must reason! Is globalisation the problem? Or is it the way its actors play the game? Is a global market with a human face and ethical principles possible?” Alberto Nardeli, 23, e-inclusionsite.org, Italy 
Many youth organisations in Europe are working to ensure a positive impact of globalisation on youth. 

National youth councils, and international non-governmental youth organisations established the European Youth Forum. It represents and brings together millions of young people all over Europe. Its 91 member youth councils and international youth NGOs channel information and opinions between young people and decision-makers. 

The World Assembly of Youth (WAY) promotes development in Europe and other regions through the increased participation of youth organisations
. WAY has organised, among other events, annual regional meetings, formal internet groups and work in association with the United Nations agencies to promote social development policies and programs for European youth. 

The Global Ethos Project recognises the need for sustainable development in Europe, particularly in relation to setting foundations for youth. The Global Ethos Project is based on the recognition that 'dramatic developments in science and technology, as well as political and social thought, are beginning to transform the ways in which we understand and organise human society'
.

Youth and Environment Europe (YEE) serves to educate European youth in conserving Nature and the environment. YEE is an ‘umbrella organisation for over 40 regional and national self-governing youth organisations involved in the study and conservation of Nature and environment throughout Europe'
. 

Anti-capitalist protest and alternative globalisation lobbying have joined campaigning for human rights and political, social and economic rights. These groups oppose the present form of neo-liberal globalisation. Many protests object to the processes favouring the interests of corporate capital over poor and marginalised communities. Protests also aim to transform public perceptions by creating desire for a better global future for youth.

Protesters have directed their efforts toward international and dominant organisations such as the Group of Eight (G8), the World Trade Organization (WTO), The World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF). The youth movement played a vital role in protests at the G8 summit in Genoa, in July 2001.

“I am not a great anti-globalisation supporter, because I believe that it does bring some good, and that a lot of young people involved in the protests do not understand the issue correctly. But it is important to talk about it, to explain, and from all sides; not only to criticise.” Zane Bandere, 22, Latvian living in France
E. Youth and The Middle East.

Introduction

Many countries in the Middle East view the potential gains from integration in the world economy as a necessary condition for further development and growth. Often, this tendency towards integration is driven by World Bank and IMF conditions, rather than choice. 

The region's recent history has also been characterised by long-term conflict, and social and political instability. This high level of volatility, combined with poverty and the importance of culture, religion and tradition in the region, are acting as deterrents to global integration. Youth within the Middle East are not only confronted with practicalities of globalisation, but also its ideological implications. 

There is significant growth in the region’s youth population
. This population increase puts pressure on many sectors of society such as education, employment and health. In some Middle Eastern countries, more than half the population is under the age of 15. Projections indicate that in the next 22 years, the entire Arab population will double
. 

Governance: Internal and External Conflict, Peace and Engagement

There is a strong interconnection between the process of globalisation and conflict. With the exception of Tunisia, in the last 30 years all countries in the Middle East have experienced a war, internal conflict or serious border dispute. Such conflict has exacerbated poverty and hindered development, thereby adversely affecting youth. 

However, such conflict has also impacted upon the Middle East’s relations with the rest of the world. This instability has acted to deter foreign investment, hinder the region’s integration into the world market and resulted in the proliferation of refugees.  

A central government or monarchy governs many Middle Eastern countries. This high degree of political centralisation and apparent lack of governmental legitimacy has meant that economic liberalisation has often had to proceed without political liberalisation. This disjuncture has resulted in the encouragement of ‘economic globalisation’ and, in many circumstances, the discouragement of ‘cultural globalisation’. For youth in the region, this tension has caused conflict.  

In some countries with high Muslim populations, globalisation is considered a threat to Islamic culture, tradition and religious beliefs
. Interference in domestic politics, particularly by the United States, is seen as problematic. To preserve these traditions, many groups have formed promoting more conservative interpretations of Islam.

Islamic revivalism is partly a result of disillusionment with the West and globalisation in general. Both are seen to have failed to give the region hope in times of civil unease and economic instability, and are perceived by many as an intrusion into traditional culture and norms. As a result, social and political tensions between the West and Middle East have increased, and relationships have deteriorated. Since the events of September 11, 2001, Muslim societies have been under the scrutiny of the West. Race-related fears and prejudices against Islam have increased. 

“This war will certainly change the world forever. Everywhere in the West, citizens are having to relearn tolerance, to distinguish between their Muslim neighbours and the terrorist enemy, to avoid knee-jerk reactions every time they see a turban or a beard.”

Globally, religious and cultural misunderstanding poses many difficulties for youth in improving future relationships, and perpetuates insecurities of identity and hope for the future
.

Additionally some believe a growing sense of social injustice and lack of faith in governance is perpetuating youth involvement in fundamentalist and military regimes across the region
. Some such groups have resisted the spread of international human rights and general norms prompted by globalisation, as they are perceived as a new form of colonialism contrary to Islamic values. 

In some cases, these groups are impinging on individual rights, and placing oppressive psychological and physical barriers on the individual
. While youth involvement in these fundamentalist regimes is increasing, youth protests against this trend are also noted
. 

"A whole new generation has been born and grown up since the previous generation helped bring about the Islamic revolution 21 years ago. Two-thirds of the population are under 30 and many of them are fed up with the restrictions on their daily lives."

Education 

The UNDP Arab Human Development Report states that “The dignity and the freedom of Arab people demand that countries join together to provide human services: health, education and training, particularly for girls and women, people living in rural areas, along with strong efforts to abolish illiteracy, especially in less developed Arab countries.”

The extent to which countries of the Middle East advocate for change is dependent upon the level of education within the region. While there has been a consistent improvement in levels and access of education, women in this region remain most adversely affected by low levels of access to education. In 1995, primary enrolment for the Arab region was 83.8%. Broken down, this reflects a rate of 91.7% for male enrolment and 75.6% for female enrolment
. 

The availability and quality of human resources often influence the impact of globalisation on a particular region
. The Middle East suffers from an inability retain human resources. This is particularly profound among Arab populations. The number of Arab students abroad may be of the order of 250,000. The 'brain drain' (professionals leaving the region) to OECD countries is in excess of 500,000
, which has also resulted in domestic gender imbalances. 

The process of globalisation, combined with the inadequacy of education within the Middle East, has prompted the emigration of skilled workers. This also hinders the ability of the region’s youth to determine the direction of globalisation in the Middle East. 

Globalisation has also revealed the tension that exists within the Middle East; between traditional forms of education based on cultural and religious practices and beliefs, and modern forms of education based on entrepeneurship, information technology and communication. 

Digital Divide

Development and integration into a world economy relies heavily on communication and information flows. And the developed world’s communication and information revolution is lagging behind in the Middle East. According to the Arab Human Development Report 2002, there are 88 telephone lines for every 1000 people in the Arab Region. Likewise, there are only 19 personal computers (PCs) for every 1000 people
.

However since 1996, there has been a proliferation of Arab satellite broadcasters. Satellite penetration reaches 10 percent of the population in Egypt to 50 percent in the Gulf, with emphasis placed on advertisements, entertainment and global media. Furthermore, there are over 380 thousand internet users in the Middle East, although women only account for four percent of total internet users. For both sources of media, most content is in English and often insensitive to the Arab culture.

Thus, for many in the Middle East, globalisation poses a threat to culture and tradition. However isolation from such technology may act as a hindrance to development and education in the region
. 

Employment 

Unemployment is high in the Middle East. And as the population increases, youth unemployment also continues to rise. This situation is particularly acute, given the rapidity of population growth among youth.  

In the Arab world, estimates of direct unemployment are at 48 percent; while across the entire Middle East, the unemployment rate ranges from 56 percent in Gaza to 15 percent in Oman
. The rate of unemployed youth as a percentage of the entire population sits between 39.5 percent in Morocco (1999) and 75.4 percent in Bahrian (1995)
.

Examining specific countries dealing with high levels of youth unemployment presents disturbing figures. In Iran, youth (aged 15-29) account for 70 percent of a population of more than 66 million
. But youth unemployment has other national and global impacts, notably increased violence, crime, drug use, poverty and political instability
. 

The rapid rate of urbanisation in many Middle Eastern countries has increased levels of youth-specific unemployment, due to the lack of skills required in urban employment compared to rural employment. However, if provided with employment opportunities, youth in both developed and developing countries can be key agents for social change, economic development and technological innovation.

Environment

The Middle Eastern economy is renowned for its rich oil reserves; the exploitation of which has been fuelled by industrialisation. While this is highly beneficial for the economy, it proves detrimental to the environment. Fossil fuels burned to produce this oil expel large amounts of carbon dioxide (CO2) into the atmosphere, contributing to the Greenhouse Effect. 

As it stands, annual water withdrawal per capita in the Arab region is between 180 cubic metres in Djibouti and 1040 cubic metres in Saudi Arabia
. Renewable sources can not meet the demands. Steps must be taken to ensure a more sustainable consumption pattern across the region.


The annual change rate of forestry is also rapidly decreasing in all Middle Eastern countries. From 1990–95, all forests in the region have decreased considerably. As forests are depleted, environmental consequences escalate. Increased logging fuels salination, making the little remaining fertile land less arable. Production levels effectively decrease, cutting employment and disrupting the economy.  

F. Youth and The Pacific Islands

The Pacific Islands are geographically unique. Hundreds of islands cover a huge area, but make up a relatively small landmass. Young people aged 15–24 make up approximately 22 percent of the eight million people living throughout the Pacific. 

While globalisation has the potential to raise the standard of living for Pacific Islands’ youth, the results of economic integration have been poor. Exposure to international influences has had an adverse effect on traditional cultures and practices. Additionally, the consequent environmental degradation threatens to change local conditions, without distributing the benefits of advancements in new technologies.

Peter Kumbun, 25, IYP Action Partner, Papua New Guinea

Peter is working to establish a National Youth Information and Resource Centre. The Centre is a component of an earlier Action Plan, the creation of a National Union of Youth movement, realised from Peter’s participation in IYP 2000. 

The National Youth Information and Resource Centre targets Papua New Guinea’s young people, providing information about rights issues, discrimination and welfare. Peter is an active participant of the UNESCO National Youth Movement in Papua New Guinea.
Trade, aid and debt

Apart from tourism, trade and exports are the Pacific Islands’ largest source of income and employment
. Trade activity is based on strong connections with Europe, America, Australia and increasingly, Asia. However, the internationalisation of Pacific trade has exposed domestic economies to global economic trends.  

Only Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands and Fiji are members of the World Trade Organization (WTO), although Tonga, Samoa and Vanuatu have applied to become members. Regional trade initiatives, such as APEC, are in place or currently under negotiation.

The Pacific Islands are highly dependent on external aid to remain financially stable. Its main donors are Australia, the EU and the US. For some island countries, foreign aid is a key source of domestic product
. 

Structural Adjustment Programs (SAPs) have been described as “economic models and policies [that] enrich a few people while impoverishing most others”
. In the Pacific, these programs often marginalise young people from decision-making processes of government, while encouraging governments to minimise the public sector. 

These actions have led to wage freezes, and cuts to employment, education, housing and community funding. In turn, resources available to youth are significantly limited, affecting their ability to learn and access reliable education. 
TNCs have also entered the vulnerable economies of the Pacific. Apart from having massive cultural significance, these corporations wield considerable political power. 

Youth livelihoods

In the Pacific Islands, income and employment are reliant on few key industries. These include fishing, tourism and agriculture. There are also significant markets in mining, pearls and other resources–however, these provide little opportunity for young people. 

Case Study–Fiji’s Garment Industry

Fiji’s garment industry used to account for 28% of Fiji’s local weekly wages. By early 2000, 150 garment factories employed approximately 20,000 people. Most of those employed were women, doing factory work such as sewing
. 

A combination of political instability and changing market conditions has seen a significant decline in this industry. Since the political coup of 2000, approximately 8000 workers have been retrenched, and there has been a 10.2% decline in merchandise export. Much of this business has moved to Asian markets, which have significantly higher production rates and lower wages
. 

Case Study–The Tuna Industry

In the Solomon Islands, the sea and spirituality are integrated. There is a belief that tuna could hear messages from fishermen of the past, and would willingly be caught. Globalised markets bring international fisherman to the Solomon Islands, for increased fishing as a corporate industry. 

This is increasing the number of international fishermen who do not understand the sea-spirit relationship. There is a growing belief that tuna is no longer willing to be caught, due to feelings of disrespect
.

Education 

The combined primary, secondary and tertiary education enrolment for 1999 was 71%
, with an adult literacy rate averaging approximately 65%. Youth in the region are less than 10% likely to undertake tertiary studies; and the tertiary completion rate is only 3%. 

In response, Pacific Island governments have increased spending on public education. However, secondary schooling is not compulsory, and young people often go without a formal education due to their village responsibilities
.

Pacific Islands’ education systems have been criticized for emphasising Western academic training over regionally appropriate skills
: “Education in the Pacific Island countries is generally geared towards modern, cash-orientated, urban society, rather than to communal livelihoods and village societies
.” Despite the persistence of the traditional sector, formal education in the Pacific remains almost entirely focused on developing human resources for the modern sector. The implementation of Western education structures contributes to a loss of identity and culture among the youth
.

Case Study–Western education in Melanesia

Indigenous people of Melanesia recognised that the Western education system was not succeeding. People were unable to pay school fees, keep up with the foreign language or cultures, or pass competitive exams. 

They devised a popular education scheme as a network of community-based programs, to promote education for young people in traditional Melanesian languages. In about three years, nearly 2000 community learning centres have been established, teaching in over 350 Melanesian languages.

Technology

While “the global spread of technology, trade, mobility and culture are revolutionising individual identity
”, the uneven spread of this revolution is clearly apparent in the region. Very few people have access to technological advancements: they are often expensive, difficult to maintain and concentrated in urban areas
. 

A small IT industry exists, but it has had difficulty engaging with the global marketplace due to inadequate training and access to resources
. This potentially denies young people the information and resources they could use to compete in the global market.

Development

The Pacific Islands have undergone many development strategies, coordinated by foreign institutions as well as local authorities. Some have been successful, however they have done little to decrease inequality
.  Approximately 40 percent of people in the Pacific Islands live below the poverty line, and an estimated 15% are considered ‘vulnerable’ to poverty
. 

Case Study–Debt in Nauru

In 2000, the Asian Development Bank recorded a budget deficit of over A$10 million in Nauru (approximately 18% of its GDP). The external government debt is estimated at A$280 million. This has placed a huge burden on the tiny population of approximately 11,000 people. 

Government instability and money laundering has increased the scale of the problem. Fear of economic collapse has pushed the economy backwards, with most goods unable to be paid for upfront with cash only.

Food and Diet 

International influences are altering diet and lifestyle, with changes in trade regulations flooding supermarkets with prepackaged, imported food. Although local food is readily available, many islanders “are eating themselves to death with cheap foreign junk
”. Consumption of staple foods such as taro, yams, cassava and fish has fallen, while that of imported beefs, packaged foods and fast food is rising, threatening the health of the people
. 

Indigenous Cultures 

“Globalisation is the continuation of colonisation. As a form of global development, globalisation is unjust and further breaches the state’s sovereign validity as an international actor. From Indigenous views, (globalisation is) where current governments (eg. US, Canada, Australia and New Zealand) have, at sometime in history–either by military force, human rights violations, assimilation legislation, disregarding treaties or simple exploitation–assumed governance, power and control. 

Globalisation is a tool for further attacks on the legitimate sovereignty of Indigenous peoples. Management of ‘good globalisation’ needs to be strengthened, as the benefits and opportunities of globalisation remain highly concentrated among developed countries.” Chris Tooley, 25, IYP Action Partner, New Zealand 

Traditional Pacific society is extremely unified. Although extraordinary diversity exists between island groups, the predominant form of social organisation is highly structured, hierarchical and village-based, placing emphasis on culture, tradition and kinship ties
. However, globalisation is presently operating to undermine such networks. 

The knowledge of different beliefs and decline in traditional customs has led to a loss of identity, and a breakdown in the relationship between elders and young people in such communities. In these communities, youth are often unable to relate their modern problems to traditional beliefs. 

Tourism 

“In reality, mass tourism is shrinking the world, bringing once-distant people literally face to face.”
 

In Oceania, tourism generates US$72 billion, and creates 21.5% of jobs
. This has provided for significant opportunities for young people and communities. However, even as a source of income and employment, its negative ramifications for small Indigenous communities are clear. 

Tourism has turned the culture of local people into a spectacle, and has “led to undignified ways of seeking their livelihood, such as allowing themselves to be photographed like souvenirs, or to do their indigenous dance for a fee
”. Young people are particularly vulnerable to this type of exploitation
.

Case Study–Hotels and sacred land

A 204-room hotel was built in the Cook Islands, over a stretch of sacred land. Apart from losing their rights to the land, the Indigenous people also suffered over US$1 million worth of environmental destruction caused by the development
. 

The Meridien chain built a hotel in the tourist site of Rivnic, on the west coast of Tahiti. The development involved the exhumation of an ancient burial site. There were a series of ‘Rivnic’ protests by local and international bodies, with suggestions of alternate sites for the hotel. Yet, accroding to VSO
, Meridien continued work, despite the spiritual significance of this land
. 

Impact on Culture and Language

‘Westernisation’ has brought new influences to youth culture, with TNCs dictating media, speech and consumer choices through cynical marketing strategies.

Case Study–1998: Fijian Festival of Praise
 

The strong Fijian Christian belief was targeted by TNCs in advertising campaigns, during their 1998 Festival of Praise. Companies like Coca-Cola and Vodafone both exploited religious beliefs as a basis for advertisements during the festival. A billboard advertising Coke used a waterfall in the Garden of Eden. The slogan read, “Jesus is the living water… Coca-Cola is the drinking water”. Vodafone had a similar advertisement that read, “One world under God’s care: One world with Vodafone”. 

Globalisation is altering language use in the Pacific. “Many older Islanders speak of a decline in fluency in vernaculars by the younger generation. They refer to the reduction of precision, the loss of vocabulary, declining awareness of nuances of meaning, and diminishing oratory skills
.” On average, there are only 5000 speakers for each of the 1200 languages spoken in the Pacific Islands (with the exceptions of Fijian and Samoan, who have approximately 300,000 speakers)
. 
Emigration 
Emigration, rather than immigration, has the potential for greater concern to Pacific Islands as people are moving to increase their life choices and opportunities. The Cook Islands now has two-thirds of its population living abroad (mostly in New Zealand and Australia), while in Samoa, about half its population lives overseas
. 

The result for these islands has been low population growth, despite high fertility rates. In turn, this leads to a ‘remittance economy’, where parts of the GNP is accounted for by money sent home by emigrants
 and an increased dependency on international aid.  

Table: Summary of Emigration in Pacific Island Countries.
 

	Two-thirds of population overseas
	One-half to one-quarter of population overseas
	Low overseas migration

	Cook Islands

Niue

Tokelau
	Samoa

Tonga

Fiji
	Tuvalu, Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia

PNG, Solomon Islands


Environment 

The Pacific Islands are vulnerable to long-term effects of greenhouse gas emissions, which are contributing to changes in weather patterns and sea levels.  

There are also health implications of climate change, such as an increase in vector and water-borne diseases, such as malaria and dengue
. This has already begun occurring in the highlands of Papua New Guinea, with increased reports of malaria. 

“Small Island States will suffer some of the worst impacts of climate change, most noticeably sea level rise. Because their coastline is low-lying, they will be some of the first to suffer.”
 

Pacific Island cities are concentrated in coastal zones, which are especially vulnerable to the effects of climate change. Sea-level rise may render some areas uninhabitable, and affect key industries. It could result in a reduction in tourism, fish stocks and mineral resources, at the same time changing farming and agriculture management on the islands. 

In Kirribati, the annual damage caused by sea-level risings is estimated between US$8–16 million per year; an amount equivalent to between 17–34% of Kiribati’s GDP. To cope with this cost, funding to health and education is likely to be sacrificed
. 

Case Study–Climate Change in Tonga
 

Tonga is made up of 175 small islands. Over the past two years, sea-level rise has contaminated the water supply of the central and northern islands. This, combined with frequent drought caused by global warming, means that drinking water must be shipped to Tonga, increasing sanitation costs. 

Strong winds from El Nino cause ocean water spray, which has cut agricultural production. Warmer sea temperature affects fishing (as both a food supply and export industry). These weather patterns are also impacting upon tourism, as beaches are being eroded.
8. Some key issues of globalisation

What does it mean to be young in an increasingly globalised world? While some issues affect particular regions, many are common to us all. Traditional youth issues like employment, education, culture and environment now exist alongside the modern phenomena of genetic engineering, information technology, HIV/AIDS and biopiracy; leaving the 21st-century an exciting and daunting place in which to find a future. 

A. Youth and Education

Rewards given to educated people of the world are as significant as the penalties imposed on those people without. For many young people globalisation is providing untold opportunities.

"As for students, the global community is one big library to study in." Natalka Bazylewicz, 19, Belarus

The global community recognised the importance of education 50 years ago, in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. There, it was agreed that basic education is a fundamental human right. Since then, the importance of education has only increased. This was attested to in the 2000 World Education Forum in Dakar
. 

Nevertheless, the target set in Dakar of Basic Education For All by 2015 is unlikely to be met, unless the global community cooperates by implementing significant changes. The forces of globalisation are hindering or, at the very least, providing an insufficient contribution towards the realisation of education for all. This is partly due to issues such as debt repayment, the privatisation of education, and IMF and World Bank conditions.

Something is wrong in the current model of globalisation. For many, it stands as an obstacle to accessing education. And education is absolutely essential to one’s capacity to participate in the process of globalisation. 

Getting the Basics Right

The right to education is enshrined in various international conventions, with different emphases. In the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, it is stated that: elementary education should be universal
; higher education should be encouraged
; and scientific and technological education should be developed
. Of particular concern, then, are the barriers preventing people from attending primary school. Without an elementary education, no other educational achievements are attainable.

Primary education is the fundamental unit of the education process. It allows for the development of literacy, numeracy and basic problem-solving skills. Primary education gives us the foundation upon which to build other skills, and allows for the possibility of attending secondary or tertiary institutions. Although primary education by no means guarantees success in the global marketplace, it is the necessary condition for participation. 

There has been unquestionable progress made towards fulfilling the universal human right to education. Currently, there are more people who can read and write than in the history of humanity. The number of people aged 15–24 who can read rose from 84% to 86% between 1990–98, putting them at a higher level than the adult population (79%)
. 

Despite the impressive progress made towards Education For All, many people still cannot read, and many children are still not attending school. Progress is occuring but not fast enough. Currently, there are over 100,000,000 young people who cannot read and 113,000,000 children are out of school
.

But it’s not simply a matter of attending school. The quality of education provided is crucial. 

Education, Debt and Aid

As we have seen, many governments’ ability to provide basic education is being greatly diminished by the demands of servicing foreign debts overseen by the IMF and World Bank. The governments of heavily indebted nations, both by choice and necessity, make debt repayment a priority. This prioritising dwarfs the country’s other social needs, such as education. Relative to their ability to pay and the money spent on education, the debts of these countries are huge, and indeed, crippling. (See Chapter 7: Globalisaton's impact on youth in all the regions)

In many heavily indebted countries, debt-servicing payments account for more than twice the amount devoted to education. With one of the highest debt-to-income ratios in the world, Nicaragua allocates over five times more money to debt servicing than primary education
.

While debt repayments are disabling many governments’ abilities to provide fundamental social services, education is receiving a fixed share of a declining aid budget. Importantly, an inadequate amount of money is being devoted to basic education, with only five donor countries allocating more than 2% of aid to basic education
. 

Technology in the New Economy

Education and access to new technologies are vital to participating in, and contributing to, the global economy. World Bank figures testify to this fact, estimating that over half the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of all industrialised nations comes from the production and distribution of knowledge. . 

The capacity for a country to compete in the world economy “is directly related to their technological potential”
. It is no accident, then, that the most industrialised nations account for 80% of the world’s total budget on education spending. Nor is it incidental that 15% of the world’s population accounts for 88% of total global internet ‘connectivity’
. 

Brazilian President, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, argued that those countries unable to adapt to the new demands of knowledge will “not even be considered worth the trouble of exploitation, they will become inconsequential, of no interest to the global economy”
.

Youth and the World Summit on the Information Society

The World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) is to be held in Geneva in December, 2003, and Tunis in 2005. Established as the result of proposals by the International Telecommunication Union, WSIS is now under the auspices of the United Nations. 

WSIS is intended to: ‘develop a common vision and understanding of the Information Society, to better understand its scope and dimensions, and to draw up a strategic plan of action for successfully adapting to the new society’. 

A youth caucus has been formed, with members from over 40 countries, and a framework of youth recommendations for an Information Society has been created. It also enables an exploration of the ways in which youth can–and do–mobilise around information and technology, on a global scale. For more information, see http://www.wsis.org, or subscribe to wsisyouth@yahoogroups.com 

Communications Rights in the Information Society (CRIS) is a campaign to ensure that communication rights are central to the information society, and to WSIS. For more information, see http://www.digitalopportunity.org
"WSIS is an opportunity for youth to actively participate in an international forum and gain recognition as the primary stakeholders in an Information Society." Nick Moraitis, 21, Australia
The Privatisation of Higher Education

Universities are also beginning to feel the pressures of the marketplace. We are seeing increasing examples of governments who are deciding that the financial burden of higher education should not rest solely on the state. 

Therefore, many universities are beginning to be geared towards the marketplace, to raise the revenue governments are no longer willing to provide. While this is not purely an effect of globalisation, it can be regarded as part of a global trend forcing traditionally publicly-funded institutions to comply with the rules of the marketplace. 

"As an individual and particularly, a student, I am affected by globalisation since education is becoming commercialised, and it is difficult for me to finish or get good quality education. The type of education I receive is attuned towards serving the needs of the global economy. From the school, to the university, to the media, there is constant propaganda that there is no other path than globalisation."  Marvin Lim, 22, Philippines
For a university to become profitable, it must offer profitable courses. In other words, the marketplace dictates the courses offered by universities. Worldwide, the number of private universities is increasing
. In addition, students are beginning to pay fees even in countries with a culture of free education. University students are beginning to resemble customers. 

Article 23 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that “higher education should be encouraged”, yet it is difficult to see how charging students for education amounts to encouragement. Naturally, this only makes the achievement of higher-level education less accessible to a society’s underprivileged. No doubt, one’s entrance into university, more than anything else, should be based on merit.

B. Youth and Environment

“To see the world as a field of sand, And heaven without a bud of flower; Hold a woodchip in the palm of your hand, That annihilates eternity in an hour.” Poetic Mischief by Rhonda Luo

Introduction

The degradation of the world’s natural environments is occurring at an alarming rate, intensified by the increasing pace of globalisation. Trade liberalisation, advances in technology, unsustainable consumption and other such factors are depleting the world’s natural resources. 

In turn, this is having a devastating impact on young people, who have the most to lose from this degradation. They live in a world where, as a result of environmental decline, pollution, poor health, loss of culture and other such effects are increasingly becoming the norm.

Linabel Segovia Sarlat, 24, Mexico

Linabel is a Mexican activist in the field of sustainable development. As a natural resources student in the University of Yucatan, she founded the Environment Youth Network of Yucatan which has now spread throughout Mexico. Linabel is currently involved with the Youth Leadership and Participation for Sustainable Development program, in the Northern coast of the Yucatan Peninsula.

"We experience day-to-day the degradation of ecological integrity. We want to stop being watchers and participate in the globalisation movement, but on the other side of the balance," says Linabel.

The Yucatan Peninsula, a natural and protected area located on the southeast coast of Mexico, presents a great biodiversity of endemic and migratory birds, fish, reptiles, mammals, molluscs and many plant species. These maintain the equilibrium of coastal ecosystems, as well as provide many ecological services. The coastal Natural Protected Areas (NPA) are home to local communities who are vulnerable to episodes of poverty, and who, for a long time, have been in direct use of these resources for survival.
 
RAJY, a youth oriented NGO (the Youth Environmental Network of Yucatan) has proposed and designed a project for capacity building youth, to provide elements for young leadership and knowledge of the coastal ecosystem. Its initial goal is to build alternatives, solutions and sustainable livelihoods for youth in a participatory manner, with a sound comprehension of local circumstances.

Defining the Key Concepts 

· Sustainable development is best described as ‘development that meets the needs of today, without destroying the environment so badly that future generations will be unable to meet their needs’
. It is a central tenet of the United Nations, and can be found clearly stated in Principle 3 of the 1992 Rio Declaration: “The right to development must be fulfilled so as to equitably meet developmental and environmental needs of present and future generations”. This was re-affirmed at the World Summit on Sustainable Development.

· The Precautionary Principle aims to protect the environment for present and future generations, where there are likely threats of environmental damage: “In order to protect the environment, the precautionary approach shall be widely applied by States according to their capabilities. Where there are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of full scientific certainty shall not be used as a reason for postponing cost-effective measures to prevent environmental degradation.” (Principle 15, 1992 Rio Declaration). The precautionary approach to sustainable development was re-affirmed at the World Summit on Sustainable Development.

· Conservation of biological diversity. Biological conservation is seen as a key element of sustainable development, and can be generally linked with the sustainable use of biological resources
. Agenda 21 emphasises the importance of biological resources, at Chapter 15: “Despite mounting efforts over the past 20 years, the loss of the world’s biological diversity, mainly from habitat destruction, over-harvesting, pollution and the inappropriate introduction of foreign plants and animals, has continued. Biological resources constitute a capital asset with great potential for yielding sustainable benefits.” 
· Intergenerational development (also known as intergenerational justice) is the idea that the present human generation holds the Earth’s resources in trust for future generations. In other words, the children and youth of tomorrow ‘must be capable to meet their own needs and fulfill their rights and aspirations to at least the same extent as the generation governing today’
. This is embodied in Principle 3 of the 1992 Rio Declaration.
The cost of exports

Exports can concentrate income in the hands of poor communities, and be a powerful force for poverty reduction. Low-income, developing countries account for more than 40% of world population, but less than 3% of world trade. An increase in exports for developing nations can be an efficient engine for poverty reduction. But exports must be treated with caution as they can result in exploitation of the environment, and young people–particularly women.

In a famous internal memo from an economist at the World Bank, Lawrence Summers argued the case for locating ‘dirty’ industries in less-developed countries because, among other reasons, “the loss of earnings caused by higher death and injury rates would be much lower in poor countries than rich ones”
.

This is a common perception of some corporations wanting to place environmentally degrading industries in countries without adequate safety or environmental controls. So why are there often ineffective legal controls? Because governments of developed and developing nations are often interested in attracting investment, and participating in the international trading system.

Developing nations also allow their increasingly-scarce resources to be exported to over-consuming nations, often in line with the priorities of the World Trade Organization (WTO) and World Bank. For example, in the Indian provinces of Gujarat and Rajasthan, many wells are dry–not because of natural disaster, but because of ‘the mining of scarce groundwater to grow thirsty cash crops for export, instead of water-prudent crops for local needs’
. 

Natural resources can be subject to the pressure of increased extraction and waste assimilation, for developing nations to meet the import demands of wealthier nations. The developing nations are then left with fewer resources for their own use.

Sustainable development requires that land use does not detrimentally affect youth and future generations. Yet, the demands of globalisation often ignore this reality. In parts of India, where farming was once an expected way of life for many young people, their future livelihood is being stripped away. Increased amounts of land are becoming waterlogged desert because of over-farming to grow crops for export.

Global corporations are also making inroads into local industries, often shutting out local producers. In August 1998, many local oil-producing mills in India were effectively shut down as a result of a packaging order. This order required all oil to be packed in plastic or aluminium, which destroyed the market for open oil, and took away the livelihoods of many.

Pollution

Pollution is another impact of increased globalisation. As more ‘dirty industries’ locate themselves in developing nations, the level of pollution increases in these countries. However, it should be noted that even in developed nations, industrialisation has contributed to greater pollution.

Of course, pollution is not just the result of ‘big business’. Individuals also contribute by purchasing and using chemical and toxic products. Indeed, industrialised nations create the most carbon dioxide (CO2) pollution, generating 62 times more CO2 pollution per person than the least developed countries
. This pollution also contributes to climate change, and erratic global weather patterns. Gases such as CO2 have wreaked havoc on our Earth’s atmosphere and contribute greatly to the Greenhouse Effect.

At the current rate, by 2025 over half of all people living in developing countries will be highly vulnerable to the risk of storms and floods
. This is ironic when you consider that the most CO2 pollution is produced by developed nations.

The democratic institutions of developing nations must be strengthened, to tighten their environmental controls
. It is also argued that these countries must make greater use of the 1992 Rio Declaration’s ‘Precautionary Principle’. However, this view creates discord; developing nations sometimes go to extreme measures to be involved in world trade, to attract finance into their countries–even at the expense of the environment.

New technologies and crops: New solutions or new problems?

When it comes to actual land use, technology can be beneficial. Smart technologies for agricultural use are being created, providing new ideas and methods for sustainable development. Horticultural developments such as new fertilisers, irrigation systems and seeds have resulted in significant developments in productivity.

While new seeds can bring benefits, such as new varieties of plants, they can also be destructive. Often, they cannot be saved and have to be repurchased every year at high cost. This enslaves many to the corporations producing them, year after year. Many crops are also prone to pest attacks, requiring the heavy use of pesticides. 

These foreign plants and crops can wreak destruction on other flora and fauna. This is a great loss. As Agenda 21 states, biological resources constitute a capital asset with great potential for yielding sustainable benefits, such as food and nutrition. One such example is that genetically engineered crops are posing a serious threat to the Monarch Butterfly. 

Alongside butterflies, other insects–such as bees–are being killed by heavy pesticide use on pest-prone hybrid crops. Both are pollinators of the natural kingdom, and are essential to the reproduction of many florae. Further, such florae can be essential to many communities. In Bengal, women use more than 150 plants as greens
.

Culture is also being threatened through the use of Intellectual Property. Corporations have patented basmati rice, cotton, soya bean, mustard and many other natural commodities, as forms of ‘new technology’. Many other forms of Indigenous foods have been patented, leaving a situation where knowledge of Indigenous cultures, and of the underprivileged, is being converted into the property of global corporations
. Effectively, corporations who in turn charge for these age-old resources of the land, are appropriating cultural knowledge.  

Living Culture and Environments

Culture is linked, in many respects, to environment. And as globalisation has an increasing impact on the land, damage is done to many cultures around the world.

In India, industrial agriculturists who class some plants as ‘weeds’ are eradicating many species of plants
. Pesticides and other technological forms of eradication are used. Yet, people of the region have used many of these plants for food and medicines.

These plants’ eradication can mean the destruction of a way of life; one that will not be inherited by the next generation. Young people, therefore, are deprived of traditional knowledge–including habitat management and environmentally sustainable land management
.
However, global networks devoted to ethno-botany (the study of Indigenous and traditional peoples’ plant use) are being established
. Most encouragingly, an organisation called the Amazon Conservation Team has established a shaman network, encouraging younger members of Indigenous groups to become shamans’ apprentices, or ‘medicine men’
. 

So, through a global organisation focusing on ethno-botany, Indigenous culture and knowledge is being propagated for future generations. Also of importance is many Indigenous cultures’ reliance on their land for spiritual sustenance. Therefore, as logging and other destruction occurs, native cultures diminish. 

Eyak Indian Tribal member Glen Lankard clearly understands the link between Indigenous peoples and spiritual connection to their land. The Alaskan activist is a strong proponent of the view that destruction of trees and streams means destruction of the native cultures depending on them, and their spirituality
.

WORLD SUMMIT ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) held in Rio de Janiero in 1992 provided the fundamental principles and program of action for achieving sustainable development (1). At the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johanesburg many governments’ re-affirmed their commitment to these objectives by:

· Restoring the world’s depleted fish stocks by 2015.

· Establishing a solidarity fund to wipe out poverty

· Taking action to improve access to affordable energy

· Agreeing that the WTO accord on patents should not prevent poor countries providing medicines for all

· Halving the proportion of the world’s population living on less than a dollar a day by 2015

· Agreeing that by 2020 chemicals will be made and used in ways to minimise their harmful impact on humans and the environment  (2).

However the Conference failed to adequately address the following issues: 

· Although governments’ re-affirmed their commitment to halve the number of people without access to water and sanitation by 2015, they failed to ensure that water remained a public good by placing restrictions on the privatisation of this commodity.

· Governments’ only agreed to reduce biodiversity loss, rather than eliminate such loss altogether. 

· No new debt relief or aid targets were agreed upon. 

· There was no development to the precautionary principles agreed upon at the UNCED.

· Environmentally damaging subsidies were not dealt with properly.

· The Rio plan for a ten-year action program to address over-consumption and damaging production patterns was been dumped in favour of a weaker ‘framework of programs’(3).

(1) ‘World Summit on Sustainable Development; Plan of Implementation’, viewed at http://www.joburgsummit2002.com/.

(2) ‘Factbox’ at http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/. 

(3) http://www.foei.org/media/index.html.
Governments of the world, once again you've asked the youth to make a statement. Frankly, we are sick and tired of the empty promises and political-posturing that we've witnessed time and time again over the past ten years. We are fed up with your bracketing and debating the placement of the commas in the Plan of Action. 

Here in Johannesburg you have failed us!

Signatures do not feed people.

Words on paper do not stop deforestation. 

Where are the mechanisms? Where are the time frames? Where are the commitments? 

There are those who are pleased with the progress of the Summit, and also those who are ready to walk out due to a failed process. But we are working to move forward, watching, and are aware - for all our criticisms – that you, Heads of State and negotiators, are trying to work together. We are all committed to the creation of a better global community existing within the context of sustainable development.

Final Youth Statement made to the World Leaders at the World Summit on Sustainable Development. Delivered by Catherine Kamping, Youth for Sustainable Development Assembly, Philippines.

C. Youth and Employment

‘Youth’ is characterised by a series of changes. Generally speaking, it represents a change from childhood to adulthood. Crucial to this change is a young person’s entry into the workforce or a position of economic independence. No longer, however, is this transition dependent solely on local or domestic conditions. Instead, these changes are dictated by factors–particularly economic ones–with a global foundation.
However, young people’s employment prospects aren’t the only ones being shaped by global economic forces. Governmental policies, which are increasingly being shaped by the needs of the global economy, have an effect on all ages of the working population. 

These policies dictate factors such as interest rates, imports and exports, budget deficits, taxation policies, defence spending and investment. These are all fundamental to the kind of employment opportunities being generated within a country. 

Intense competition, high unemployment levels, permanent work shortages and the diminishing power of unions are fueling growing insecurities in the global workforce. Young workers are particularly vulnerable as they are less likely to have the experience required to succeed in this unprotected labour market. This creates a new and troubling situation, with the disempowering effects of globalisation mixing with age-old insecurities associated with being a young job-seeker.

To understand the unique employment situation young people are experiencing, attention must be given to the labour market from the perspective of an entrant. 

What is it like to be a young person looking for work in the 21st-century?

More People than Jobs

Of the world’s six billion people, one billion are estimated to be aged from 15–24; with 85% of them living in developing countries
. While the world has generated more jobs in the past 50 years than in the previous 400 years
, job creation is not keeping up with population growth. 

In a study of 16 countries belonging to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), it was estimated that for every 10% rise in the population, 5% more jobs were created
.  Right now, of the 160 million people unemployed globally, 66 million are youth
. 

So youth, who make up 27.3% of the world’s working population, account for 41% of world’s unemployed
. If we imagine the remaining 96 million unemployed as spread over the remaining working population
, we can imagine the burden of unemployment borne by the world’s youth.  

In this global labour market with more people than jobs, employers enjoy a definite advantage. Consequently, it is common for relatively highly-skilled or highly-educated young people to be working in relatively low-skilled jobs. This leaves the poorly-skilled and poorly-educated with even fewer opportunities.

Article 23 of The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that, “Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and favourable conditions of work and to protection against unemployment.” All too frequently, it is by virtue of wealth–not virtue of one’s humanity–that this right is enjoyed. 

In any case, the forces of globalisation are doing little to ensure young workers’ rights are being fulfilled. If anything, the freeing-up of trade has left young workers with less protection against unemployment.

Vulnerability
In the wake of globalisation, there is perhaps a greater sense of powerlessness being felt by a large segment of the world’s youth. Now, their job prospects are dictated not by tangible factors in their immediate environment, but by events in the global economy. 

Globally, young people are disconnected from events and decisions shaping their future, adding another dimension of uncertainty to an already-vulnerable time. With fewer trade barriers, less market protection, intense competition and a diminishing union presence, job security within many industries has been weakened.

Increasingly, job security is sacrificed in the unending quest for efficiency and competitiveness. In the spirit of competitiveness, companies often attempt to provide their services with fewer employees, and fewer permanent employees. As a result, many young workers around the world are feeling disposable. 

Rural Work

Globally, the magnitude of employment insecurities experienced by rural youth is exceptional. Of the world’s total youth population, approximately 55 percent are said to live in rural areas
. Annually, this figure is declining as the livelihoods of rural youth continue to be threatened by a highly competitive global primary sector, and the devastation of farmland through environmentally unsound farming techniques. 

As well as competition from the greater efficiency and mechanisation of US and European farming industries, young farmers in the developing world must also compete with heavily-subsidised prices of US and European crops. The latter countries can sell their crops at prices which don’t reflect the real cost of production. As a result, many farmers working in poorer countries, unprotected by their own governments, cannot compete with the unrealistically cheap price of US and European exports.

"Globalisation means higher regional mobility, as young people can work in another country. But for young farmers, they may have a more difficult time as the TNCs can benefit from division of labour and economies of scale. They may be forced out of the global market." Patricia Li, 16, Hong Kong

Many rural youth are forced to look for work elsewhere. Typically, that means migrating to the cities, in the hope of finding work to support themselves and their families. Yet, their generally lower education standards bring them little relief in the cities. By necessity, they end up working in low-paying jobs with little security, protection or benefits. 

"Globalisation makes young people move away from their communities. They learn new things and technology, forgetting their culture and feeling ashamed of it." Anna, Bolivia, 23
The combined effect of job losses, poor primary goods pricing and inadequate or urban-focused education has lead to alarming rates of rural-urban migration, particularly in the developing world. This has provided anything but a solution to the problem of rural unemployment. It simply shifts the burden onto cities incapable of supporting this mass of people.

The Sex Trade

One destination for displaced rural workers, mainly young women, is the sex trade. The sex trade is worthy of mention not because of its size (it accounts for a relatively small portion of youth workers) but because of the magnitude of suffering caused. While the existence of the sex industry is nothing new, the scale and nature of today’s sex industry is definitively modern. 

In a study by the International Labor Organization’s (ILO) Lin Lean Lim, it was estimated that 0.25–1.5% of female populations studied (all in southeast Asia) were engaged in prostitution
. The women involved are generally young, uneducated and quite often, migrant.

New economic forces promote this ‘modern’ sex industry. Lim’s study suggested the industry is linked to macroeconomic forces of governments. Lim argues these forces “have a tendency to spawn rapid urbanisation at the expense of rural development, to promote cheap labour for industrialisation, to facilitate the export of female labour for overseas employment and to promote tourism as a foreign exchange earner”
. 

The sex trade remains a product marketed to the world; one that is inextricably linked to the entertainment, tourism and travel industries. 

Each year, roughly one million children–mostly girls–enter the multi-billion dollar commercial sex trade
. This cruel violation of children’s rights is recognised in The Convention on the Rights of the Child.  Even where it is found a female is of legal working age, in this industry there are few regulations. She is still unlikely to enjoy basic rights such as safety, health regulations and humane working hours. 

Factory work

The liberalisation of trade laws has allowed a great variety of companies to shop globally for the most competitive labour costs
. The most immediate results are vastly cheaper production costs, and the creation of a new league of vulnerable workers.

Transnational corporations (TNCs) readily use sub-contractors for the most competitive labour costs. In effect, these sub-contractors secure not competitive, but unrealistic, labour costs. Minimum wage laws, overtime pay laws and legal working hours are all too often ignored when contractors bid to secure a deal with sub-contractors. 

TNCs can divest themselves of accountability for such rights violations because, officially, these factory workers are the employees of the sub-contractor. The sub-contractors are often at the liberty to forego workers’ rights, because their governments make little effort to monitor workplace conditions. As Naomi Klein warns in No Logo, “...When the actual manufacturing process is so devalued, it stands to reason that the people doing the work of production are likely to be treated like detritus–the stuff left behind
”. 

To maintain these unrealistic wages and poor working conditions, employers require workers who are too fearful to complain and without the education to understand their rights as workers. Who else but young women could fulfill this criterion so perfectly? It is estimated that in the world’s Export Processing Zones (EPZs)
, 90%  are women and the majority of these are young women
. 

Rusti Hutajulu, 25, IYP Action Partner, Indonesia
Rusti’s focus is on building workers’ groups, to raise awareness of labour rights and equip young workers with necessary skills and information. Rusti establishes networks by visiting Home Base Workers (HBW), and running HBW and factory workers’ discussion groups in the Borgor and Tangerang areas of Java. 

Rusti has first-hand knowledge of Nike factory working conditions, and aims to help strengthen the continuing international campaign of improving workers’ conditions in such factories.

Employers are often wary of older and educated women because they present a greater liability. Educated women are more likely to question company practices and older women are more likely to have families, which are seen by employers as a potential distraction and conflict of interest to the work at hand
. 

Temporary, Casual and Part-time Work

Worldwide, the number of people in temporary, casual and part-time work has been increasing dramatically
, particularly within countries of the north. Such work is often enjoyed and actively sought after, particularly by working mothers and students who cannot work full-time hours. Quite commonly, employers, rather than employees, are promoting the expansion of the non-permanent work sector. 

This growth is part of the global shift from collective to enterprise bargaining, whereby employers ‘negotiate’ temporary, part-time or casual contracts with non-core employees. This bypasses the rigours, costs and inefficiencies commonly associated with collective negotiations. Enterprise bargaining is becoming more popular with many companies, because it often means they can forego the provision of worker entitlements such as sick pay, holiday pay and superannuation. 

The problem is not simply one of worker entitlements; it also results in the problem of underemployment. Put simply, there are many young people working under non-permanent arrangements, because that is all they’re offered. 

The Informal Sector

Although these working arrangements are not limited to developing countries, the trend is closely associated with them. Of greater importance to developing countries is the informal sector. According to the International Labour Office (ILO), ‘informal’ is a blanket term covering a vast array of small, unregistered enterprises characterised by kinship, and personal and social relations. 

Work in the informal sector is generally limited to low-skilled labour and includes (but is not limited to): people working from home; working for one’s family or friends; street vending, and seasonal rural work. Unlike the non-permanent work discussed above, the informal sector is generally free of any contractual arrangements or formal guarantees.

Currently, the informal sector is growing rapidly in many parts of the developing world. In Africa, it is estimated that the informal sector accounts for 61% of all urban employment, and 93% of all new jobs created. The ILO estimates that globally, anywhere between 60–80% of people working in the informal sector are women
. 

There is no safety net for people working in the informal sector. It is typically the last stronghold for people trying to make a living. People work in the informal sector without the protection of contractual arrangements. And being unregistered leaves little to ensure workers’ rights are being fulfilled. It is of immediate concern that this already-huge sector is growing. 

Informal work will therefore constitute a very important source of employment for young people, particularly women, for years to come.

Technology: Opportunities for Youth

There is, however, another class of young workers keeping apace the rapid changes propelled by forces of globalisation; particularly those instituted by the introduction of highly sophisticated technology. 

"Globalisation has given me real friends, with people of races apart from mine, without having met them–except on the net!" Dayo Niyi-Idowu, 26, Nigeria

In some ways, young people are most capable of adapting to continuous transformations in information technology. Young people are also most capable of addressing the new challenges growing from its implementation. In part, many young people have grown up with the technology, and also because new skills are more easily acquired during youth.  

Naturally, young people in higher income brackets have greatest access to learn, and use, cutting-edge technology. Many young entrepreneurs have come from middle and upper-middle class backgrounds in the US, Japan, China, India and Singapore. These young people have capitalised on new technologies, particularly the internet, and have played a leading role in their development
.

"I think globalisation has been positive and negative. Positive in a way that contributes young people to search abroad for jobs, education, experience, but at the same time consequences of globalisation on the economy prevents enterprises from hiring more young people. As a matter of fact, probably more people get fired than hired." Fiorella Melzi, 24, Peru
Of course, other less-expensive technologies have been transforming the workforce. In varying degrees, new technologies have infiltrated a large number of workplaces, in the form of PCs, hardware, software, mobile phones, landline phones and even the simple radio.

Youth with a good understanding of the latest information technologies are greatly rewarded. Young people are potentially most able to participate in the so-called ‘digital age’. But the vast numbers of people removed from this technology offsets the optimism. 

Approximately 860 million subscribers to mobile phones exist around the globe, but 500 million people have no access to any kind of telephone. And 15% of the world’s population accounts for 88% of total internet “connectivity”
.  So it will take considerable cooperation between private and public sectors, both within and across nations, for such disparities to be evened out.

“Statistics cannot convey the kind of despair created by unemployment, or entrapment in a soulless job without hope of something better. Anyone with experience of unemployment or of working in a dismal workplace will empathise with many young people’s daily experiences around the world.” Mike Gottsche, 25, Australia
D. Youth and Trade

Globalisation is a powerful phenomenon, driven largely by trade. While it has had a major impact on youth around the world, it has affected young people differently, depending on whether they reside in rich or poor nations. For youth living in developing countries, globalisation has brought many threats to their livelihoods.

International trade is one of the most important driving forces behind globalisation. During the past 20 years, the volume of world trade has grown twice as fast as world Gross Domestic Product (GDP). Over the same period, while the value of exports has tripled, world GDP has doubled. 

Trade is an important tool for wealth creation, and can be an important path to development. If developing countries were able to increase their share of world exports by 5%, this would generate US$350 billion–which is seven times the amount they receive in aid
. Added to this, development assistance, or foreign aid, provided by governments of developed countries has been declining for many years. The UN target, of OECD countries donating 0.7% of their GDP in foreign aid, is nearly not being met. 

An example of the potential of trade to development is sub-Saharan Africa. It has seen its share of world exports fall to 1.3%, which is one-third of its early 1980s level
. This has caused an enormous decline in living standards, and an increase in poverty. If sub-Saharan Africa had the same share of world exports as it did in the 1980s, the income gain would be US$432 per capita–almost double the current average income
.

Increased trade, however, does not automatically translate into poverty reduction. Whether reductions in poverty are achieved or not depends on many factors. The degree to which people benefit is influenced by crucial factors, such as access to infrastructure, education and healthcare.   Exports are an important factor in reducing poverty, when they create demand in markets where poor people have an important stake–such as smallholder agriculture and labour-intensive manufacturing. 

Young people have much to gain from the potential benefits of international trade, such as improved access to healthcare and improved standards of living. International trade offers greater prospects for employment and entrepreneurial opportunities. 

Over 600 million young people aged 15–24 work, comprising almost a quarter of the global workforce
. Many of these young people are involved in the production of goods for international trade, but they are often among the worst affected by its negative impacts. The impacts of trade on this population of around 1.1 billion young people have been given surprisingly little attention by national governments or global institutions.  

Market Access and Agricultural Trade

If trade is to work for poor people, developing countries need access to markets in wealthy, developed countries. Expanding market access can help countries to accelerate growth, while creating new opportunities for poor communities. This is especially so for agricultural products and labour-intensive goods, since the livelihoods of so many poor people are concentrated in these sectors.

Rural youth account for around 55% of the world’s youth population, and they have been among those most disadvantaged by trade. Falling commodity prices have resulted in declining household incomes–especially in many parts of the developing world, which relies so heavily on exports for income. 

Adding to the impact of falling commodity prices, the limited access developing nations have to markets in developed nations reduces their opportunities to increase their export earnings. To make matters worse, subsidised farmers in the EU and US ‘dumping’ their exports on developing nations has meant farmers have often become uncompetitive–even in their domestic markets. And now, with the threat of the TRIPs (See glossary), farmers may not even be able to save seeds from their produce so that they may subsist a livelihood. In many parts of the developing world, these factors have led to a worsening in rural poverty.

Soufyan Tazi, 22, IYP Action Partner, Morocco

Soufyan works with Moroccan NGO, Cosmos Medina Morocco. Alongside the organisation, Soufyan assists marginalised local populations in creating and running sustainable, income-generating initiatives and projects. Soufyan provides advice and training to assist in the creation of a fair trade shop, selling some of the goods produced by project participants.
Unfortunately, trade liberalisation under globalisation works against the interests of poor communities. Developing countries have been rapidly liberalising imports, while rich countries, despite the free-market rhetoric of their governments, have remained fiercely protectionist in their approach to developing country imports. 

These protectionist policies are one of the main reasons why integration into global markets is not delivering its full benefits to poor countries. Tariff and non-tariff barriers penalise developing countries in precisely the areas where they have expertise.  

The weakness of international rules, bad policies, weak governance in developing countries, and corporate practices prioritising short-term profits over long-term human development are undermining the capacity of poor countries and poor people to benefit from international trade provided by TNCs.

Marketing Disaster: Tobacco Promotion in Developing Countries 

It is estimated that 800 million smokers, almost three-quarters of the world’s total, live in developing countries. Of the 80,000–100,000 young people who become long-term smokers every day, around four-fifths live in poor countries. Behind these statistics is a silent public health emergency, which is worsening by the day.

The full magnitude of this emergency is not widely appreciated. Tobacco is already the world’s greatest preventable killer. Cigarette sales are constant in rich countries, but are growing at three percent annually in developing countries. Currently, an estimated two million deaths annually result from smoking in developing countries. This figure, based on current trends, is expected to rise to seven million deaths by 2030 (World Bank 1999, WHO 1999).

Smoking is actively promoted through sophisticated marketing strategies. The global market for cigarettes is dominated by the TNCs: BAT, Philip Morris and RJ Reynolds, each of which invest heavily in promoting their products. Philip Morris alone spent more than US$3 billion on advertising in 1996 (Oxfam, 2002). A growing share of corporate advertising budgets are being targeted towards developing countries.

Primary Commodities 
Over the past 30 years, the share of commodities in world trade has been declining almost without interruption. In the 1990s, world trade in primary commodities was growing at less than one-third the rate of trade in manufactured goods, and the gap is widening
. As a result, countries dependent on primary commodities have been left behind in the benefits from globalisation. More than 50 countries depend on three or fewer commodities, for more than half their export earnings
. 

In 2000, prices for 18 major export commodities were 25 percent lower in real terms than they were in 1980. Prices for eight of these commodities declined by over 50 percent
.

Low prices have been compounded by the problem of price volatility. This makes planning for the future difficult, whether it is for governments or individual households. It is hard for farmers to undertake investment, or for governments to plan spending commitments, when they have little idea what next year’s income flow will look like. 

This volatility leads to vulnerability which, in turn, leads to debt. Inability to sustain imports, coupled with excessive borrowing on the strength of brief commodity booms, has had devastating consequences. Thirty-seven of the Highly Indebted Poor Countries rely on primary commodities for more than half of their merchandise export earnings
. Their capacity to repay debt depends on the prices they receive in international commodity markets.

Rural areas often have limited access to educational programs. Consequently, rural youth commonly leave school at an early age. Often, there is also a genuine need for the young person's labour on the farm, or in the home. Rural young women have even greater difficulties than young men, as they are often not given the same opportunities in education and training.  

One consequence of the rising population and lack of opportunities in rural areas is urban drift, with young people moving to towns in the hope of greater opportunities for employment and better education. As a consequence, these towns become increasingly overcrowded, which puts pressure on limited services
. 

Urban Youth 

For the almost 500 million youth living in urban areas–the vast majority in developing countries–there is a different set of issues challenging their livelihoods. As countries compete to encourage multinational companies to invest in their economies, they frequently fail to protect adequate wages and labour standards.

Young people have been particularly affected by the expansion of Export Processing Zones, or EPZs, areas designated by national governments to promote export production using incentives–such as exemption from local tax, foreign investment and labour laws. On average, 80% of workers in EPZs are young women
; and with laws prohibiting membership of trade unions and denying other basic entitlements, they are vulnerable to many forms of exploitation. Even outside EPZs, many young people are subject to poor working conditions and paid wages barely above national poverty lines.  

Young people are not only involved in trade as producers, but also as consumers. They constitute a vitally important market for many multinational companies dominating international trade. There is huge potential for young people to become more aware, and challenge the practices of companies that engage in youth exploitation.  

Knowing how trade affects young people on either side of the transaction is an important step towards building an international trading system, which is fair for all young people.

I would like to express the following views about the current trade rules:

It is evident that developing countries have suffered and unfortunately, are still suffering, from the international unfair trade rules. Until 1975, Togo got much of its trade revenues from cocoa, coffee, cotton, phosphates; its main products. It got so much revenue from what is called ‘the glorious periods’. 

Since 1975, the prices of these products have been falling down, drastically reducing government revenues. Finished products are imported at higher and higher prices, fixed up in London or Chicago or other Western cities, and at the same time, populations’ purchasing power has dropped. Internally, the prices have risen, leading to inflation and coinciding with the depreciation of the franc in January 1990. 

Let me mention that something good was developed by an organisation called STABEX. It was put in place to stabilise the changing price of cocoa and coffee: in case of rising selling prices, the organisation would constitute a surplus for farmers so that if prices dropped, the surplus would be used to compensate them. Unfortunately, when the globalisation sun rose, the farmers were asked to fly for themselves, and the stabilising organisation no longer functions!

If this were not enough, from 1975, Togo has been through a political and economic crisis with several months’ salaries going unpaid. Daily consequences include: families having real difficulty paying their kids’ school fees; the government no longer being able to provide basic healthcare services; roads being in a bad state; water supply becoming short and this continues today... 

Government macro-economic targets could not be achieved and it is clear that the deterioration of current trade rules have again played a big part in this turmoil (of course, we do not underestimate other causes which include mismanagement). 

In this regard we, the youth, think that we have to raise public awareness about this issue and also lobby government to take measures to restore people’s confidence in themselves, confidence that any fight can be never lost in advance. 

This is a challenge, we the youth can help address. At a regional level, the existence of ECOWAS (Economic Community of West African States) should help reduce internal trade barriers. It can also help to fight for debt cancellation, fight to reduce inflation and be more present in international discussions.

The democratisation of the WTO, the World Bank and the IMF, as an international issue, seems very important in my view. I think the NGOs and civil society protests in Seattle, Zurich and recently in Italy, are a signal that things are changing for the betterment of we poor people. Kossi Ogoubi, 28, IYP Action Partner, Togo, West Africa
E. Youth and Culture

Culture is an omnipresent force in the everyday life of all human beings, regardless of race or creed. It informs us on who we are, and how we live our lives. Yet increasingly, culture is being changed by the continual process of globalisation–at times for the better, and at times for worse. Language, traditions and lifestyles are incurring a considerable impact. 

Young people in particular are increasingly targeted by consumer-driven culture. At the same time, they’re a force shaping globalisation. Young people also encounter social problems and issues resulting from the destruction and change of cultures. 

Culture is a vital, all-encompassing concept. It is integral to the life of every single person on our planet, and makes living more meaningful. As the UNESCO World Development Report stated: “Poverty of the soul is as great a disease as poverty of the body… what makes some societies flourish and others perish is culture.”
Culture is also something we all have the right to enjoy as human beings. It is recognised as a right in Article 27(1) of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which states that everyone has a right to practise and maintain their culture.

The Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity states in Article 1 that: 'As a source of exchange, innovation and creativity, cultural diversity is as necessary for humankind as biodiversity is for nature. In this sense, it is the common heritage of humanity and should be recognized and affirmed for the benefit of present and future generations.
’

The right to culture is a universal right.

Are young people creators or targets of globalisation?

We live in a world in which young people are the main targets, and unwitting producers of globalisation.

Corporations view young people as a ‘target market’; a large body of consumers. As consumerism is a key driver of globalisation, teenagers in particular are targeted for the purpose of buying and using goods and services. If you ‘get’ a teen, you have a consumer for life
. 

Globalisation also affects young people because they assist in producing it. They drive the demand for consumer-driven culture because with each purchase they make, they vote with their dollar for consumerism.

Consumer culture places pressure on youth to conform. When young people are constantly being told what to buy or do to be ‘cool’ or ‘acceptable’, they often struggle with their identity. As a general rule, identity formation takes place in youth. 

New technological developments, such as mobile phones and the internet, are often targeted at young people. They have also brought many benefits. These forms of technology put youth in touch with other young people around the world. New technologies have increased awareness and appreciation of other cultures. The internet allows different cultures to see each other more clearly, and therefore recognise their fundamentally different value systems.

But these tools can have side effects; for example, the internet. The worldwide web is not always a ‘useful’ flow of information: often it is controlled by wealthy, technologically advanced nations and corporations
. Therefore it is still not a truly global medium, as many young people around the world do not have access to this form of technology–much less the ability to control its content.

These technologies also mean the world is losing its boundaries: both an exciting and daunting prospect. Notions of space and togetherness are being expanded, which can be confusing for young people. 

Traditional Languages - a voice for the future?

Language is increasingly at risk in many communities, with assimilation into dominant cultures. Increasingly, more languages are in danger. Up to 90% of the 6800 languages around the world face extinction. Perhaps just as worrying is the fact that fewer than 2500 people each speak 50% of all languages
.

The consequences of losing a language are profound. As Arok Wolvengray, an Indian Languages and Linguistics Professor states, each language has its own way of seeing and dealing with the world: “When you lose a language, you lose that knowledge base and that world view, and that impoverishes us a little bit”
.

It is vital for youth to learn and preserve their traditional languages. They are the ones who can pass on this knowledge. But it is not so easy in a world where languages of dominant cultures bombard them every day through social interactions, TV, radio and advertising.

But it can be done. Indigenous youth groups around the world are re-establishing knowledge of their languages through teaching and recordings of their traditions. For instance, in New Zealand, Maoris have established language nests, where elders speak their native tongues to youth whose parents have lost the language. 

And even global technology can help. Sites dedicated to the preservation of Indigenous culture are tools in fighting such battles. But for many languages it is either too late, or a task that ultimately will not be won. And once a language dies, so too does a whole tradition.

What’s the problem?

The change, and even destruction, of many global cultures has given rise to a myriad of social issues and problems for young people.

An underlying tension is the issue of identity. As cultures change, so too do peoples’ identities. Young people are especially vulnerable, as their identities are still being formed. And as cultures change, young people can become detached from their traditional heritage and culture.

"Globalisation involves the opening of economies (and thereby societies) to a global market as a result of the present and prevalent capitalist system. 

Founded on such principles as deregulation, liberalisation and privatisation, it has resulted in not only the economic displacement of peoples but more importantly, the obliteration of entire cultures and societies." Michelle Stilind, 23, Sweden 
Destruction of cultures can also lead to high rates of alcohol and drug dependence. For many, culture is undeniably linked with identity; and destruction of culture can become destruction of the self. The increase in drug and alcohol abuse in such communities means young people are often growing up in a world with little hope. 

Globalisation can have a positive effect on culture. Culture is meant to evolve, and globalisation can be seen as one way of forcing this change. In an increasingly modern society, some argue cultures must be able to adapt, in order to thrive. It is argued that globalisation allows this, because ‘by democratising relations between peoples, between nations and states, the diversity of nations and their cultures (are allowed to) continue to enrich the world”
. 

But as we have seen, this ‘democratisation’ is all-too-often an uncomfortable and unwanted change.

F Youth and Security 

“The balance between international openness and domestic stability is a pivotal issue if globalisation is to remain a constructive force."
 (Vaymyen 1997:78)

Globalisation has important consequences for regional and national security. This process alters the power of countries, changes regional and national power relationships, shifts national interests and redefines long-standing alliances and conflicts
. These rapid changes are resulting in the emergence of new security problems throughout the world, as highlighted by the events of September 11, 2001. 

The impact of conflict on young people is immeasurable. More than 300,000 children under 18 are fighting in armed conflicts in more than 30 countries worldwide
. Young people are often also at the fringes of conflict–as refugees, as sons and daughters of missing people, as those denied an education or access to basic social services. 

Young people are involved in grassroots efforts of peacebuilding and lobbying at an international level
. The Global Campaign for Peace Education
 and many young peace activists are calling for universal peace education in every institution of learning. 

“Commitment… is, in my viewpoint, the basis for a genuine culture of peace. Without commitment, no-one moves, no-one takes initiative to end a conflict or wave the white flag.” Elsa Yazbek, 27, IYP Action Partner, Lebanon

Globalisation has also resulted in the emergence of global infrastructure to deal with conflict. There is a growing international consensus against the use of child soldiers. For example, the new International Criminal Court will treat the use of child soldiers as a war crime. However, such infrastructure–although responding to acute crises–often fails to prevent and mitigate conflict
. 

"Humanity requires a shift from the past to the future, from nationalistic or clan loyalties to a global concern for humanity. It calls for a sense of global responsibility and an awareness of the fundamental unity of humankind... We must empower youth to contribute to the trust and confidence building process." Vision for Building a Culture of Peace, United Nations of Youth, Africa
The global media, while often at the forefront in bringing the brutal realities of conflict to the world’s awareness, has also raised tensions and enforced prejudices. Young people’s participation in armed conflict is often related to their understanding of the causes of the conflict. All sides to armed conflict tend to present their own interpretation of events, and the control of information is often an important aspect of strategy within the conflict itself. 

Yet, many argue that the media has an obligation to build global understanding of the causes and consequences of armed conflict, and in this way assist the peace process. 

“Sometimes I ask myself, ‘How does peace look like, and what will happen if suddenly we have peace?" Stella Matutina Henry Bagho, 29, IYP Action Partner, Sudan
Two key areas to note:

The Arms Trade and Globalisation

The worldwide production and sales of arms is expanding, thereby providing for the possibility of intensified national and regional conflict. Current trade rules and the inaction of international financial institutions have facilitated the continuation of such trade. 

Under the current trade rules, there exists a national security exemption that allows countries to subsidise production, promote sales of weapons and impose any trade embargoes it deems necessary to maintain national security
.

These security exemptions allow money to be channelled from the civilian to the military sector, and act to promote arms sales over other forms of trade
. In this way, weapons can be produced cheaply, thereby increasing the number of weapons available on a global scale. 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has failed to strengthen its stance on limiting states’ military spending
. Under Structural Adjustment Programs, the IMF insists that governments reduce their budgetary spending, yet such limitations have failed to impinge on defence spending. 

Instability and Economic Crises

The unpredictability of the international economic system can directly result in widespread insecurity and conflict. Globalisation has resulted in rapid, yet short-term economic growth in many countries, as well as rapid financial crises. Such fluctuations are often dependent upon, and dictated by, foreign investment and the actions of international organisations such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

In this sense, many economies of the developing world are unstable, as evidenced by the Asian economic crisis of 1997, the Russian debt crisis in 1998, and the Argentinian economic crisis of 2002
. The near-collapse of such economies triggered riots and widespread violence, and reduced the abilities of government to contain pre-existent and emerging conflict
. Such crises also threatened security and political arrangements with other countries. 

G. Emerging Issues facing Young People

Globalisation has led to the emergence of new issues that transcend national boundaries and affect the world as a whole. The resolution of these matters is dependent upon gaining a comprehensive understanding of the issues, and a general cooperation between countries.

1. Biopiracy 

Biopiracy is the claim of intellectual property rights over traditional knowledge, which has been shared unconditionally in the past. It is the theft of traditional plants and medicines from poor communities by multinational companies. Western understanding of ownership and knowledge is often in conflict with Indigenous ownership, which tends to see property belong to the whole community, and is often part of their culture and spirituality. Globalisation is making such communities’ cultural heritage vulnerable to exploitation.

For example, the Mayan peoples of Central America and Mexico have used pozol, a medicine made of fermented corn, to treat giardia and other intestinal infections for thousands of years. These conditions comprise some of the greatest health threats they face. 

During the 1990s, US scientists visited Central America and were initiated into the process of producing this medicine, sharing the unprotected inheritance of the Mayan peoples. The scientists proceeded to identify the genetic composition of the microorganism within pozol giving the material its healing qualities. In 1999, they were granted a patent. The original owners remain in extreme poverty.

Oxfam is supporting the formation of a network of Indigenous organisations, uniting to defend their rights to control and benefit from their land’s natural resources. A campaign is being developed to reform the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the Trade-Related aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement, which allow this ‘theft’. Reforms demanded include a ban on the patenting of life, and the protection of ancestral knowledge. 

2. Foreign Debt

Foreign debt currently cripples the economies of many highly indebted poor counties. These countries are caught up in a cycle of loan payments and debt repayments, hindering their ability to develop. Many of these loans were granted by IMF or World Bank, placing such organisations in a powerful position. (See Chapter 7: Globalisation's impact on youth in all regions)

In return for these loans, the organisations demand implementation of Structural Adjustment Programs (SAPs) to ensure the punctual repayments of debt. However, as previously discussed, these policies often favour export-led development over longer-term development that would benefit the needs of a greater proportion of the population.

Argentina and debt

Like many developing countries, Argentina is in debt to the IMF and World Bank–to the sum of US$132 billion
. Argentina has been plagued by recession for the past four years, leaving one-fifth of the workforce unemployed. 

G7, IMF and the World Bank claim the Argentinian government is in a debt cycle that further loans will not solve. As a result, the IMF insisted the Argentinian Government eliminate its budget deficit. However, this resulted in a severe reduction in spending which involved cuts in salaries, pensions and spending on basic services, and the limiting of bank withdrawals
. These policies, underpinned by a free-market ideology, impacted on low-income groups the most
. The adversity faced by such groups was expressed through national strikes and protests in July 2001.

Until 2002, Argentines were part of the richest, best-educated and most cultured nation in Latin America–but the middle-class, the urban poor and the poorest farmers have been most heavily impacted upon by the economic crises. Government statistics show 11,200 people per day are falling into poverty–earning less than $3 per day. 

A large factor in both the price rises and slump in real wages is a 70 percent devaluation of the peso over the six months prior to August 2002. But the price of flour has soared by 166 percent, and canned tomatoes by 118 percent
. Argentina highlights that IMF policies often fail in promoting long-term and sustainable economic growth within developing countries
. Argentina also represents the impacts of corruption, and runaway government spending.

For more information, see www.jubilee2000uk.org
3. Enron and Corporate Collapses

Since the beginning of 2002, the world has witnessed an unparalleled series of corporate collapses. Some of these failures reflect ordinary operations of the market, while others are a combination of poor management and unethical business practices. Corporate collapses and restructuring call into question how corporations are required to disclose information, and their accountability.

Enron was the first major collapse of the period. The corporation was supposed to represent the bright future of US capitalism. Innovations making Enron the darling of big business fulfilled principles of the neo-liberal ideal economy of the free-market. These included rolling back government-regulated capitalism, and creating opportunities for unbridled speculation in energy markets and other fields. 

So often with corporate collapses, ordinary employees are left unemployed and out of pocket. Such was the case with Enron. There have been allegations that while employees lost their jobs and pensions, top executives and other corporate insiders–who knew the company was about to go down–sold off their stock before its value plummeted.

Corporate collapses such Worldcom and Enron discredit the neo-liberal http://www.globalexchange.org/economy/econ101/neoliberalDefined.htmlmodel (see  for a definition of neo-liberalism). A tighter, more regulatory environment has the potential to bring back stability and confidence to the corporate world.

For more information, see  http://www.corpwatch.org, http://www.focusweb.org and Chapter 9(b) of the Guide.

4. Export Finance and Insurance

Export credit agencies (ECAs) extend loans, and provide insurance and financial services to companies wanting to export goods or services, or make investments overseas. 

The inherent risk of the export or investment company is minimised, because companies can insure against financial loss caused by such things as war, political instability, or currency devaluations in the country receiving the export. This enables exporters to become bolder in their overseas marketing, and gives them a competitive advantage in new markets.

Many export credit agencies are government-associated and try to encourage local economic growth. However, in the past, there has been little evaluation of the impacts this financial backing has on the countries receiving the export. This particularly applies to the environmental, social, or cultural impacts of these investments. For example, loans extended for mining operations have resulted in deforestation and far-ranging economic and social consequences.

Critics of ECAs believe they should only approve applications if they conform to a minimum ethical standard, as set out by International Labour Organization Conventions, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the Convention on Conservation of Biological Diversity.  

In addition, public consultation should be encouraged prior to funding approval, and public access to environmental and social impact assessments should be guaranteed. ECAs should be made to bear some responsibility for projects they fund, and should have to conduct interim reviews to ensure environmental and social standards, as outlined above, are maintained.

5. HIV/AIDS: Pharmaceuticals and Debt

HIV/AIDS is an enormous humanitarian and development crisis, particularly for young people. It has reduced life expectancy in sub-Saharan Africa by 15 years. Apart from the terrible personal suffering involved for millions, it is also the single biggest threat to the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals, especially in Africa.

Young people are at the centre of the pandemic
. More than half of new HIV infections are seen in people aged 15–24. Each day, 6,000 young people become infected, with young women particularly vulnerable
. More than 50 percent of young people aged 15–24 harbour serious misconceptions about how HIV/AIDS is transmitted. Yet despite this statistic, strategies for responding to the epidemic generally disregard young people.

Of all HIV-positive people, one-third–around 13 million people–live in countries classified by the IMF and World Bank as heavily indebted
. Money could be used for fighting the link between poverty and HIV/AIDS, instead of debt repayments. 

Indebted countries face some of the highest HIV/AIDS rates in the world. Heavily indebted countries currently lose over one million lives each year to the disease. HIV/AIDS is devastating education systems, placing new demands on already overstretched health sectors, increasing time demands on women, jeopardising the future of orphaned children, and in some cases, reducing economic growth by almost two percent a year
.

Often, poor countries are unable to produce pharmaceuticals or gain greater access to drugs needed to combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other public health crises. In the context of low family incomes and public-health budgets, the principal barrier to these life-saving medicines is their prohibitive cost. 

Of the 1.5–2 million HIV-positive Ugandans, only 5000–10,000 (0.3–0.5 percent) currently receive anti-retroviral therapy
. In order to pay, most of those undergoing treatment have to sacrifice other family needs for treatment. And when families make choices about who gets treatment, women tend to go without. 

On 14 November 2001, 142 countries at the WTO ministerial conference affirmed that governments are free to take necessary action to protect public health. Today, if drug companies price medicines beyond the reach of people who need them, governments can license the manufacture of lower-cost, equivalent medicines. Developing countries are demanding that they be allowed to import cheaper medicines. 

Some pharmaceutical companies have formed partnerships with African countries, and are working together to address many problems related to the provision of treatment. This includes the sale of critical medicines at low prices, as well as building an improved infrastructure for getting medication to those in need. 

Recognising AIDS as a disease affecting 40 million people, mostly in developing countries, Oxfam has launched its Cut the Cost campaign. This calls for change to world trade rules, so that developing countries can provide cheap, generic, anti-AIDS drugs without fear of breaking trade rules. 

Oxfam’s report, Beyond Philanthropy, points out that companies are unwilling to address the health crisis through a systematic approach to tiered pricing of medicines, for developing countries. This approach could lower prices sustainably, if delivered through an efficient system, and strengthen the industry’s potential to improve global health with little effect on profits
.

The Young People and HIV/AIDS Report
 highlights that in countries where the spread of HIV/AIDS is subsiding or declining–such as Uganda and Thailand–it is primarily because young men and women are being given the knowledge, tools and services to adopt safe behaviours.

For more information, see http://www.oxfam.org.uk or the Campaign for Access to Essential Medicines (http://www.accessmed-msf.org) and Chapter 9(g).

6. Genetic Engineering and Genetically Modified Food

Genetic engineering (GE) is already part of life. A technology that manipulates the genes of living things, GE takes genes from one life form and forces them into another
. Genes from bacteria, viruses, plants, animals and even humans, have been inserted into plants like soyabeans, corn and canola, to grow commercial crops. 

GE ingredients are being fed to us without our consent. Genetically Modified (GM) seeds are already corrupting organic crops, and the process of genetic engineering itself is both unpredictable, and risky.

Multinational chemical companies creating GE crops claim the technology will feed the world. However, there are fears that GE, through cross-seeding, is threatening the environment. It has the potential to destroy existing sustainable agricultural systems. GE plants, animals and microbes can multiply and spread indefinitely.

Chemical companies are increasingly claiming ownership over seeds and grains; and therefore, the control over livelihoods of millions of agricultural farmers. Critics claim GE food will not result in an end to poverty, but a destruction of diversity, local knowledge and sustainable agricultural systems.

The GeneEthics Network (http://www.geneethics.org) is calling for a freeze on the use of GE and its products in food and on farms. Greenpeace (http://www.greenpeace.org) opposes all releases of genetically engineered organisms into the environment. 

7. Migration


Globalisation is bringing with it unprecedented levels of people movement–around the world, and across and within borders. Access to new information flows and means of transportation has enabled, encouraged and in some cases, forced migration for economic, environmental and political reasons. Statistics from 1996 show an estimated 18 million refugees in international transit, and 35 million people internally displaced
. 

While the process of globalisation is facilitating the free movement of capital, the free movement of people is often undermined. For those migrants able to gain legal entry into either developed or developing countries, unemployment, cultural isolation and poverty are often common experiences. 

However, many migrants are denied entry into a country. This recent increase in the number of immigrants has resulted in governments curbing their movement, as migration between and within countries is often seen as undesirable. Internal migrants are often held responsible for the growth of megacities; while international migrants are thought to increase unemployment in industrialised countries by undercutting local wages, and benefiting from the welfare system
. 

Increasingly, Western nations are introducing more severe, inflexible immigration policies. Cultural differences and xenophobia are used to create contempt and fear of ‘unlawful migrants’ among citizens. This fear supports the often-harsh measures used by governments to justify the denial of entry to refugees and immigrants. 

Policies attempting to curb migration contribute to the rise of international people-smuggling, and growth of the informal sector
. Furthermore, such policies often offend international human rights standards, as highlighted by Australia’s mandatory detention policy for ‘asylum seekers’. This policy has received forceful condemnation from the United Nations. 

An alternative view of migration should be adopted. States’ migration policies should primarily honour their human rights obligations, while appreciating the potential and actual contribution of migrants to sustainable development and poverty reduction in host and home areas
. 

Furthermore, productive policies should be instituted to reduce the pressures forcing people to migrate, and recognise migrants’ contributions and rights in home areas.

“We must eliminate ideologies of hate, break down the structural inequalities that exclude ethnic minorities and create long-term economic solutions to solve problems which arrive from access to scarce resources. We wish to prevent discrimination against minorities, refugees and internally displaced people. We will establish programs of intercultural exchange, based on sport, music, conferences and discussions.” Safe Haven Working Group, IYP2000

9. What are some alternatives?

There are alternatives to globalisation. Many young people are advocating a model of globalisation where interests of women, youth, children, poor communities, workers, Indigenous communities and the environment are put before shareholder value and the bottom line. What is needed is a new model of economic and social development that is fair, sustainable, inclusive and truly global.

“It is important for people to not only protest and show dissension for current globalisation methods and patterns, but more importantly, to present articulate and educated alternatives to them.” Eduardo Ottoni, 29, Canada

A. Human rights for rich and poor

One of the key objectives of a new form of globalisation should be the achievement of human rights for all. This is expressed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 1948. 

The UDHR contains 30 articles outlining the full range of human rights with which every human is born: political, civil, cultural, social and economic. It also notes our right to an international political and social system protecting all of these rights. The Declaration is supported by two covenants that are legally binding on nations that have ratified them.

In the name of free trade, countries often violate the social and economic rights of their own citizens–such as enabling the working conditions of young factory workers in Indonesia. And by promoting a free trade agenda, countries are helping to violate the rights of other countries’ citizens, such as the use of child labour in export production in India. To ensure rights are protected, governments must put rights outlined in the UDHR before free trade. If globalisation is to work for all, it must be harnessed to promote greater adherence to human rights.

"What bothers me most is that human rights, which are supposed to be universal, are a step behind the material things, though rights should have been paramount in the first place. 

“Human rights might have the name spelled globally, but the actions speak for themselves–we still see genocide and human rights violations in all the countries of the world, even in Europe. I hope the globalisation will embrace the role of international community and international public law to ensure the commitments made in the UN, regarding human rights. To say is not to do, unfortunately." Zane Bandere, 22, Latvian living in France
Our human rights are more than just the rights to vote and not be tortured. Young people have the right to food, housing, job and economic security. Young people have a right to education, healthcare and a safe environment.

"Human rights has become a global definition of keeping safe the lives, dignity and freedom of humans. It has become, through globalisation, an international lifeguard to people, despite their race, colour, age, ethnicity and political opinion. Simply, globalisation has given human rights a universal status and undoubtedly a tool for human equity."  Saleem Al-Habash, 22, Palestine
Oxfam International’s approach is to put economic and social justice at the heart of its own program, and at the top of the world’s agenda. International Youth Parliament (IYP) similarly argues that poverty and suffering are primarily caused and perpetuated by the denial of rights between and within nations. This results in the exploitation and oppression of poor and powerless communities. To ensure that globalisation works for poor and excluded communities, the following five rights are the core of Oxfam’s focus. They are:

1. The right to a sustainable livelihood - economic and environmental equity, and sustainable livelihoods for future generations.

2. The right to basic social services - equitable access to basic healthcare and education.

3. The right to life and security - equitable provision of protection, relief and rehabilitation.

4. The right to be heard - equitable participation in political, economic and social policy-making and decisions.

5. The right to an identity - equity in gender and diversity. 

The International Criminal Court

In July 1998, the integration of world governments resulted in the creation of the International Criminal Court (ICC). After five weeks of negotiations, 120 countries voted to adopt the treaty. Only seven countries voted against it (including China, Israel, Iraq, and US) and 21 abstained. 

The ICC came into operation on 1 July 2002. Its role is to investigate and prosecute those accused of war crimes, genocide and crimes against humanity. It will also help defend the rights of those who traditionally have had little access to justice. 

The Court has the potential to end to the past century's cycle of impunity for the most serious crimes of international concern. The creation of the ICC will also encourage diplomatic discussions and increased communication between member countries. It is hoped major world powers such as China and the US will join the ICC. 

Maintaining international peace and protection of human rights is also the role of the United Nations Security Council (http://www.un.org/Docs/scinfo.htm). Its aim is to maintain international peace and security, in accordance with the principles and purposes of the United Nations. It can take military action against an aggressor and call on Members of the United Nations to apply economic sanctions and other non-violent measures, to prevent or stop aggression.
B. Monitoring corporates

“In this neo-liberal law of the jungle, it is the right of individuals and companies to demand freedom to seek advantage and profit, and to have access to the markets and resources of countries anywhere in the globe, in the pursuit of their right to profit.” Martin Khor, Third World Network, Malaysia

“Perhaps the single most important characteristic of transnational corporations (TNCs), and the key to their power and influence, is their ownership and control of knowledge, including the technology of production, as well as organizational systems, marketing systems, and financial systems.... For instance, nearly all of the world’s patents are held by the TNCs.”

Some TNCs generate more financial revenue than the entire GDP of some countries. In 1997, General Motors generated US$164 billion, while the GDP for Thailand was US$154 billion
.

The increasingly important global role played by corporations requires a corresponding level of regulation. Instead of WTO rules advocating for expanded control over areas previously controlled by governments, legally binding standards must be established governing the responsibilities of multinationals. This could be implemented through bodies such as the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). The United Nations Global Compact also sets out nine guidelines of voluntary corporate social responsibility.

Under the guise of free trade, corporations push for the weakening of labour and environmental laws. This leads to the creation of ‘sweatshops’ and environmental destruction on a global scale
. This is often referred to as a ‘race to the bottom’, where corporations choose to invest in countries where labour costs are lowest, and environmental laws weakest. Youth are most often the victims.

To increase the accountability and transparency of multinationals, regulations dealing with environmental protection, protection of workers’ living conditions and protection of social cohesion should be created. ‘Corporate responsibility’ should be central to the creation of an alternative form of globalisation. 

This would act to make corporations operate in a more responsible manner, often in relation to environmental, labour and human rights issues
. Closely related to ‘corporate responsibility’ is the issue of ‘corporate accountability’. In this sense, corporations would be made to operate in a more public and democratically accountable manner
. But in all of this, corporations must make an active commitment. 

“Our ancestral land was being used by mining companies. Foreign military intervention in our internal issues has caused more human rights violations and made prostitution rampant.” Michael Palawan, 23, Philippines
Additionally, due to the close relationship between corporations and governments, a restructuring of corporate responsibilities also requires challenging government policies. Some argue that while corporate executives have every right to participate in the political process as citizens, corporations themselves have no place in the democratic political process
. 

In order to decrease corporate dominance in the political process, bribery and corruption must be eliminated, tighter rules must be imposed on corporations’ lobbying operations and corporate welfare rights and exemptions must be removed
. 

"We demand a UN binding convention on corporate accountability to regulate the behavior of  transnational corporations and to promote transparency. We recommend the creation of an international court with jurisdiction over the activities of transnational corporations." Youth Major Group Statement on Governance, Globalization, Finance and Trade at the World Summit on Sustainable Development
C. Make Trade Fair

Oxfam International launched its Make Trade Fair campaign (www.maketradefair.com) in 2002. The campaign has arisen from Oxfam’s development work in over 80 countries. A major component of the development work is to improve the livelihoods of people who live in poverty, by supporting their efforts to improve the production and access of their produce to local, regional and international markets. The campaign aims for high level, broad and systemic change to rules currently governing global trade. 

Oxfam’s reasons for working on this trade campaign now are threefold. 

Firstly, the present trading system is indefensible. No civilized community should be willing to tolerate the extremes of prosperity and poverty generated by current trade practices. None of us should be willing to accept the injustice, indifference to suffering, and abuse of power sustaining these practices.

The second reason is enlightened self-interest. Not only is the present system indefensible; it is unsustainable. The economic forces driving globalisation create vast inequalities in wealth and opportunity, and these do not respect national borders. The instability they will generate threatens us all. In today’s globalised world, our lives and prosperity are more inextricably linked than ever before.

And finally, is Oxfam’s conviction that change is possible. The international trading system is not a force of Nature. It is a system of exchange, managed by rules and institutions reflecting political choices. Those choices can prioritise the interests of the weak and vulnerable, or they can prioritise the interests of the wealthy and powerful. 

Trade is reinforcing global poverty and inequality because the international trading system is managed to produce these outcomes. Concerted public campaigning can change this.

Oxfam International’s Make Trade Fair campaign is calling on governments, institutions and multinational companies to change the rules so that trade can become part of the solution to poverty–not part of the problem.

The rules are now up for negotiation. In the next few years the World Trade Organization will make global decisions, with huge impacts on the lives of millions of people–for better or for worse.

Public pressure is vital to ensure that a more fair set of rules – one that makes trade work for everyone – is agreed upon. If we can make the biggest noise in history, with voices from every part of the world, we can force changes in the rules of trade. 

You can join Oxfam International at www.maketradefair.com and make your voice heard.

The Make Trade Fair Campaign is calling for the following:

Ending the use of conditions attached to the IMF and World Bank programmes which force countries to open their markets regardless of the impact on

poor people.

Improving market access for poor countries and ending the cycle of subsidised agricultural over-production and export dumping by rich countries.

Creating of a new international commodities institution to promote diversification and end over supply, in order to raise prices so that farmers have a reasonable standard of living

Prohibiting rules that force governments to liberalise or privatise basic social services that are vital for poverty reduction.

Democratising the World Trade Organisation to giver poor people a stronger voice.

D. National control over development
National governments must be able to retain control over their country’s development, and not succumb to pressure allowing foreign investors free access to all areas of investment.

These controls include the right of national governments to set limits for local content in cultural areas, the right of governments to establish and enforce environmental standards, and the right of governments to seek agreements regarding the sharing of technological expertise, and the training of local workers. 

Some services such as health and education are in the domain of the common good. As such, they need to be assessed by criteria other than profit. Many recent examples of public services deregulation indicate the need for active government participation in maintaining services. Current WTO negotiations on the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), if agreed to by governments, will weaken national sovereignty.  Alternatives must include
:

· No WTO investment agreement which could remove the rights of governments to regulate foreign investment and give corporations the right to challenge public interest legislation (eg environmental regulation) and sue governments for damages.

· No WTO competition policy agreement which could lead to more commercialisation and privatisation of public services.

· No WTO government procurement agreement which could remove the right of government to use purchasing to assist in local development (that is, governments may be prevented from favouring local business when they purchase goods and services).

E. Local power and self-sufficiency

Many people believe the power of the individual is lost to the power of multinationals and the global economic system. Therefore, becoming self-sufficient acts as a means to reclaim some of the power yielded to global institutions. It is necessary to create new rules and structures that provide opportunities for countries to pursue this model.

The principal of ‘subsidiarity’ is one whereby decisions that can be undertaken at a local level, should be. Whatever power can reside at the local level should reside there
. In this sense, communities are taking matters into their own hands. 

Development of community gardens and kitchens, car co-ops and food buying clubs are some examples of promoting self-sufficiency at a community level. People can do many of these projects together to increase the quality of their lives, while making their community less vulnerable to the adverse impacts of globalisation
. 

F. Debt relief

Debt has crippled the world’s poor countries for decades. Debt is often used as a rallying point by corporations to convince governments they should make further cuts, and privatise
. In the developing world, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank have promoted structural adjustment as a tool to ensure countries meet their debt repayment schedules. Such plans have often exacerbated debt and poverty. 

A new form of globalisation must provide for the cancellation of debt. Jubilee 2000
 argues that this will allow countries to prioritise healthcare, education and environmental protection
. If indebted countries were freed from the cycle of debt repayments, they would be better able to serve the needs of their populations.

There have been initiatives (such as the Highly Indebted Poor Countries, or HIPC initiative) to reduce the debts of the poorest countries, to ensure poverty reduction is central to debt relief. However, relief needs to be deeper, faster, and more widely applied. Countries suffering widespread extreme poverty should not be spending more on debt servicing than on health and education.

According to Jubilee 2000 Coalition, 7million children die each year as a result of the debt crises
.

For more information on the importance of debt relief and methods for achieving it, see http://www.jubilee2000.uk.org 

G. Regulating the global casino

Every day, around US$1.5 trillion is traded on the financial markets. Speculators hope to profit from fluctuations in bonds, stocks, interest rates and currency values. The greatest profits come from unstable market environments, like that of the 1997 Asian crisis. Poor communities are the victims when capital is rapidly withdrawn. 

In Indonesia, those living below the poverty line doubled from 11% to 23%. The World Bank estimates that the real wages of agricultural workers fell by 40% between 1997–98. Six million children were withdrawn from schools when fees were introduced, following the economic crises.

Financial markets need regulation to ensure the East Asian crisis of 1997–98 is not repeated. Capital flows should be examined in terms of those related to real physical investment, and those related to purely speculative nature. The latter should be subject to various taxes and levies such as the Tobin Tax; a small tax on all finical transactions. 

Nobel Prize-winning US economist James Tobin first conceived the idea of the Tobin Tax, from the need for long-term sustainable development. The Tax would be applied on currency speculation in the global foreign exchange market, at a rate of between 0.1–0.25 percent.
Tobin believed a tax on speculation would operate as a disincentive, and work to stabilise the market and prevent financial crisis. Moreover, revenue raised by the Tobin Tax could create a fund for financing long-term development projects in poor countries, such as basic healthcare, education and infrastructure. It could generate up to US$300 billion annually. This would raise a substantial amount of money for development purposes, and reduce the finical instability caused by short-term speculative flows of capital. 

>>For more information www.attac.org

H. Youth Solutions to HIV/AIDS

Millions of young people are HIV/AIDS positive; and millions more don’t know how HIV/AIDS is contracted. UNAIDS’ Young People and HIV/AIDS Report
 outlines 10 steps countries should take as part of their prevention efforts:

1) End the silence, stigma and shame.

2) Provide young people with knowledge and information.

3) Equip young people with life-skills to turn knowledge into practice.

4) Provide youth-friendly services.

5) Promote voluntary and confidential HIV testing and counselling.

6) Work with young people, promote their participation.

7) Engage young people who are living with HIV/AIDS.

8) Create safe and supportive environments.

9) Reach out to the young most at risk.

10) Strengthen partnerships, monitor progress.

At the UN Special Session on HIV/AIDS, and reinforced at the UN Special Session on Children, two main goals were set:

· To reduce by 2005 HIV prevalence among young men and women aged 15–24 in the most affected countries by 25 percent, and 25 percent globally by 2010.

· By 2005, ensure that at least 90 percent, and by 2010 at least 95 percent of young men and women aged 15–24 have access to information, education (including peer education and youth-specific HIV education) and services necessary to develop the life-skills required to reduce vulnerability to HIV infection.

Norma Elvira Carias Montiel, 29, IYP Action Partner, Honduras

Norma works with the Rural Sector Coordinator of SPAH (Salud Preventiva para los y las Adolescentes de Honduras), on the Preventative Health Project for the Youth of Honduras. The organisation’s main objectives are to create awareness among young people about health issues related to high-risk behaviour, and provide information and services which contribute to leading healthier lifestyles. 

Norma trains young leaders to become trainers themselves in sexual and reproductive health–targeting, in particular, STD and HIV/AIDS prevention.
I. Sustainable Consumption
“It is your world… accept nothing less.” Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director, UNEP
Young people’s consumption patterns are a key driver of globalisation, production and pollution. Commercial campaigns, movies, music and much of today’s advertising are pushing young people to consume more. Young people can help to sustain the planet through changing patterns of consumption.

Sustainable consumption is about finding a balance between one’s rights as consumers, and our responsibilities as global citizens. For those young people for whom it is possible, it means choosing a lifestyle that limits the negative impacts on the environment, and respects the rights of all people to live and work in safe and healthy conditions. 

The proposed YouthXchange
 program is planned as a toolbox to help organise awareness-raising actions, to find partners and funding organisations, and to let people know enough to consume more responsibly. 

If business is to positively influence people's lives, it must be ethical in its treatment of people as consumers and employees, along with host communities and the environment
. Therefore, one way to positively affect the current form of globalisation is through ethical consumption.  Ethical consumption empowers the consumer to act in a way that decreases the power of unethical multinational corporations. 

"The question is: so what? Most people are content with the variety of consumer goods available to them in a largely capitalist society such as Canada–and while many are aware of the fact that many of the products we buy and consume are produced in third world countries, we have the luxury of turning our backs on the problems that we, in essence, have created.

"Obviously this prevailing attitude of ‘Oh, if it's not my problem I won't worry about it’ in Canada must be addressed!" Alex Yiu, 21, Canada
When the profits of a corporation are jeopardised, it is more likely to change its behaviour
. For that reason, consumers possess a great amount of power: they have the ability to determine a corporation’s profits. 

Individuals can influence the decisions of multinationals by choosing not to buy their products, informing them of this action and explaining the reasons behind it. In this way, consumers promote the values of workers’ rights, environmental sustainability and fair trade–and therefore, an alternative form of globalisation. 

Furthermore, support given to ethical and local companies prompts a shift from global to local, while making unethical multinational corporations accountable for their actions. 

Environmental justice and ‘consumer durables’ 

While economies of scale have created cheaper prices for some goods, in developed countries the price of consumer goods rarely, if ever, reflects their actual environmental cost to the global community. 

Costs to the consumer for ‘disposable’ goods such as paper napkins and plastic plates, tissues, disposable nappies, and women’s sanitary products do not incorporate the environmental impact of their manufacture, nor the increasing cost to our society for their disposal–including the waste created by unrelenting manufacturing processes. Through ethical consumption, industry is informed that consumers are not willing to pay for non-essential items contributing to environmental degradation.

Also threatening our environment is the concept of ‘built-in obsolescence’. This is a phrase used to reflect consumer goods, which are made to rapidly become useless, or obsolete. As manufacturers produce goods cheaply, using materials and processes not meant to last, these goods wear out or become ‘cheaper’ to replace than repair. Technologies such as mobile phones and computers are adding to this burden, as models become obsolete and are replaced by consumers every few years.

The cost of consumption to our environment is enormous. The waste produced requires a combination of incineration (or burning), creating more landfill, and shipping often-toxic waste for disposal in other–mainly poor–countries. 

Western culture’s patterns of consumption and ‘disposable’ society are literally destroying our global environment and ecosystems. While Western society continues to exhaust global resources and consume products we don’t really need, the global community pays a very high–and irreversible–price. Tania Andrusiak, 28, Australia
J. Education for all

Education for all means achieving universal primary education by 2015. Public sector investment, which increases the quality and coverage of basic education, is among the most fundamental requirements to achieve such a goal
. 

To make these investments, governments need an expanding revenue base. However, the globalisation process and policies driving it are eroding that base, creating a cycle of inequality and marginalisation
. In Chile, a planned reduction in import tariffs was shelved during 1997. The action was taken because it would have caused revenue losses estimated at US$420 million, thereby threatening public financing for basic services.

Under the current system of globalisation, market liberalisation, taxation changes and the emergence of a highly mobile global labour market (leading to a ‘brain drain’ or loss of skilled labour from the developing world) is undermining the provision and quality of education offered in such countries. 

Education for all is imperative to reducing inequality and achieving economic growth, poverty reduction, sustainable development and democracy
. Education for all opens new horizons, extends freedom, and creates opportunities
. It is also a basic human right. Progress towards universal primary education by 2015 is a Millenium Development Goal (as established by the United Nations) and should form the foundation of an alternative form of globalisation, which will work to benefit all. 

“Today, knowledge and skills now stand alone as the only source of comparative advantage
.” 
K. Indigenous Youth Solutions

Declaration of the International Indigenous Youth Conference (IIYC) 2002

We represent the Indigenous youth of the colonial borders of Australia, Fiji Islands, New Zealand, Solomon Islands, Bolivia, Ecuador, Panama, Canada, United States, Finland, Norway, Russia, Bangladesh, Burma, India, Indonesia, Thailand and Philippines. 

Globalisation has not led to greater democracy and recognition of Indigenous peoples’ rights and welfare. It has rather aggravated and institutionalised inequality, discrimination, oppression and exploitation. 

The Indigenous peoples continue to suffer from long-standing issues such as forcible dislocations, disintegration of their distinct socio-cultural identities, the breakdown of families and communities, commodification of cultures, the onslaught of developmental aggression, militarisation, religion, legislated poverty, racism and discrimination, consumerism, substance and sexual abuses and the inaccessibility of education and other social services.

The policies of neo-liberal capitalism have failed to contribute solutions to the above issues of Indigenous peoples worldwide. It further intensified the exploitation of natural resources through large-scale mining, dams, mega-tourism and similar environmentally destructive industries. These policies heightened dispossession of ancestral lands and resources and the theft of intellectual property rights. Globalisation has led to the increasing numbers of state instigated wars and violence against Indigenous peoples.

As Indigenous peoples and nations, we are at a critical point in our history to defend our right to self-determination, peoples and nations against the adverse effects of globalisation and to advance rights to ancestral domains.

Resolutions:

·    To firmly stand to assert our right to self-determination and to the full recognition of our inherent rights as Indigenous peoples;

· To fight mega-infrastructure projects that result in the economic, environmental, and physical displacement of our communities;

· To continuously advocate existing laws that uphold our collective human rights and to mobilise against laws and institutions which do not serve our needs or justice, such as the World Bank, IMF and WTO;

· To revive our culture, languages, spiritual values and traditional structures of governance;

· To affirm and uphold the rightful status of women as equal in society, family, the workplace and the movement for social transformation;

· To expose, oppose and condemn the Imperialist and US State-led wars of aggression, which target the world’s poor;

· To strengthen the solidarity of Indigenous Youth against all forms of colonisation, foreign, domestic hegemony and State repression;

· To unite with all the oppressed classes and sectors of the world and actively participate in international actions;

· To link with other socially progressive movements that work to fight globalisation;

· To establish concrete forms of organisational formation by building region-wide networks;

· To join all forms of struggle to end all forms of oppression, racism and discrimination against Indigenous Peoples;

· To call upon the United Nations and States of the world to recognise and adopt in full the Declaration of Indigenous Peoples Rights in its original text; and

· To assert the right of Indigenous Peoples to free, prior and informed consent over all issues concerning them. 

With these in mind, we are resolute in our determination to continue the historical struggle of our ancestors. 

Therefore, we call for the following actions:

( We shall form a solidarity network of the participants, organisations of this conference to strengthen our voice at all levels and to continue to exchange experiences of globalisation and resistance.

( We shall continue to raise awareness in our communities, movements and fellow Indigenous and non-Indigenous youth on what globalisation is, and its impact on Indigenous peoples in particular.

( We shall conduct activities to monitor and expose the activities of corporations within our communities. We shall seek ways to present the research and information into simple and effective forms for understanding the issues to generate resistance.

L.  Power of the Unions

"Globalisation is a reality. It can be a harsh reality.” Guy Ryder, International Confederation of Free Trade Unions

Globalisation is having a significant impact on the lives of workers, their families and communities. Young workers are among the most vulnerable. Trade unions attempt to defend and promote trade union rights and labour standards, as well as attempting to build an international framework for economic and social justice. The rights of workers are not granted, or given to workers, by governments or employers–they belong to all people by virtue of their humanity.

"Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and favourable conditions of works and to protection against unemployment … Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection of their interests." Article 23, Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Workers’ rights are often viewed as obstacles to the operation of the market, and dispensible in an economy that values profit. Conditions of young female workers at the coalface of globalisation are particularly tough–the informal sector, factories and Export Processing Zones (EPZs). Around 628 million young people aged 15-24 work. They make up 22% of the total global labour force. The International Labour Office (ILO) estimates that 60 million of the young, working-age population is unemployed.

Unions have recognised that they appear less relevant to a younger generation, and have started to ensure that youth are represented in their decision-making structures and priorities
. Unions support a rules-based system for world trade, but believe that if any country wishes to take part, it must be prepared to observe the universal, minimum core labour standards, as set out by the ILO
–including the right to organise and bargain collectively; the right to a minimum age of employment; the right to the prevention of forced labour and slave labour; and the right to equality and non-discrimination in the workplace.

Unions argue that where the rights to unionise are weak, exploitation flourishes. They therefore argue that to reshape globalisation, the following is required
:

· Strengthening of the ILO to further regulate workers’ rights;

· The establishment of a joint instrument between the ILO and WTO, to review the relationship between trade and social development;

· Reformation of the WTO to ensure it is transparent, democratic and accountable; and,

· For workers to join the debate.

M.  Sustainability 

Globalisation is only one possible form of internationalism, (a rather narrowly-focused one, based on economic principles of free trade). As the ultimate limits are ecological, more emphasis must be placed on sustainability and a more equitable use of resources. The role of young people in sustainability is outlined in Chapter 25 of Agenda 21 and Principle 21 of the Rio Declaration. 

All youth must have equal access to meaningful participation in local, regional and national forums to further the role of youth in formulating the policies that impact them and their communities. In particular, national and international governments and organisations must adequately support youth who have limited access to resources and infrastructure, especially people from developing and least-developed nations, and Indigenous Peoples.

How can a sustainable development for youth of today and tomorrow be achieved? The answer is complex, and no definitive answer can be given. However, different solutions should be examined, some of which have already been discussed. Here are some possible strategies, and factors required to improve sustainable development:

1. Mechanisms must be created for young people to participate in decision-making related to balancing environmental and development objectives; for example, the creation of youth environmental advisory councils in each country.

2. International institutions, national governments and multinational corporations must enable young people to participate more effectively, and must have youth-conscious policies. For example, ethical investment should be encouraged by the creation of a ‘Youth Index’ (an index which lists companies that implement youth-conscious polices that promote Sustainable Development).

3. National governments and multinational corporations must be environmentally responsible, irrespective of the state of their economy. 

"Sustainable development education plays a crucial role in preventing social, economic and environmental damage. This is why curricula must universally include environment and consumption patterns, health and reproductive health to combat the spread of HIV/AIDS among youth, good governance and human rights." Pelin Ayan, Secretariat of the Youth for Habitat International Network, Turkey,  presenting the Youth Major Group Statement on Youth Participation, Education and Employment at the WSSD in Johanesburg

International institutions must encourage countries to be environmentally responsible, irrespective of the fact that in so doing, it may restrict trade or privatisation of public assets. 
The Earth Charter Initiative was launched in 2000 and outlines some alternatives to the unsustainable development currently being practised. The mission of the Initiative is to establish a sound ethical foundation for the emerging global society, and to help build a sustainable world based on respect for Nature, universal human rights, economic justice and a culture of peace. 

Earth Charter is also involved with its International Youth Earth Charter Coalition (IYECC), a core-group of young people from different countries committed to the Earth Charter, who are active in bringing the Earth Charter to a large number of young people around the world. For more information on the Earth Charter Initiative, go to http://www.earthcharter.org/
Youth alternatives are also found at EarthYouth.net which is a one-stop entry-point for young people concerned about the need for sustainable development–from beginner to seasoned campaigner. Visit the site at at http:// www.earthyouth.net
N. Global Governance

One of the most important challenges for the next century will be the achievement of local, national and world governance, based on principles freely agreed to by those involved. In the face of globalisation’s challenges, global governance is an important  way to strengthen national capacities to realise social, educational, cultural and scientific development strategies.

“The current network of global institutions must evolve from the current system. We demand an efficient, cohesive system of global governance, which can fulfill a mandate for sustainable development.” Linabel Segovia-Sarlat, 24, IYP Action Partner, Mexico, presenting the Youth Major Group Statement on Governance, Globalization, Finance and Trade  at the World Summit on Sustainable Development
The globalisation process creates forms of integration, but also, forms of exclusion. While globalisation has created new opportunities of enrichment for significant sectors of society, it has negatively affected–or even completely marginalised–numerous other sectors. 

We need to ask how to best reinforce the capacity of national democracies to manage globalisation for the benefit of their citizens. If we are to bridge the gap between rich and poor, we do not need charity. We need to allow the marginalised to contribute to the way the world is run. Since present global structures do not allow this, we need to integrate a global democracy to allow the underprivileged to help shape global rules, to in turn help themselves. 

It has been argued that poverty is the result of an inequitable system of world governance. Local, or even self-sustaining programs will not solve poverty, as long as terms of trade and global political power is concentrated in a few hands. 

"In the process of globalization, more and more decisions are being taken at the international level (for example by the WTO, IMF and World Bank) having a strong impact on national policies without the installation any system of checks and balances. Governments and the United Nations must ensure full and comprehensive representation of civil society, youth organizations and developing nations in all global and multilateral decision-making forums." Paragraph 38, UN Dakar Youth Empowerment Strategy, 2001

For further information, see http://www.worldcitizen.org ,  http://www.cgg.ch and http://www.pik-potsdam.de/~biermann/

10 . Practical responses to globalisation

There are many practical ways in which an individual, regardless of where you are and what you do, can respond to the positive and negative impacts of globalisation. However, sometimes it is confusing to know where to start.

There is a spectrum of practical activities you can get involved in, ranging from reading a newspaper to coordinating a mass community campaign. This spectrum is differentiated not by the importance of the activity, but rather by the level of personal involvement. Organising community action is not more important than informing yourself of issues, but will require much more time, energy and commitment. 

“There are better ways of helping the [environment] than chaining yourself to a tree.” 

“I guess for many, the concept of activism can seem a little daunting. I know I have found it so. So let’s get one thing straight: activism comes in many forms. The fundamental thing behind the concept is your desire to help to make a difference in the world. That you want to be educated about global processes and want to become a part of them, and not simply accept that processes such as globalisation–as discussed here–operate independently of you. With that simple acknowledgment, you stand out from the crowd.

There is really no one way to go about being active: allow your passion guide you. A shy disposition may not endear you to the confrontation of an S11 protest, but may see you volunteering your time, writing letters, holding workshops, designing a website, sending emails, reading and researching, and campaigning. All you need is the will to make a difference and the knowledge that global forces are not beyond you. You don’t have to be chained to a tree to make an impact. 

Recognise that you are a cog in the wheel that needs you to function. Recognise that each action of awareness that you take helps to turn the wheel the other way”. Sophie Howlett, 24, Australia

Get to Action:

Things change! Young people have been crucial to some of the greatest moves towards social justice: the end of apartheid, the civil rights movement in America, the ban on landmines, and the demand for greater primary education. A better world is possible. With grassroots and local action, the increasing power of developing nations, strong regional and international networks, greater global consciousness of inequality, young people can–and do–play an active role in reshaping globalisation.

Here are eight ways to reshape globalisation. Make yourself heard by:

1. Informing yourself 

2. Informing others

3. Changing your behaviour 

4. Networking

5. Advocacy & Popular Campaigning 

6. Community action

7. Making it happen: fundraising

This section touches on many areas, but there’s much more to learn than what is listed here. Follow the web links, or find a local organisation that specialises in the area you’re interested in. 

(1) Informing yourself

Reading, researching and forming your own opinions

Make a point to follow world events and issues of contention in respected local newspapers and major international newspapers, such as The Guardian (http://www.guardian.co.uk/). Be mindful of the text that occurs between the lines, and remember that the way news is presented is largely influenced by various interest groups; political and economic. Reading between the lines will become easier, the more you know about the issues.

Be aware that good journalism does still exist; it’s just a rarity. Check out http://www.fair.org, http://www.indymedia.org, and http://www.oneworld.net, for reportage that seeks an alternative representation of current issues. But keep reading between the lines: don’t believe everything you read!

Follow up issues that grab your interest by researching them through your local library, or university. Of course, there will be local organisations or non-government organisations (NGOs) that will provide you with information. Do a search on the internet. As you are no doubt aware, the internet is a seemingly inexhaustible resource base.

http://www.ethicalconsumer.org, http://www.oxfam.org and http://www.twnside.org.sg/ offer information and comprehensive links to peace organisations, aid and development sites, feminist sites, ethical investment, animal welfare groups, and global corporation monitoring organisations. 

For a read about getting active in the face of economic, political and ecological issues, check out: Naomi Klein, No Logo; Kalle Lasn, Culture Jam: The Uncooling of America; Michael Moore, Stupid White Men; Thomas L. Friedman, The Lexus and the Olive Tree: Understanding Globalization; Jean-Bertrand Aristide, Eyes of the Heart: Seeking a Path for the Poor in the Age of Globalization; David Held, Anthony McGrew et al, Global transformations: politics, economics and culture; Jan Aart Scholte, Globalization: a critical introduction; William Greider, One world, ready or not: the manic logic of global capitalism; Dani Rodrik, Has globalization gone too far? Hans-Peter Martin and Harald Schumann, The global trap: globalization and the assault on prosperity and democracy; David C Korten, When corporations rule the world are just a few to get you started. 
“I have promised myself to be an advocate in increasing people's awareness on globalisation. It's so rapid, I'm taking this step to start making the difference.” Lawrence Aikee Esmeli, 16, Philippines

But  for some responding to globalisation is difficult, tiring and disempowering:

“Globalisation has taken my language, culture and lands most sacred to my people. In subtle and not-so-subtle ways, I feel the global machine of money and power. It has made me doubt the power I possess to fight against the tide of globalisation and oppression.” Corrine Sanchez, 23, First Nation, US

Subscribe to magazines such as Adbusters (http://www.adbusters.org), New Internationalist (http://www.newint.org), Z Magazine (http://www.zmag.org/) and so on, or ask your local library to get them in. These publications report on global inequities, and your subscription helps them maintain a high standard of information, which you can continue to use as a resource base. 

(2) Informing others

“The focus needs to be on ensuring that more and more people benefit from the opportunities globalisation brings us. We should equip and inform those who are advantaged to challenge the structural failures in the current forms of globalisation, and to take responsibility for their contribution to disadvantage and their capacity to make a difference.” Cameron Neil, 25, IYP Action Partner, Australia

a. Internet

The emergence and rapid spread of information technologies, including the internet, is indicative of the power of globalisation. Yet, the internet should not simply be viewed as a positive outcome of globalisation. It is an active tool that may be utilised to promote the importance of human rights, equality and sustainability. 

The power of the internet resides in its ability to allow young activists to expand networks, by identifying and communicating with like-minded people anywhere in the world. It also enables you to disseminate information widely, cheaply and instantaneously, and enhance grassroots organising and outreach efforts related to political campaigns and public policy issues
. 

The effectiveness of the internet as an organising tool was demonstrated by the November 1999 Seattle World Trade Organization (WTO) and the April 2000 International Monetary Fund /World Bank protests. 

Develop a website

Developing a website can strengthen your local group in a number of ways: providing the public with up-to-date information about your activities and ways people can assist your work; providing a virtual meeting room; acting as a bulletin board; displaying latest news and campaign developments, and acting as a library for old documents
. Here are some tips for creating your website.

Don't Let Technology Get in the Way: Make text easy to understand, and present your ideas clearly. Use small paragraphs, and make the pages fit on one screen.    

Accommodate Different Browsers: Fancy formatting that looks good in one web browser program may look terrible or unreadable in another web browser. The reason for this lies in the fundamental design of Hypertext Markup Language (HTML), the language used to create web pages. Because the browser program controls how the page is actually displayed, each browser has its own capabilities and definitions for interpreting HTML tags. So keep it simple!

Be Consistent: Develop rules for emphasised text, such as bold and italics, as well as the HTML emphasis and strong emphasis tags. Stick to those rules on every page. The same goes for heading levels. Heading levels organise the web page, much like outline levels organise a printed document. Like an outline, HTML heading levels should be used in order; a "Heading 2" comes below a "Heading 1" and above a "Heading 3". 

Avoid ‘Under Construction’ Signs: Instead, let visitors contact you through a "Mailto” link. HTML supports a special type of link to email, called a "Mailto" link. 

Sign Your Pages with an Address Section: HTML includes an <ADDRESS> tag, which allows you to sign and date a web page. The address section usually appears at the bottom of each page, and is typically displayed in italics. In the address, include your organisation’s contact information, and the date the page was last updated. 

For more information on designing websites, see http://www.netaction.org/training/part1.html
b) Email Activism

Email can be a powerful force for change. Listservers (a single email address that actually contains your list of email addresses) are a way to discuss issues, organise and share ideas and resources with groups of people. You can create your own, or join existing ones to keep up on the issues. Make sure you actively collect email addresses at events, and use your listserver to keep activists informed and enthused.

“Globalisation means turning the countries of the world into close localities.” Day Niyi-Idowu, 24, Nigeria

Alternatively, you can forward an email about an issue you have recently found out about, or one that is relevant to you, to friends, relatives and colleagues. Inform them of what you are now aware of, and let them know how the issue is relevant to them. Not only will this make them aware of it too, it will help to clarify your own knowledge. You can email politicians and decision-makers too, though they often respond better to letters and face-to-face contact.

Visit http://www.netaction.org/training/part2a.html for a comprehensive guide to using email and mailing lists for Advocacy, Outreach and Organising.

c) Visit a Politician 

It is often suggested that globalisation is a force so powerful its effects, impacts and processes are beyond the control of national governments and activists. Your country does have a role to play in globalisation. Remember that your government is probably a member of the WTO–that means they can argue for better conditions under WTO rules. 

If your country is an aid donor, they can provide assistance for equitable development programs in other countries. If your local politicians have control over logging licences, remember that as a citizen you probably have the right to know the conditions of the licence. 

Politics is not always easy, and the problems activists confront are many. These may range from concerns for one’s security and well-being to overcoming the disinterest of local and national leaders. Yet, perseverance, dedication to and conviction in one’s objective can–and often does–contribute to meaningful change. Remember, however, that your own personal safety and security should be your first priority.

Visiting a politician is important, as it reminds government members to make decisions with the public in mind, and draws their attention to the problems confronting the population. Politicians who are decision-makers in the globalisation process may be part of regional bodies, such as the European Union (EU). Often, opposition politicians (those not in government) can be great allies for your cause.

Before the visit

Know your issue: Learn the facts and figures, and any counter arguments. 
Know the politician: Find out their name, party, electorate and personal factors relevant to the issue.
Know your objectives: Have a clear idea what you want them to do (eg. give a speech, lobby colleagues or government, start a parliamentary debate and so on).
Bring others with you: Find someone who is from another interest group, has personal experience of the issue, or is from the electorate. This may also make you feel more secure and safe in what can sometimes be a confronting environment.
Plan your materials: Make them look professional, like you know what you and the issue you are presenting are about (which you will, because you are passionate about it).
Plan your talk: Make sure you all come to understand and agree on the plan, allow about one-third of the time to talk about what you want the politician to do.
During the visit

Be neat and presentable and early: Show respect for professional attitude. 
At the beginning: Thank the politician, and confirm how much time you have.

Be confident: Politicians often know a little bit about a lot.

Don’t get sidetracked: Remember your outline and objectives, and politely bring it back on track. 

Be polite and empathetic: Show that you understand their position.

Thank them: Even if you don’t get a positive response, thank them.

After the visit

Debrief: Talk to the delegation, and discuss what worked and what didn’t.

Follow-up: Make sure both you and the politician honour any promises. Thanking your politician for their time also allows you to establish a good relationship with them. If a politician agrees with your position, you can ask them to endorse you or your organisation, or support you in the future.

Organise another meeting with a politician: It can only get easier. Remind them of the democratic process they are involved in. It seems they need it. 

d) Hold a Workshop or a Community Meeting

Reshaping globalisation is also about face-to-face communication at a grassroots level. While the problem may not manifest itself as ‘globalisation’, your workshop may be about responding to the privatisation of education, access to HIV/AIDS medicines, or the cultural impacts of a multinational in your community.

Organising a workshop is an excellent way to draw together the energy and ideas of people interested in the issues you’re campaigning. A community meeting may be less focused, but the results may be even greater. In the space of a workshop, ideas can be brainstormed, swapped, elaborated upon and honed. It’s also an excellent space in which people can be informed, and decide if there is need for further action. Below are some tips for holding a workshop.
Preparation is vital: It may not feel as though you should have to prepare. The format may be loose, but the thinking must be very tight. Make sure the structure of the workshop is well-prepared in advance.

Think it through stage by stage: Look at the workshop from start to finish. Think about how you'll break the ice, get people involved, build momentum and sustain it. Think about the journey the participants will have to go on, before the event will be a success.

Be prepared for energy drops and silence: It can be a horrible feeling if the workshop is quiet. It happens to everyone. Be ready – anticipate this situation and have a stock of ideas, anecdotes and techniques on hand.

You are the leader: If you're running the workshop, the participants will have a lot of time to look at you. Try to sound interesting, and don’t be repetitive or a know-it-all. Be yourself. If it is a community meeting, you will probably not need to lead the meeting as the format will be less formal.

Make it interactive: Use graphics, games, overheads and whiteboards to break the momentum of discussion, or to lead into new topics. Keep it interesting and you’ll get more out of the workshop.

Understand why they're there: What is the issue that people are concerned about? For some people, it will be a genuine learning experience. Others will be there because their friends told them to go. All of this will have an impact on the workshop.

Remember retention: They won't remember everything, so think about what your key message will be. The standard format is to say what you're going to say, say it and say what you've said. It's a bit of a tired format, but it works.

Be entertaining: People are likely to learn when they are relaxed, and humour can go a long way to helping that happen. That's not a plea to get you to crack jokes. Just keep it fun. 

Think outcome: Try to get the participants to build a bridge between what they’re learning and their everyday lives. Encourage them to talk about the difficulties of making that real. The more you connect with their reality, the more effective the workshop will be.

Relinquish control: It's not a one-person show. Hand over the reins during the day and allow participants to take control over the direction of the event. 

e) Use the media

The media play an important role in globalisation. Multinational media corporations have audiences in the tens of millions. It can be effective to use local and global media in your campaigning. Remember also that alternative media outlets exist. Below are some tips for using the media.

· Develop and maintain a press list (consisting of the reporter’s name, title, address, phone number, email address, fax numbers and deadlines). Include wire services, local and regional newspapers, TV stations, magazines and special interest publications.

· Develop a relationship with the press, and see where their interests lie.

· Read reported stories, give them feedback and give them story ideas.

· Return reporters’ calls as soon as possible.

· Use all the ‘free’ resources the media offers, such as Calendar Column, Letters to the Editor and Public Service Announcements. 

(i) Letters to the Editor

Letters to the Editor represent your opinion in the local newspaper, and can be a counter-argument for articles you disagree with. For example, if there is an article outlining how free trade has benefited poor communities in your country, you may wish to explain how it has impacted on young workers in factories. 

This is an effective way of informing others, as it will reach a large audience including elected officials, and other decision-makers. Remember that there are a lot of assumptions made about the impacts and processes of globalisation. Letters to the Editor gives you the opportunity to challenge those assumptions.

When writing a Letter to the Editor, be direct, address a specific article, editorial or letter that recently appeared in the paper, or a recent event. Support your facts with documentation, and avoid attacking the reporter or the newspaper. It is also helpful to familiarise yourself with the editorial position of the paper. Know your audience, and check and adhere to the newspaper’s letter specifications. 

(ii) Radio

In recent years, the internet has been the booming form of communication. Still, it can only be utilised by those with access to computers. This rules out much of the developing world. So the internet is relatively restrictive as a global form of communication and information.

In contrast, radio has true global access to poor countries and can act as a mechanism for social change. 

In Mexico, in 1965, the station Radio Huayacotla started broadcasting. This was the first radio school of Mexico, and aimed to provide basic education to zones of difficult access. Radio Huayacotla has helped revitalise the local culture by spreading the news of struggles and achievements throughout the area. It also helped weaken the position of commercial and government media. 

From its original objectives of supporting literacy programs, the station has evolved. It is now a supporting medium of local communities in their struggle against the stripping of their natural resources, and an often-oppressive environment.

(iii) Alternative Media

Often, an alternate angle is needed when reporting on issues connected to globalisation. There are a number of alternative sources of information and types of journalism. http://www.indymedia.org is a collective of independent media organisations and journalists offering grassroots, non-corporate coverage of events and issues. Indymedia is a democratic media outlet ‘for the creation of radical, accurate, and passionate tellings of truth’. 

There are also youth reporting groups, such as the Global Youth Reporters Programme (http://www.iucn.org/info_and_news/gyrp/). With an international contingent of youth reporters (aged 18–26), it broadcasts a youth perspective on issues. The Group’s reporters also write and report on issues arising from events such as the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg, with a special emphasis on youth angles. 

The aim of Global Youth Reporters is to provide fresh angles and mobilise young people to involve themselves in sustainable development issues. Now in its third year, the network has undergone development through professional training courses and reporting operations at other international conferences.

(iv) Press releases

A press release is a full, yet brief, account of your story or event. It usually consists of one or two pages that should be written as a news article.

Remember that you require a lead (introduction) that grabs the Editor’s attention. The body of your press release should present more detailed information, and you may wish to add quotations, facts and general information. Add a photograph to add attention, and follow up with a phone call or personal visit. It may increase their interest in the story. Remember to include your contact details on the press release.

(v) Public Service Announcements

Public Service Announcements (PSAs) are brief messages that radio and TV stations air free-of-charge, on behalf of community organisations. Contact local public service directors at the television and radio stations serving your area, for the exact requirements of placing a PSA.

PSAs are designed to be heard, so they should be catchy and grab the attention of the audience. Make sure you inform listeners and viewers of how to contact your organisation, and answer questions of ‘who, what, why, when, where, and how?’. Send a thank-you letter to the public service director or others that helped you or your organisation. 

For more on media use, see Just Add Consciousness: A Guide to Social Activism created by Oxfam America (http://www.oxfamamerica.org), Campus Outreach Opportunity League (COOL) (http://www.COOL2SERVE.org), and Bread for the World (http://www.bread.org/). 

F. Creative Action 

Creative action can be a great way to get attention and help educate others about an issue. When using this method, consider focusing your creative action on a specific target and message, research history to learn more about direct action techniques, and remember that creative actions do not have to be theatrical–you may use a banner, billboard, artwork, T-shirts or anything visual. Here’s an example.

100 Chairs: To demonstrate the growing wealth inequalities in your country, region or community, line up 100 chairs in a highly public or visible area. A few people should spread out on many chairs to represent the wealthy, while the remaining majority should have to fit onto a small number of chairs to represent poor communities. 
For example, 10 people spread out over 70 chairs, while 90 people have to fit on the remaining 30 chairs. This will show that 10 percent of the population has 70 percent of the wealth, while all the rest have only 30 percent of the wealth. You can alter this using 10 chairs and 10 people, or use this concept to demonstrate other statistics
. 

(3) Changing your behaviour

So how does what you learn then become a way of life? How do you take your ideas further?

a) Volunteer your time

Research an organisation you would like to work with, and approach them about volunteering some of your time. More often than not, organisations are more than happy to take you on board. It’s a mutual exchange: you’re donating your time and skills to a worthy cause, while gaining worthwhile work experience in the process. 

The internet, local community centres and other young people are good places to start your search. 

b) Being a consumer

As young people, we possess a huge amount of cultural and purchasing power. We also form one of the most rapidly expanding sectors of the economic market. Therefore, by keeping yourself informed, you have the power to boycott products and companies whose ethics are lacking. 

An organisation or group of individuals, asking consumers not to buy a specific product or the products of a specific company, in order to exert commercial pressure, is normally called a boycott. Its aim is to get the company to change its behaviour–to cease an activity or adopt a more ethical practice. Boycotts, however, must be treated cautiously because they sometimes impact negatively on workers you may be trying to help. A good way to stay informed is to check out http://www.ethicalconsumer.org. This site poses alternatives to many major brand names. 

You can effect change by refusing to purchase products of companies that engage in unethical trade and business. By unethical, we mean such things as using sweatshop and/or child labour, and those that test their products on animals. Some unethical companies operate their business to the detriment of the environment, while others take advantage of lesser-developed countries. 

An example of unethical behavior is Nestlé’s leading role in promoting and encouraging artificial infant feeding around the world. This corporation may be placing profits before infant welfare, as globally, 1.5 million infants die every year because they are not breastfed
. Another example is Nike’s treatment of its factory workers in East Asia
. For more information on Nike and its practices, see  http://www.caa.org.au/campaigns/nike/index.html 

c) Ethical Investment

They say that ‘money makes the world go round’. So if we want the world to go in a different direction, we need to ensure money is invested ethically and responsibly. If you have a bank account, have you ever stopped to wonder what happens to the money while it is at the bank?? 

All over the world, people hold their savings with financial institutions that use the pooled capital to finance a range of ethically questionable activities. These range from the production and sale of tobacco, alcohol and gambling to investments in firms associated with environmental degradation, deforestation, the production of arms and exploitation of workers in developing nations. 

Ethical investment is about intentionally choosing avenues of investment in line with your values
. 

“In a very real sense, we cast a vote every time we spend or invest a dollar. Each financial decision is in effect a process of voting for one product over another, and implicit in that product are a range of environmental and social factors. 

We can choose to vote for companies that respect the natural environment and their various stakeholders (customers, suppliers, employees, shareholders), or that adopt unsustainable and exploitative practices. In a very real sense, we as consumers and investors have a chance to buy the kind of world we want by sending important messages to companies about our preferences. 

Whilst we may feel impotent in the face of multinational corporate power, at the end of the day these behemoths are very sensitive to even minor changes in demand for their products.” Trevor Thomas, Ethinvest Pty Ltd www.ethinvest.com.au
Encourage people you know to invest their money ethically, to ensure that their money reflects their principles and supports globally-aware enterprise as it grows.

For more information, see http://www.ethinvest.com.au, http://www.austethical.com.au, http://www.eid.org.au, http://www.ecoforest.com.au, http://www.ethicalconsumer.org, http://www.corpwatch.org/ andhttp://www.unesco.org/education/tlsf/theme_b/mod09/uncom09bod.htm
Be aware that people can be sensitive about their lives and decisions. While it is vital and worthwhile to inform family members and friends about the current global inequities, be receptive to their individual situations. Trying to enforce sudden and widespread change can result in a less-than-desirable outcome. Encourage them, and nurture them. Be gentle, but persistent.

d) Vegetarianism
Choosing not to eat meat may be something that is appropriate to you or your community. For many young people, eating meat is part of a cultural heritage. However, for other young people, choosing not to eat meat is a political, ethical or environmental decision. 

People who are vegetarians for political, ethical and environmental reasons feel that by eating meat products, you may be contributing to mass farming and unsustainable agribusiness farming techniques. In many countries, this damages the land by clearing forest for cattle; in some situations exacerbating poverty and environmental degradation. 

Others consider the inequities in the distribution of grain and feed: Why are we feeding animals in order to feed to a comparatively small number of people, when we could be alleviating starvation and poverty? How can we feed animals if we can’t arrange food for malnourished people? 

Grazing cattle is a very resource-intensive activity. The amount of feed and water used to sustain large numbers of farm animals could be much better used within communities. 

Adjusting your consumption can encourage these agribusinesses to consider more sustainable farming methods. Even cutting down the amount of meat you consume can help. Many young people, who can afford to, are choosing to eat organic products. 

“I'm continually bombed with fashion ads, McDonald's sales and all the rest. But since I have my own power to think, I have started to inform myself differently and (I’m) searching new forms of business and culture, as well as new ways to spread the word with my peers on the worst effects of globalisation.” Selene Biffi, 23, Italy
(e) Shopping and working towards self-sufficiency

People in Western nations have become accustomed to producing little or no food for themselves, instead buying all groceries from the mall or supermarket. What impact does that have on our living habits and buying patterns?  

We buy more than we need: Retailers thoroughly understand impulse buying and attractive package design. Even the layout of a store can tempt us to spend. Ever wondered why chocolate bars sit right next to the checkout? Because we’re more likely to buy them there. Shopping this way costs a lot. Aim to use items you already have at home. Be resourceful and get creative!

We consume large amounts of packaging: There are usually two or three–sometimes more–layers of packaging on supermarket products. This mostly ends up lying useless in landfill. Packaging consumes vast amounts of resources, for usually very little benefit, and can account for around 10 percent of an item’s cost. Where possible, buy in bulk from food co-ops or markets and bring your own containers to fill. This dramatically reduces the amount of waste we generate.

Our purchases support unhealthy habits: Do we really need nine different aerosols or chemical concoctions to clean our homes? We accumulate some nasty chemicals under the kitchen sink and in the laundry, and then use them to clean our own homes and clothes. It is a concern that the inside of our houses are sometimes more heavily polluted than the streets outside. 

For our own health and safety, the health of our planet and the safety of children, we need to rethink the way we consume cleaning products. Most home cleaning can be done with simple, cheap, environmentally friendly and non-toxic products like vinegar, bicarbonate soda, salt and lemon juice. 

We buy unseasonal produce: Strawberries taste lovely, but are they worth the effort of transporting halfway across the globe just to be eaten mid-winter? Growing produce for unseasonal consumption contributes to environmentally and socially degrading practices, and is usually not worth the extra money we pay. Become aware of what produce grows at which time of year, and adjust your meals to suit.

Become more self-sufficient by growing at least some organic food. If you have no space, join or create a community garden. For some young people, this is an everyday reality. For others, it is one of the most radical things you can do!

For more information on self-sufficiency and environmentally sustainable consumption practices, see http://www.greenpeace.org.au/actnow/house.html
In the 1970s, Australians David Holmgren and Bill Mollison instituted a concept for designing sustainable human settlements, calling it ‘permaculture’. Permaculture advocates a practical, philosophical approach to working with natural resources, and the simple principles apply to urban design, social policy, architecture, renewable energy and living in general.

Around the world, permaculture and its principles are being taught in schools and adopted by many countries. For more information on permaculture, see http://www.permacultureactivist.net/, http://www.permaearth.org/ and http://www.permaculture.net/
(4) Networking

Youth networks are very productive forms of campaigning. The dynamism, enthusiasm and flexibility of youth allow both individuals and organisations to successfully co-ordinate joint actions for social change, and exchange information and services. Recent advances in communications and information technology have also assisted in the formation of such networks by allowing youth to interact rapidly on a global scale. 

“Globalisation is a construction of colonization. I have been affected by racism, land displacement, alcoholism, identity and cultural loss. Because I am in Canada, I have been both privileged and victimised by globalisation. Globalisation has further marginalised Indigenous people, but also through our struggles we have started to come together in solidarity.” Tania Willard, 25, Canada
Movements of different societal groups such as women, workers and youth have been important in the recent response to globalisation. Attention focused on these movements is growing, as their mass character and international coordination increases. Their role combines the forces of protest and social change. 

The World Social Forum
 in Porto Allegre is an important meeting point for social movements. The World Social Forum (WSF) emerged as a counterpoint to the World Economic Forum, the annual gathering of the global corporate community in Davos, Switzerland. The WSF is a yearly event, which is an open forum for the formulation of proposals and interlinking of action, by groups and movements of civil society opposed to neo-liberalism. Its motto is "another world is possible”.

a) Join a network

There are far too many local youth organisations and networks to list here. There are also many international or regional networks that you may be interested in joining. Along with International Youth Parliament (http://iyp.oxfam.org), examples of successful international youth networks include:

African Youth Parliament – www.ayparliament.org

Asian Youth Forum –www.asianyouthforum.org/

European Youth Forum –www.youthforum.org 

Earthyouth.net – www.earthyouth.net

Global Youth Action Network –www.youthlink.org

IYOCO – International Youth Cooperation –www.iyoco.org

Hague Appeal for Peace - www.haguepeace.org/ , http://sajo.itu.int/hapyouth/
International Young Professionals Foundation –www.iypf.org/

Pacific Youth Environment Network - www.lamecamel.com/pyen/

Peace Child International –www.peacechild.org 

Taking it Global –www.takingitglobal.org 

The Hague International Model United Nations –www.thimun.org 

United Nations of Youth - www.unoy.org

United Nations Youth Unit  - www.un.org/youth
UNESCO Youth Unit - www.unesco.org/youth

Voices of Youth – www.unicef.org/voy/ 

World Assembly of Youth – www.worldassemblyofyouth.org 

Youth Against Racism – www.ednet.ns.ca/educ/schoolpages/yar/toc.html 

Youth Agenda 2002 – http://www.youth2002jeunesse.unac.org/youth_e/index.htm
Youth Employment Summit – www.youthemploymentsummit.org

“The different moral values that come from other countries have affected the way I grew up; instead of old-fashioned and conservative, I would say more liberal and independent. I can communicate with people all around the world, understand different cultures, be more tolerant, but at the same time, more aware that all social problems are the same in all the countries.” Fiorella Melzi, 24, Peru

There are bound to be hundreds of local youth networks you can contact. If you still can’t find one that suits, start your own!

B. Starting and organising your own network

Who makes up a network?

Everyone in your life is part of your network, and it's probably bigger than you think. They can all help you and you can help them. You should learn what you can about each individual. Acknowledge their skills, experiences, talents and needs. 

Family, friends, neighbours, professionals in your field, suppliers, clients, co-workers, club or association members, volunteer groups and acquaintances may all help you in forming a strong network. But remember, coordination, cooperation, communication and your ability to appreciate and utilise diversity are imperative to the formation of a successful network.

Roles and responsibilities in the network: Define if specific roles need to be filled. For example, you may need a facilitator or a coordinator. Identify people both willing and able to take on roles, and make them known to the rest of the network. 

The facilitator may combine all tasks of summarisation, introducing discussion documents, checking that questions are being answered, prompting people to contribute, clarifying and translating. Some of these roles, however, may be delegated to others.

Decision-making processes: It is necessary to look for democratic (yet workable) mechanisms for the operation of networks. Decentralisation is a key issue in the operation; otherwise, a coordinating office would need human and economic resources. 

Communication: For many the most important means of communication for networks these days is the internet and/or email. However, internet access is not universal, and alternatives to this form of communication must be identified and employed. The creation of youth focal points for young social activists has been an idea widely discussed (this entails a group with a computer open to young people in a rural area, who are working for social change projects). 

In that area, don’t forget that it can be easier for people to express themselves when they know whom they are addressing. So make it clear to all who the participants of the list are. Also, identify people who do not have access to computers and would still like to participate in the list. They can be kept in close contact by fax and mail. 

How a Network operates

Planning: Develop a SMART objective (Specific, Measurable, Action-oriented, Realistic, Time-bound) and strategies to meet your objective. 

Research: Research various networking groups and associations to find out which ones will work for you. Take interest in the news, current events, and local developments. 

Self-Promotion: Promote yourself effectively. Understand your features and benefits, and learn to maximise them.

Communication: Communicate effectively. Use powerful language that you are comfortable using. Don't forget the other side of communicating: listening. 

Think Creatively: Solve problems and be innovative. Rarely does an answer present itself in black and white. You have to assemble it, create it, and think it through. 

Follow Through: Follow through on your commitments, both to yourself and others. 

Record Keeping: Take full and accurate notes. Otherwise, you will never remember what you've committed to do. Keep lists, schedules, and cross-referenced files. 

Organisation: Organise yourself: your thoughts, your notes, your files, and your time. This takes time in the short run, but will save you tenfold in the long run.

Teamwork: Work hard for others, and the rewards will come back to you ten times over. This also means respect all opinions, and treat everyone as equals. Steven Wawrzonek, 24, Australia

(5) Advocacy and Popular Campaigning

To influence globalisation, we need to be working at global, national and local levels. We must identify the key decision-makers and know how their decisions affect us. We must also know what we want to achieve, and how we’re going to fulfill our objectives. In this sense, advocacy involves speaking, acting, and/or writing to promote and defend the rights, needs and interests of people. 

a) Popular and Online Campaigning

Campaigning is a good way of expressing your opposition. This is because it focuses on informing the broader population, and allows us to utilise the media and other forms of communication to represent our position. It also encourages people to reflect upon the information they’re consuming on a daily basis. 

An example of this is culture jamming (see Adbusters; http://www.adbusters.org), as it offers counter-information to all the information we receive every day. Campaigning can offer a means to subvert mass communication via a live network of people, groups and databases. 

The format of the campaign is appropriate for harnessing interest in an issue, irrespective of geographical boundaries. A campaign can be organised online, with the creation of a website as the place of activity. For instance, check out http://www.maketradefair.org, http://www.cleanclothes.org, and http://www.agp.org as examples of online campaigning. 

The campaign can be planned long in advance, such that interest registered in the campaign can be harnessed into actual events, such as G8 demonstrations as at http://www.protest.net, for example. 

"My home country, Nigeria, for example has benefited with the recent acquittal of Safiyah, an Islamic lady of Hausa origin who had been condemned to die by a Sharia court (recently adopted by some northern states in 2000) for adultery." Akinsanmi Titilayo Olujumoke, 21, Nigeria
b) Advocating on behalf of others

Sometimes the issue is not about you, or your community. It is about others. Speaking out for the interests and rights of others, and not just your own interests, can be challenging.

· Remain loyal. (Don’t be co-opted by powerful agents such as governments and service providers.)

· Be prepared, if necessary, to put your reputation on the line.

· Act with as much strength and vigour as possible (to balance the strength of the opposition).

· Avoid conflicts of interest with other parties (so that you are clear about the people upon whose behalf you are acting). 

The advocate’s aim is to develop advocacy skills through empowerment of all people with whom he or she is working. The aim is to promote ‘self-advocacy’ rather than the entire community becoming dependent on ‘professionals’ or ‘experts’. 

Useful points for developing an advocacy strategy on behalf of your community or group. 

One of the most common confusions in the development of advocacy strategy is the difference between ‘strategy’ and ‘tactics’. Tactics are specific actions: circulating petitions, writing letters, and staging a protest–the building blocks of advocacy. Strategy is something larger, an overall map that guides the use of these tools toward clear goals. Strategy is a hard-nosed assessment of where you are, where you want to go, and how you can get there. At its heart, effective strategy is rooted in nine key questions. According to Jim Schulz from the Democracy Centre
, these are: 

* Looking Outward

Objectives: What do you want?

Any advocacy effort must begin with a sense of its goals. Among these goals, some distinctions are important. What are the long-term goals and what are the short-term goals? What are the content goals (eg. policy change) and the process goals (eg. building community among participants)? These goals need to be defined at the start, in a way that can launch an effort, draw people to it, and sustain it over time. 

Audiences: Who can give it to you?

Who are the people and institutions you need to move? This includes those who have the actual formal authority to deliver the goods (eg. legislators, WTO). It also includes those with the capacity to influence those with formal authority (eg. the media and key constituencies, both allied and opposed). In both cases, an effective advocacy effort requires a clear sense of who these audiences are, and what access or pressure points are available to move them. 

Message: What do they need to hear?

Reaching these different audiences requires crafting and framing a persuasive set of messages. Although these messages must always be rooted in the same basic truth, they also need to be tailored differently to different audiences, depending on what they are ready to hear. In most cases, advocacy messages will have two basic components: an appeal to what is right, and an appeal to the audience's self-interest. 

Messengers: Who do they need to hear it from?

The same message has a very different impact, depending on who communicates it. Who are the most credible messengers for different audiences? In some cases, these messengers are ‘experts’, whose credibility is largely technical. In other cases, we need to engage the ‘authentic voices’, who can speak from personal experience. What do we need to do to equip these messengers, both in terms of information and to increase their comfort level as advocates? 

Delivery: How can we get them to hear it?

There is a wide variety of ways to deliver an advocacy message. These range from the gentle (eg. lobbying) to the in-your-face (eg. direct action). Which means is most effective varies from situation to situation. The key is to evaluate them and apply them appropriately, weaving them together in a winning mix. 

* Looking Inward

Resources: What have we got?

An effective advocacy effort takes careful stock of the advocacy resources already there to be built on. This includes past advocacy work that is related, alliances already in place, staff and other people's capacity, information and political intelligence. In short, you don't start from scratch, you start from building on what you've got. 

Gaps: What do we need to develop?

After taking stock of the advocacy resources you have, the next step is to identify the advocacy resources you need that aren't there yet. This means looking at alliances that need to be built, and capacities such as outreach, media, and research–which are crucial to any effort. 

First Efforts: How do we begin?

What would be an effective way to begin to move the strategy forward? What are some potential short-term goals or projects that would bring the right people together, symbolise the larger work ahead and create something achievable that lays the groundwork for the next step? 

Evaluation: How do we tell if it's working?

As with any long journey, the course needs to be checked along the way. Strategy needs to be evaluated, revisiting each of the questions above (eg. are we aiming at the right audiences, are we reaching them?). It’s important to be able to make mid-course corrections, and to discard those elements of a strategy that don't work once they’re actually put into practise.

c) Lobbying Corporations

“Each of us has the ability to reclaim the power yielded to corporations and to consider issues such as ethics, equity, equality, empowerment, education and ecology”
.  
One outcome of globalisation is the increasing role corporations are playing in our world. These corporations, operating at a global level, transcend national boundaries and wield a tremendous amount of cultural, political and economic power. For example, just 500 corporations account for two-thirds of international trade. While of the world’s largest 100 economies, 50 are transnational corporations (TNCs)
.

The power of these corporations means that global citizens must work to ensure they remain accountable and transparent. This can be achieved through advocacy and lobbying for effective social change. Corporations also have the power to foster change, as they’re generally very well-organised and have an ability to engage with and be listened to by governments
.
(i) How Corporations Operate

Globalisation naturally operates to promote competitive behaviour among corporations. This ethos has exacerbated the problems of environmental degradation and social inequality. But lobbying can help to change this. 

In recent years, business leaders who once ignored the demands of activists are now seeing a ‘green’ or sustainable corporate reputation as a competitive advantage. Companies such as BP and Proctor & Gamble are presenting themselves as corporations that adhere to principles of sustainable development. This has come about because the public have demanded change. 

It is also a realisation from many larger corporations that 'green' business is profitable. But corporations have to move much faster and further towards sustainability. So, becoming informed on issues, raising public awareness and lobbying corporations (and keeping them to their word) can achieve effective social change.

The World Economic Forum [(WEF), http://weforum.org] is a private sector foundation that operates conferences for business and political leaders to discuss issues of importance. It is an important global forum to influence some of the key business leaders.

(ii) How to Influence Corporations

Purchasing Power

The ultimate way for consumers to effect change is to stop buying the products of various unethical corporations. Small community boycotts and international boycotts are both possible. However as noted, boycotts should be implemented with caution and consultation with those who will be impacted (such as workers).

The Rainforest Action Network (RAN) has achieved the objective of its long-term boycott. The two main corporations, Mitsubishi Motors and Mitsubishi Electric, have signed an agreement with RAN, committing themselves to making important changes to their wood and paper-purchasing policies. At the same time, the corporations have dedicated themselves to a program of environmental management
.           

The internet and the media

The reputation of a corporation is particularly vulnerable to bad publicity. Through the internet, we can expose corporations’ unethical practices to the entire globe. You might also like to ‘go public’ by taking your message to the media and/or the streets.

‘Big business can no longer rely on time, media or geography to hide its activities around the globe
.’ 

Direct lobbying 

You could also organise to meet with corporate executives, in order to relay your message. Your message and objective should be clear, and try and establish relationships and connections within the corporation. 

It may also be useful to present your demands in terms of a cost-benefit equation. Try to persuade the executives that benefits to the corporation of such changes will far outweigh the costs. Your ability to negotiate without compromising your position is also crucial
.

Develop Or Support Local Community Alternatives

By maintaining economic control in your community, you have a greater ability to maintain control over its ethical base. The New Internationalist, in November 1997, published an informative guide to local alternatives in a global economy.

Ideas include: 

Shop locally. A local shop can create one job for every $80,000 worth of turnover; a supermarket, one for every $400,000. 

Plug the leaks. Successful local economic renewal has concentrated on doing just a few things well. 

Learn from elsewhere. Enjoy it as you go. In Oregon, US, local residents set up a non-profit 'buy local' marketplace that matches local business buyers and suppliers. 

Take control. There is no substitute for communities organising to take control. People are the best experts on their own need
. 

Be practical. Become self-reliant and work towards effecting change that is relevant to you, and your local community. 

d) Making Submissions

Submissions are written documents that outline your position on a given issue. Submission writing skills are relevant to both fundraising and lobbying. Your submission may be as long as you wish. Yet, it is often best to keep the submission catchy, succinct, relevant and easy to understand. The time constraints on people reading your submission should also be kept in mind.

Your submission may include an introduction and summary of what you are going to cover, the key issues, the important facts, why the audience you have chosen should be interested, and what you recommend, including suggestions of viable solutions to the problem, what you need done, and who your supporters are.

To write your submission, you will require recent and accurate information. This involves research from sources including interviews with people involved, your local library for maps, magazines, reports and books, Parliament House for copies of recent legislation and other reports and submissions on the topic, government departments, and media resources, including newspapers, radio, TV and the internet
. Alternatively, it may be as simple as your own opinion.

Keep detailed documentation of all the information you obtained and used. You should also cite all the sources used in your submission, in order to avoid plagiarism and provide the reader with useful links to further information. 

Presentation is important to the overall impact of your submission. Smart presentation will undoubtedly benefit the way in which your submission is received. Try to ask friends with artistic skills or desktop designers for their help, or to volunteer their services. 

e) How to be effective at International Meetings

International meetings such as the World Summit on Sustainable Development or the World Conference Against Racism, are held with the aim of reaching an agreement on how to solve a specific problem or address a particular issue of global importance. Agreements reached may be binding, or may simply establish norms and standards that exert a moral expectation. States, NGOs observers, UN agencies, academics, researchers and corporations all participate in these meetings.

Here are some tips for participation in international meetings:

· Decide the issues you wish to represent, and think about the outcomes you would like to see. Consult with young people before you go.

· Know your subject–and any arguments on the other side of the fence.

· Find and read past UN treaties, past conference proceedings, government papers, scientific papers, and research results on the internet.

· Master the UN lingo, rules and technical vocabulary.

· Contribute to youth, government and NGO position papers. 

· Find partners and allies, network, and build coalitions!

· Network with other organisations, political representatives and the media.

· Encourage diversity (ethnocultural/racial, gender, age, linguistic, regional and so on) in your government’s delegation.

· Be honest and straightforward, and don’t ramble in your presentations!

· Be outgoing. Introduce yourself to delegates.

· Ask questions, even if they seem silly or outlandish. Keep your self-confidence up. Mistakes happen. Be open-minded and patient! 

· Do not let language be a barrier. 

· After the conference, follow-up with letters, meetings, position papers about the outcomes and so on, and maintain communications and cooperation with other youth and NGOs.

· Be realistic about what international meetings can achieve. 

________________________________________________________________________

This is a summary of Navigating International Meetings: A Pocketbook Guide to Effective Youth Participation at International Meetings: with contributors Frédéric Gagnon-Lebrun, Lindsay Cole, Megan Bradley and Patrick McCurdy. This pilot guidebook is published by the United Nations Association in Canada (UNA-Canada). Copies of the draft pilot guidebook are available from UNA-Canada, and on the Youth Agenda 2002 website at http://www.youth2002.jeunesse.unac.org
f) Direct Non-Violent Action

Direct non-violent action is a technique for intervening directly to change a given situation. It’s about stopping or changing or starting an activity in the real world
; for example, preventing a ship from carrying or dumping hazardous waste. Direct non-violent action becomes an option if lobbying and negotiation are unsuccessful. However, some organisations believe that this is the most effective and only approach. You should consider the following before taking action:

· Does it fit into your campaign strategy?

· Is it a productive means by which to fulfill your objective?

· Are all participants aware of the legal and health implications or risks? 

· Has legal support been arranged?

· Do all participants agree on one strategy and an ethic of non-violence, and can you ensure a coordinated effort?

· Who is the action coordinator, legal liaison and so on?

· Are contingency plans in place for issues beyond your control that arise?

· Have you organised signs, chants, slogans and speakers?

· You may wish to prepare press packets for the media. Prepare folders for the press with detailed fact sheets, press releases, and recommendations for a solution to the issue for which you are advocating change. 

Prior to taking direct action, you should brief all participants. Ensure they’re aware of contingency plans and safety issues, are familiar with fellow participants, the objectives of the action, and logistics and arrangements for the media. Always prepare a contact list of everyone involved, in case of an accident.

There are many ways you can organise a direct action or demonstration. Some examples are:

Vigil: This is typically a quiet event, normally held at night to honor, reflect upon and remember lost lives or victims.

Sit-In: Occupying a public or private space, typically a decision-maker’s office. Typically, participants make a demand and refuse to leave until the demand is met or negotiated.

March: A group of people, holding signs, chanting and rallying, walking from one point to a communal destination, in order for a message to be conveyed to the public and decision-makers.

Picket Line: People, holding signs and chanting, march outside a building or office.

Debriefing 

Following the event, the entire group should be debriefed. At this stage, you might find that an evaluation may assist you in organising other forms of direct action. 

For more information on direct action, see http://www.reclaimthestreets.net/ and  http://guest.xinet.com/rts/. Have a read and consider your action before you proceed.

.

Your Rights

Your rights here are as set out in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR):
Activists have the right to peacefully assemble in any public place, so long as they do not compromise the safety or the rights and freedoms of others (ICCPR, Article 21). You also have the right to freedom of movement (ICCPR, Article 12), and of association (ICCPR, Article 22). Activists have the right to responsible freedom of expression (ICCPR, Article 19), that is, expression that does not unfairly defame others or incite racial or religious hatred.

Activists, like everyone else, have the right to “liberty and security of person”. This means that police harassment and violence is prohibited. Degrading and humiliating treatment is also prohibited.

All people are entitled to freedom from arbitrary or unlawful arrest. In principle and practise, you can resist arbitrary arrest. However, when considering whether to do this, assess your circumstances, including the size of your organisation, your back-up, and your witnesses. It’s a good idea at any demonstration to make sure you have a ‘demo buddy’.

(6) Community Action

a. Community Empowerment
While globalisation is a global process, its impacts are local. Empowering a community to respond to the positives and negatives raised by globalisation is important. When a community and its people are empowered, they have the capacity to articulate their needs, to address such needs, and to mobilise and organise resources in pursuit of commonly defined goals. Here are a few elements necessary for empowerment (source: http://www.scn.org):

Trust: The degree to which members of the community trust each other, especially their leaders and fellow community members, in turn determines the degree to which individuals are willing to commit themselves to a project for beneficial change. 

Unity: A shared sense of belonging to a known entity, even though every community has divisions or schisms (religion, status, income, age and so on). The more community members share, or at least understand and tolerate each other’s values and attitudes, the stronger their community will be. 

Development of Communal Services: The more members with access to communal facilities, the greater their empowerment. (In measuring capacity of organisations, this includes access to office equipment, tools, supplies, toilets, and so on.) Therefore, empowering your communities will include the development of those facilities.

Communications: For the empowerment process to be effective, communication networks must be developed within a community. Communication includes roads, networks, mutually understandable languages, literacy and the willingness and ability to communicate in general. 

Confidence: This includes positive attitudes, willingness, self-motivation, enthusiasm, optimism, self-reliance, willingness to fight for rights, and a vision of what is possible. Increased strength includes increased confidence.

Leadership: Leaders have power, influence, and the ability to move the community. A community is stronger with strong leaders.

Skills: The more group or individual skills a community or organisation can obtain and use, the more empowered the community becomes. Empowering your community is also about giving individuals skills (therefore, education is a very important factor) and developing a network with other skilled individuals.

Wealth: The degree to which the community as a whole (in contrast to individuals and leaders within it) has control over actual and potential resources. This control extends to the production and distribution of scarce and useful goods and services, along with monetary and non-monetary wealth (including donated labor, land, equipment, supplies, knowledge, and skills).

For more information, see http://www.empowermenttraining.com and http://www.ifad.org
b. Leadership 

(Source: www.zimmerman-lehman.com/)
Young people often need to take leadership roles among other youth, and more broadly, in reshaping globalisation. Leadership is an influence process: the ability to motivate others to do something, believe something or act a certain way. Many people have been put in leadership positions, without any real training–particularly in the non-profit and public interest sector. Leadership can be learned. Specific characteristics of leadership follow:

Vision: Being able to articulate the future in clear, simple language. An emphasis on what will be, rather than what is. In reshaping your part of globalisation, you need to show people where you are headed.

Focus: Tell people what you want and expect from them, and don’t waste their time. There are always distractions and personality conflicts. Leaders should be able to see beyond them to do what it takes, to get the job done effectively. 

Take risks and learn from their successes and failures. This sounds like a cliché, but if you do things the way they’ve always been done and never take a chance, you’ll always get what you had before! 

Be trustworthy: No-one will follow with enthusiasm a dishonest or unscrupulous leader. Actions do speak much louder than words! Don’t play favourites or act hypocritically; those with whom you work closely will be the first to notice.

Empower others with the ability to help themselves. Teach people how to accomplish a task. Don’t do it for them, even if you can do it faster or better. You don’t have the time to do everyone’s job. Learning to give positive feedback is crucial. 

Learn what motivates people and act accordingly. Praise, appreciation (a simple “thank-you” regularly will earn you respect), recognition (awards, credit on a report, a letter of commendation), or the truths about problems (being clear about consequences) are all motivators. 

Have a sense of humour: The ability to laugh at oneself is the easiest way to bring others along with you. Humour is a great tension-breaker and, while inappropriate if used too often or to belittle someone, humour shows that you’re human. 
c. Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) and Globalisation

NGOs pursue activities to promote the interests of poor communities, protect the environment, provide basic social services or undertake community development. In wider usage, the term NGO can be applied to any non-profit organisation, which is independent from the government
.
How to Start an NGO

Prior to founding your own NGO, ensure that no other accessible NGOs are addressing the same issues that you plan to deal with. If no such an NGO exists, become active and form your own.

Organising a charitable organisation should include a number of operational duties. At a minimum, these items should include a strategic plan, case statement, and articles of incorporation, budget, and set of bylaws. 

d. Conflict Resolution

Conflict in community development is often inevitable, but constructive outcomes from conflict are frequently possible. It’s important to make time towards developing effective conflict management skills, rather than simply brushing conflict under the carpet. Conflict can be both positive and negative:

Positive Organisational Conflict: Positive conflict allows the organisation and its people to grow, solve problems more effectively, and counter-balance the inertia most organisations develop.

Negative Organisational Conflict: This occurs when the conflict is an unnecessary one, or when the conflict becomes personal between two parties. Negative conflict can be quite destructive upon the organisation or project goals. 

It’s important to realise conflict is inevitable. However, it’s equally as important to believe that not all conflict has to turn into negative conflict. Some helpful characteristics to help you identity whether the conflict is destructive follow:

· The conflict is taking attention away from the issue at hand (eg. parties begin to discuss or argue about past issues or personal issues); 

· The conflict begins to undermine individual positions in the organisation and individuals’ value-concepts (ie. people start suggesting conflict is occurring because of A’s personal beliefs); 

· The conflict polarises people and groups, reducing cooperation; 

· The conflict increases or sharpens difference (ie. a stronger sense of “us” and “them” becomes evident); 
· The conflict leads to irresponsible and harmful behaviour (ie. name-calling, fighting, sabotage of others’ project work).
(7) How to fundraise

To achieve almost any organisational goal, you need money. Fundraising means obtaining funds necessary for non-profit activities. Obtaining large amounts of money from major donors will often require you to write a proposal. Or, you could get lots of small donations at a fundraising event or through a grassroots campaign. Whatever your needs, asking your network for donations, or concentrating on government or private sponsorship are cost-effective methods of fundraising. Here are two tips for effective fundraising:

a) Grant Writing 

Writing grant proposals can be a great way to raise money. A grant proposal should:

· include information about who you are, what you do, what funds you require and what you will do with them;

· convince the reader of the legitimacy of your organisational needs;

· include an explanation as to what makes your plan special, and why you deserve a grant; and,

· identify exactly how such funds will be used, and in what ways this will help you or your organisation achieve your objective. 

For a more detailed guide to grant writing, see http://www.mcf.org/mcf/grant/writing.htm or http://www.zimmerman-lehman.com/mdcampaign.htm 

b) Fundraising events

Provided it is cost-effective, a fundraising event is an excellent way to raise awareness, meet new friends, raise funds and encourage the participatory spirit within your organisation.

A successful fundraiser is dependent upon efficient and productive organisation and planning. A plan should establish clear objectives for the event, an income and expenditure budget, allocation of responsibilities, the formation of a timetable and the identification of a target audience
. Planning must also incorporate promoting the event. The key to successful promotion is publicity and personal engagement. 

For small-scale events, this is best achieved through face-to-face contact. Try telling friends, work partners, family members and so on, and ask them to spread the word. For large-scale events, media publicity, the internet and mailing lists are particularly useful. You may also wish to seek sponsorship. On the day, make sure you have fun! 

Try to make contact with as many people as possible, and record their details. Also, thank all participants and donors, and make sure you tie up any loose ends. 

See http://www.hydra.org.au/training for a comprehensive list of potential fundraisers. For a comprehensive guide to fundraising, see http://www.youthactionnet.org/resources.php
11. IYP Campaign on Globalisation 

The International Youth Parliament (IYP) is a global neork of young social change leaders and activists who are concerned about the impacts of globalisation on young people (aged 15-28). In response, we have established the first ever Youth Campaign on Globalisation, which is building partnerships and a coalition around 11 key issues where globalisation is most significantly affecting young people. 

WHAT’S THE CAMPAIGN AIM?
To enable youth to reshape the rules, processes and impacts of globalisation.

WHAT IS THE FOCUS OF THE CAMPAIGN?

The Campaign will focus on policy and practice changes in the following 11 areas:
· Increasing access to, and limiting the privatisation of education

· Supporting HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment and care for young people

· Limiting Export Processing Zones and promoting safe and healthy working conditions of young workers 

· Preventing the trafficking of young women 

· Supporting Indigenous youth identity, determination and rights

· Decreasing the vulnerability of agricultural youth livelihoods

· Advocating for young people’s equitable access to technology 

· Maximising young people’s security and supporting youth participation in peace processes

· Promoting the globalisation of youth activism and human rights 

· Facilitating young people’s access to water 

· Encouraging global youth culture and promoting youth identity

HOW ARE WE GOING TO DO IT?

1. Globalisation Commission: The IYP Youth Commission into Globalisation is an inquiry into the impacts of globalisation on young people. The Commission is unearthing emerging issues, concerns and policy priorities of youth in the face of globalisation. It will detail its findings and develop recommendations on how the rules and processes of globalisation may need to be reshaped to benefit young people. To see the findings go to http://www.iyp.oxfam.org/campaign/index.html

2. Youth Guide to Globalisation: You’re reading it! The Guide explores the definitions of globalisation from the perspectives of young people, and looks at how young people play an important role in globalisation. The Guide aims to build the capacity and understanding of young activists and members of the IYP Campaign Coalition. 
3. Campaign Coalition: A learning and linking network of IYP Action Partners and new members of the Campaign Coalition. Activities will take place both between members and with the IYP Secretariat. The Coalition will benefit from an exchange of strategies, actions and information. It will provide linkages and learning opportunities for youth through email, snail-mail and the web. There will also be 10 to 20 individual and collective actions that IYP will endorse as Campaign activites. Join the Coalition at http://www.iyp.oxfam.org/involved/index.html
4. Lobbying and Advocacy: Lobbying and advocacy opportunities will emerge with time. The IYP Secretariat will use the findings of the Commission and the input of the Coalition as a base to develop advocacy positions as appropriate to influencing processes and organisations such as the World Trade Organisation, the World Bank, the IMF, corporations and national governments. Email us at info@iyp.oxfam.org with your ideas and plans.

Join us in making globalisation work for all young people.

To join the Campaign Coalition or for more information – please contact info@iyp.oxfam.org or visit http://www.iyp.oxfam.org/involved/index.html 

Would you like to be part of the International Youth Parliament Campaign on Globalisation or get involved with other IYP activities? Please complete the form below indicating your areas of interst or visit our web site – www.iyp.oxfam.org.

I would like to join:
· IYP Campaign Coalition

· If you have ideas or an action lthat you would like to undertake, please tick your area of interest below. You may also send us further details by email.

· Youth access to privatisation of education

· HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment and care for young people

· Export Processing Zones and working conditions of young workers

· Trafficking of young women

· Indigenous youth identity, determination and rights

· Agricultural youth livelihoods

· Youth access to technology

· Peace and Security

· Youth activism and human rights

· Youth access to water

· Global youth culture and promoting youth identity

· IYP e-news subscription list to receive our fortnightly letter
· Please send me more information on:
· The Globalisation Campaign

· IYP’s Youth Commission into Globalisation

· Online learning opportunities and Skills Centre

· IYP 2004 – the next sitting in 2004

· How to donate to IYP – or donate online at www.iyp.ozfam.org
11. USEFUL INTERNET LINKS

Activism 

http://www.ifg.org
http://www.a16.org
http://www.protest.net
http://www.progressivesecretary.org
http://www.reclaimthestreets.net
http://www.ruckus.org
http://www.copamerica.org
http://www.cpsr.org
http://www.indymedia.org

People Issues

http://www.nlcnet.org
http://www.amnesty.org
http://www.workersrights.org
http://www.sweatshopwatch.org
http://www.freetibet.org
http://www.tibet.org
http://www.un.org/Overview/rights
http://www.cleanclothes.org
http://www.freethechildren.org
http://www.jubilee2000uk.org
http://www.globalexchange.org
http://www.peopleandplanet.org
http://www.antislavery.org
http://www.hrw.org
http://www.ilo.org
http://www.caat.org.uk
http://www.eastwestcentre.org
http://www.oneworld.org
http://www.twnside.org.sg
http://www.unicef.org
Development Issues

http://www.fairtrade.org.uk
http://www.maketradefair.com
http://www.oxfam.org
http://www.oneworld.net
http://www.wdm.org.uk
http://www.ilsr.org
http://www.thenation.com
http://www.wtowatch.org
http://www.canadians.org
http://www.tni.org
http://www.dawn.org.fj
http://www.equalexchange.com
http://www.adb.org
http://www.fdc.org.au
http://www.ilo.org
http://www.un.org
http://www.undp.org
Environmental Issues

http://www.greenpeace.org
http://www.foe.org
http://www.ran.org
http://www.wwf.org
http://www.iied.org
http://www.npi.co.uk
http://www.ffa.int
http://www.earthyouth.net 

Money Issues

http://www.ethicalmoney.org
http://www.socialinvest.org
http://www.eiris.org
http://www.essential.org
http://www.wto.org
http://www http.imf.org
http://www.unescap.org
http://www.worldbank.org
http://jubilee2000uk.org

Globalisation generally

http://www.corpwatch.org
http://www.prwatch.org
http://www.meaning.org
http://www.covertaction.org
http://www.atac.org   

http://www.wtowatch.org
12. Glossary 
Abstained: to refrain from something by one's own choice.

Action Partner: refers to those young people who attended IYP2000 and make up the core of the International Youth Parliament network.

Agricultural credit: refers to bank credit, which is available for buildings, equipment, livestock, and working capital to farmers, growers, and cooperatives.

Agro-export orientated farming practices: farming practices aimed at producing agricultural goods for export. 

Annual export earning: the amount of money earned in one year from exporting goods to other countries.

Apartheid: an official policy of racial segregation formerly practised in the Republic of South Africa, involving political, legal, and economic discrimination against nonwhites.

Balance of payments: a statistical record of all the financial transactions between one country and all other countries over a certain period. The transactions include goods, services (including investments) private and governmental capital and gold movement.

Bilateral trade agreements: refers to trade agreements between two countries. 

Budget deficit: the excess of government expenditure over government income or revenues. 

Capital markets: a market in which long-term capital is raised by industry and commerce, the government, and local authorities. The money comes from private investors, insurance companies, pension funds and banks and is usually arranged by issuing houses and merchant banks. 

CEDAW: Convention for the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women. This convention was adopted in 1979 and is now the main instrument for women’s human rights. It seeks to eliminate discrimination against women in areas such as political and public life, nationality, education, employment, health, marriage and family life. 
Colonialism: a policy by which a nation maintains or extends its control over foreign land or peoples.

Communalism: the principle favouring the organisation of society on a community level. 

Consumer culture: a culture that emphasises the importance of the consumption of goods and services. 

Corporations: companies that operate for profit

Corporate globalisation: this term is generally used negatively to describe a process of multinational companies becoming larger and operating in more than one country to maximise profit and influence. These companies concentrate of economic power and decisions are increasingly shifted from the general public to boardrooms. The result can be social and environmental degradation as multinationals trade off the policies of one nation against another.

Curricula: all the courses of study offered by an educational institution.

Debt crisis: the debt crisis commenced in the 1980s and has escalated since. It is characterised by many developing countries having very large debts, with the amount of money they owe quickly increasing, and the interest repayments on loans becoming very difficult to pay. 

Debt rescheduling: a negotiation concerning outstanding loans in which the debtor (who owes money) has repayment difficulties. The rescheduling can take the form of an entirely new loan or an extension of the existing loan repayment period, deferring interest or principal repayments. 

Deregulation: a cutback in the power of the state to control economic activity or the removal of controls from some sector of the economy. 

Developed countries: relates to societies in which there is enough capital to industrialise (eg. US, Germany, Canada, Australia)

Developing nations: relates to societies in which capital needed to industrialise is in short supply (eg. Ghana, Costa Rica, Solomon Islands)

Discriminatory tariffs: tariffs that are only placed on some countries and goods.
Domestic product: a product produced within the home country.
Downsizing: to reduce in number or size or to dismiss or lay off people from work.

Economic growth: an expansion in the output of a nation's economy, measured by an increase in the Gross National Product (GNP).

Economic sanctions: action taken by one country or group of countries to harm the economic interests of another group or country. 
Economies of scale: an increase in output from a production process that is proportionately larger than the increase in inputs (eg. raw materials, labour). The more you produce, the cheaper the cost per unit. 

Ecosystem: a natural system formed by the interaction of a community of organisms with their physical environment. 

Epistemology: the branch of philosophy that studies the nature of ‘knowledge’

FAO: Food and Agriculture Organization. It aims to raise levels of nutrition and standards of living, to improve the production, processing, marketing and distribution of all food and agricultural products from farms, forests and fisheries and to promote rural development and improve the living conditions of rural populations. 

FDI: Foreign Direct Investment. The acquisition abroad of physical assets such as manufacturing equipment, with operating control residing in the parent corporation.
Financial liberalisation: involves a shift towards the liberalisation of the domestic economy and opening up to the international economy.

First world: refers to the world’s industrialised or developed countries. 

Foreign exchange earnings: earnings from transactions of international monetary business, as between governments or businesses of different countries.
Free trade: the flow of goods and services across national frontiers without the interference of laws and government regulations. 

GDP: Gross Domestic Product. The total market value of all the goods and services produced within the borders of a nation during a specified period.
GATS: the General Agreement on Trade in Services. This sets the basic trade rules for 130 countries in terms of trade in services such as health, education and telephones. Each one of its member states must set out clearly which parts, or 'sectors' of its services markets, are open to foreign business. GATS rules are legally binding.

Genetic structure: the structure of one’s genes.

Global capitalism: an international, modern, market-based, commodity-producing economic system controlled by 'capital'. 

Grassroots organisation: local organisations that work with people and communities on the ground. 

Greenhouse Effect: the warming of the Earth's atmosphere attributed to a build-up of carbon dioxide or other gases.
GDP: Gross Domestic Product. A measure of the total flow of goods and services produced by an economy.

HIV/AIDS: Human Immunodeficiency Virus/Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome: A viral infection caused by the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) that gradually destroys the immune system. AIDS is caused by HIV and is the final and most serious stage of the HIV infection.
ILO: International Labor Organization. As a body of the United Nations, it works to promote social justice for working people throughout the world. It formulates international policies and programs to help improve working and living conditions, whilst creating international labour standards that serve as a guideline for national authorities. 
IMF: International Monetary Fund. This was set up in 1945 in an attempt to rebuild the economies of Europe and reintegrate the world’s economy. Later the IMF turned its focus to stabilising relations between the currencies of its 183 subscribing countries and promoting international cooperation on finance. 

Import quota: a form of government control over the number of imported goods. It is designed to protect domestic industries.

Indigenous: this refers to groups that:  

a) have a historical continuity with pre-invasion and pre-colonial societies that developed on their territories

b) consider themselves distinct from other sectors of the societies now prevailing in those territories, 

c) form non-dominant sectors of society 

d) are determined to preserve and transmit to future generations their ancestral territories as the basis of their continued existence as peoples, in accordance with their own cultural patterns, social institutions and legal systems.

Individualism: a social theory favouring the free action of individuals.
ICT (Information and Communication technologies): digital technology, communication tools and/or networks used to access, integrate, evaluate and create information. 

Information revolution: refers to the rapid development and use of ICTs. 

Internationalisation: the act of bringing something under international control.

International Youth Parliament 2000: the first sitting of the International Youth Parliament in Sydney in 2000, bringing together 250 Action Partners from 150 countries

IYP: International Youth Parliament

Judicial Power: the power exercised by a judge sitting in a court of law. 
Labour productivity: the value of output per unit of labor input (how much does a worker produce)
Least Developed Countries (LDC): a country designated by the UN as least developed based on criteria of low per capita GDP (low income per person), weak human resources (life expectancy, calorie intake, etc.), and a low level of economic diversification (share of manufacturing and other measures).
Macro-economic stabilisation: macroeconomics is a branch of economics concerned with the overall picture of the economy, rather than individual parts. It deals with data such as level of employment, Gross National Product economic growth, balance of payments and inflation.  

MAI: Multilateral Agreement on Investment. This MAI was negotiated between the world's richest 30 nations at the OECD. This failed agreement was designed to create ‘a level playing field’ in foreign investment and protect the interests of investors. It gave unprecedented rights to transnational corporations over governments without any social or environmental obligations. 

Mainstream culture: the dominant culture. 

Marginalised: excluded or isolated. 

Micro-credit: programs extending small loans, and other financial services such as savings, to very poor people for self-employment projects that generate income.

Monoculture: the cultivation of a single crop on a farm or in a region or country; also refers to refer to the cultivation of Western culture to the exclusion of other cultures. 

Multilateral trade agreement: can refer to international trade agreements between more than two countries without discrimination between them. 

Multinational: involving or operating in several countries, for example multinational corporations. 

Nationalism: the ideology of the nation state. It holds that the borders of the nation should coincide with those of the state. There are extreme versions of nationalism, which result in nations and individuals within nations believing that they are superior to other nations or nationalities.

NGO: Non-Governmental Organisation. Private organisations that pursue activities to promote the interests of the poor, protect the environment, provide basic social services or undertake community development. In wider usage, the term NGO can be applied to any non-profit organisation, which is independent from the government.

Oceania: the islands of the southern, western, and central Pacific Ocean, including Melanesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia. The term is sometimes extended to encompass Australia, New Zealand, and the Malay Archipelago. Also known as the Pacific.

OECD: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. Comprised of 30 member states, its work covers economic and social issues from macroeconomics, to trade, education, development and science and innovation.
Open up markets: refers to opening up a country’s markets to free trade. Free trade occurs when countries have complete access to markets in other countries without government interference. 

Oxfam International: a confederation of 12 development agencies that work in 120 countries throughout the developing world. The vision of Oxfam Community Aid Abroad, the Australian Oxfam, is of a fair world in which people control their own lives, their basic rights are achieved and the environment is sustained.

Per-capita public spending: the amount spent for each person in a given country. 

Per-capita: for each person or head (of population).

Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSP): World Bank initiative that describe a country's macroeconomic, structural and social policies and programs to promote growth and reduce poverty, as well as associated external financing needs.

Prevalence rate: a rate of occurrence.

Primary commodities: refers to agricultural products. The prices of such products often fluctuate on the international market. Also known as agricultural commodities.

Primary industry: involves the production of naturally occurring resources like coal and fish.

Protectionist policy: the practice of protecting domestic manufacturers from foreign competition by the imposition of tariffs and import quotas on goods.

PRSP: Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper. A year ago the IMF and World Bank agreed upon major changes to the way they would operate in low-income countries. They promised to replace the SAP with PRSP. This approach focuses on poverty reduction, and is designed and led by the country's government.

Remittances: the sending of money to someone at a distance. 
Secondary industry: refers to the manufacture of goods.

Shareholder: a person who owns shares in a business or company. 

Smallholder farmer: the farmer of a smallholding. A smallholding is an agricultural holding smaller than a farm. 

Social dislocation: refers to a process of displacement. 

SAP: Structural Adjustment Programs. These plans involve fundamental change in a debtor country’s political and economic institutions. These changes involve the privatisation of government owned industrial enterprises; a reduction in import/export tariffs and a focus on export orientated production. The IMF and WB encourage the adoption of such plans in an effort to decrease a country’s debt.

Sub- Saharan Africa: the region of Africa south of the Sahara Desert.

Subsidies: government grants to suppliers of goods and services. 

Subsistence: a form of agriculture where almost all the produce goes to feed and support the household and is not for sale. 

Sustainable development: development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs. 

Sweatshop: commonly used to describe a workplace where workers are subject to exploitation, including the absence of a living wage or benefits, poor working conditions, and arbitrary discipline.

Tariff: a surcharge placed on imported goods and services. This is aimed at protecting the domestic industry against foreign competition. 

Tax base: the quantity or coverage of what is taxed.

Tax haven: a country offering very favourable tax laws for foreign businesses and individuals.

Technology transfer: the transfer of technological knowledge between countries. This often refers to the transfer of technology from the developed world to the developing world. 
The commons: a term used predominantly to define resources and land which are not under private ownership and regarded as open to common usage and accessible to all. 

TNC (Trans National Corporation): corporations that have operations in more than one country.
Tobin Tax: a tax on foreign exchange transactions, originally proposed by Professor James Tobin.

Total net-aid: the amount of aid granted to a country within a given year. 

Trade barrier: any regulation or policy that restricts international trade.

Traditionalism: respect or adherence for tradition, especially in cultural and religious practice. 

Transnational companies: companies that own the means of production in more than one country.

Treaty: a formal, binding international agreement that may cover issues including the regulation of trade, the making of peace, or the forming of military alliances. 

Trickle-down effect: a process by which the benefits of development are said to ‘trickle-down’ to the poorest sectors of society. 

Triple bottom line accounting: the process of identifying, assessing and reporting business activities in terms of their impact on society, the environment and economic sustainability.

TRIPS: Trade-Related aspects of Intellectual Property Rights. This agreement protects the rights of inventors of new products and ideas through copyright or trademark protection. 

UNCTAD: United Nations Conference on Trade and Development. It is the principal organ of the General Assembly in the field of trade and development. Its mandate is to promote international trade, particularly that of developing countries in order to facilitate their economic development.
UNDP: United Nations Development Program. This is the United Nations’ main source of grants for sustainable human development. Its funds come from voluntary contributions of the Member States of the United Nations. 
UNGA: United Nations General Assembly. The General Assembly is the main deliberative organ of the United Nations. It is composed of representatives of all member states, each of which has one vote. Decisions on important questions such as peace and security, and budgetary matters, require a two-thirds majority. A simple majority reaches decisions on other questions. 
UNIFEM: United Nations Development Fund for Women. This was created in 1976 as the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for Women and became an autonomous organisation in 1985. It provides direct technical and financial support to women’s initiatives in developing countries and seeks to bring women into mainstream developing planning and decision-making. 
Unilateral: involving one side only. Thus when Zimbabwe made a unilateral Declaration of Independence from Britain in 1965, it meant that the Declaration was made by only one party (Zimbabwe) out of the two parties involved. 

Urbanisation: when the countryside or villages become part of the city. 

User-pays systems: the user pays for the provision of services. 

Wage Freeze: an attempt by a government to counter inflation by fixing wages at their existing level for a specified period.

Western nations: a core group of developed countries that display similar Western cultural and political characteristics (such as the USA, Canada, Australia and the United Kingdom)
Westernisation: the adopting of Western habits, customs, forms of government and social organisation, often applied to developing countries seeking to modernise and industrialise their economies. 

WTO: World Trade Organization. The WTO was established in 1995 to administer the rules of international trade. It states that its role is to provide a forum for trade negotiations and through lowering barriers such as tariffs and import quotas it seeks to aid producers, exporters and importers to conduct their businesses successfully.

Xenophobia: irrational dislike of foreign people and foreign things.
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